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DECLARATION OF AYRAT 
VAKHITOV 



I, Ayrat Vakhitov, swear and affirm, as indicated below, that the following statement is true 
and correct, given of my own free will, voluntary, and not the product of any coercion or duress: 

1 . I am a Russian citizen bom in Tartarstan on March 27, 1 977. After graduating high 
school, I engaged in religious studies and became an imam in my home town. I know Abdul 
Rahim Abdul Razak Al Ginco, ISN 489, from having been in prison with him in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, when we were both prisoners of the Taliban, and at the Kandahar Air Base and 
Guantanamo, Cuba, when we were prisoners of the United States. I was freed from Guantanamo 
on February 28, 2004. 
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2. My imprisonment began in September 2000 when, through no intention of my own, 
I was taken to Afghanistan. Once there, I was accnsed of being a Russian spy by the Taliban. 
When I was first arrested and for seven months thereafter, I underwent interrogations by my captors 
in Kabul. They used coercive methods, including torture such as beatings, sleep deprivation, 
injections, being hung from the ceiling for long times, racking me on a device that painfully 
stretched my body, and hitting with clubs the soles of my feet, which were already swollen from 
being hung vertically for such long times. 

3 . At the end of June or beginning of July 200 1 , 1 was transferred to the military prison 
called Kuli-Urdu in Kandahar. On October 5, 2001, 1 was transferred to the political prison in 
Kandahar called Sarpusa. There were tv.^0 units of about 700 political prisoners, many of them 
Afghans from the Northern Alliance. The conditions in the prison were terrible. We received only 
a piece of bread to eat all day and the water, when we got it, was not good. The prison was very 
crov/ded and filthy; there were an abundance of rats and insects. Many prisoners became very ill 
with diarrhea, and many prisoners died. 

4. I heard from other prisoners that Abdul Rahim had been in prison for more than a 
year before my arrival, accused of being a spy for the United States. Although I had seen him 
before when Saadiq Turkestani pointed him out, Abdul Rahim was transferred into my area in 
November 2001 . We met in the prison yard when Abdul Rahim introduced himself to me. Abdul 
Rahim was friendly, but I suspected that he had been tortiored because he seemed a bit strange and 
disturbed. 

5. As we became better acquainted, Abdul Rahim told me that he was a Syrian of 
Kurdish descent who had been living in the United Arab Emirates before coming to Afghanistan. 
Abdul Rahim told me his father was a strict and loving man who was a teacher in a university. He 
stated that he had been treated for a nervous disorder as a child. As we spent more time together, 
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we became friends, and Abdul Rahim told me about his childhood experiences and coming to 
Afghanistan, Although I do not remember the details, Abdul Rahim communicated me he had 
wanted to show his independence from his father, that he wanted to see the world even as far as 
Canada, and that he had visited embassies trying to get travel documents. Abdul Rahim never 
indicated he came for bad reasons and never expressed any sympathy or desire to fight anyone. 

6. While we were still in Taliban custody, Abdul Rahim told me that he had falsely 
confessed to being a spy as the result of torture. Because we were both falsely accused of being 
spies and had suffered torture, we confided to one another the treatment we received. I do not 
remember all the torture he described, but it included frequent beatings, being hung from the 
ceiling, water torture, electric shock, striking the bottom of his feet, striking his hand with the butt 
of a gun, and sleep deprivation. Abdul Rahim told me that the torture was more intense and 
frequent at the beginning of his incarceration. 

7. Abdul Rahim told me that the torture was conducted or supervised by Al Qaida 
officials. Abdul Rahim stated that Mohammed Atef was involved and also said that he was 
tortured by Sayf Al-Adl and Abu Hamza. Abdul Rahim stated that Sayf Al-Adl and Abu Hamza 
arranged for him to be interviewed by Abu Dhabi television. 

8. While we were in Taliban custody, we received visits from the Red Cross. The Red 
Cross provided us with blankets and some medical care and food. A Swiss Red Cross worker 
named Roland gave Abdul Rahim and me and the rest of the political prisoners Red Cross 
identification cards stating that we were prisoners of war. 

9. On December 1 8, 2001 , the Taliban abandoned the prison after American bombing, 
and the new Afghan government took over. Almost all the prisoners left the prison. Aside from 
about four franians who left later, five of us from other countries remained: Abdul Rahim from 
Syria; Jamal Al-Harith from Great Britain; Sadeeq Turkestani, a Uighur from Saudi Arabia; Abdul 
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Hakeem Al-Bukhary from Saudi Arabia, and myself. The new prison officials allowed us to stay in 
the juvenile part of the prison. We did not leave because we were warned that local Afghans might 
be hostile to foreigners or might sell us to the United States for a $5,000.00 bounty. 

10. During the time between the Taliban departing and January 24, 2002, the former 
foreign prisoners were able to move about in Kandahar. We visited the International Committee 
for the Red Cross and the United Nations office requesting assistance in leaving Afghanistan. We 
also spoke to members of the media from the United States, France, and other countries. We told 
journalists how we had been mistreated during our imprisonment, and both Abdul Rahim and I 
offered to provide testimony about the use of torture against us by the former regime. A journalist 
from Time magazine named Mike from Australia visited with us several times. Mike took us to his 
hotel once, gave us food, and allowed us to use his satellite phone to call our famiHes. I remember 
Abdul Rahim using Mike's phone to call home. We were told by Red Cross and United Nations 
officials that we would be transferred to a securer place than the prison grounds, then sent home or 
to a different country for asylxmi. 

11. On about January 22, 2002, two Americans, one in uniform and the other in civilian 
clothes, who identified themselves as Raymond and Steve, visited us at the prison, saying they 
were from military intelligence. Raymond and Steve took photographs of us and, through a Farsi 
interpreter, told us that we would be transferred to a safer place, then transferred home in about two 
weeks. 

12. On January 23, 2002, 1 heard from Afghan guards that we were being sold to the 
Americans. We did not know whether to flee or to wait; we waited. The following day, about 20 
to 25 heavily armed American soldiers stormed the prison, pointing their guns at us and taking us 
prisoner. We were unarmed and surrendered without resistance. Steve and Raymond were among 
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the Americans who took us into custody, then transferred us the detention center at the Kandahar 
air base. 

13. The Kandahar air base was a large detention center holding about 500 prisoners in 
tents. At first we were treated fairly well: we were kept apart from other prisoners; we received 
extra blankets; and the guards gave us chocolate. 

14. About a month after our arrival at the Kandahar air base, things became much 
worse. Our chief interrogator was a woman who called herself Erin, who worked v/ith another 
interrogator who had an Irish flag tattooed on his arm. The military police were from an airborne 
unit; the soldiers said they had previously been deployed in Kosovo. We were tranferred to a large 
hangar divided with wire into separate areas. Without warning, the interrogators began treating 
Abdul Rahim and me very badly. The first day we spent together in the same area, and I saw 
Abdul Rahim brought back from interrogation with red patches on his face and with his clothing 
ripped. Abdul Rahim was very intimated and told me that he had been shown an article in a 
magazine and that statements he had made on Abu Dhabi television were being twisted into 
meaning he was a terrorist. 

1 5 . From that time, Abdul Rahim received very bad treatment. From my area, I saw and 
heard interrogations of Abdul Rahim using sleep deprivation, exercise like push-ups and sit-ups to 
the point of exhaustion, police dogs set on Abdul Rahim, and forcing him to stay in uncomfortable 
positions for long times, such as kneeling on gravel with his hands on his head for hours at a time. I 
suffered the same treatment. The mistreatment was not only painful but humiliating because it was 
in front of other prisoners. Although Abdxxl Rahim never resisted or used violence, when Abdul 
Rahim was taken to interrogation, a group of soldiers would jump on him, forcibly immobilize 
him, and rough him up. Abdul Rahim sometimes came back from interrogation with his clothing 
ripped. Abdul Rahim was treated worse than other prisoners, and the interrogators used their 
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treatment of Abdul Rahim to try to make me confess to being a Russian spy. The interrogator with 
the Irish flag tattoo said words to the effect: See how we're treating your friend Abdul Rahim; we 
can do the same to you. 

16. I could not hear what was said during Abdul Rahim's interrogations, but he told me 
they wanted him to admit he was a terrorist involved in bombings. Abdul Rahim told me that he 
had told the interrogators everything they wanted him to say Just as he had done when the Taliban 
tortured him and then had him interviewed on videotape for Abu Dhabi television admitting he was 
an American spy. Abdul Rahim told me that he told the interrogators what they wanted to hear to 
make the torture stop. 

17. At about the end of April or early May 2002, Abdul Rahim was taken away from the 
hangar, I heard from guards that he was being taken to Guantanamo. I remained in detention in 
Kandahar until June 14, 2002, when I too was taken to Guantanamo. 

18. The next time I saw Abdul Rahim about eighteen months later, he looked terrible 
and appeared to have lost his mind. Some of the other detainees in Guantanamo believed he was 
an American spy, so they would threaten and abuse him. The Americans would punish him by 
placing him next to detainees who would be very mean to him. Abdul Rahim would hurt himself 
and then be set upon by the URF team, which was a special group of corrections officers who 
would force prisoners into submission with great force, then put them into solitary confinement. 
Because his mental condition was so bad from his repeated mistreatment, Abdul Rahim was one of 
the first prisoners placed on a newly-created psychiatric ward. 

19. I was finally released from Guantanamo on February 28, 2004, after two years of 
wrongfiil imprisonment. When I last saw Abdul Rahim, he was in grave condition. From our time 
together in the Sarpusa prison, I believe Abdul Rahim is a kind, sensitive, and generous person. I 
am very concerned for his well-being while he remains in Guantanamo. I am relieved to hear from 

y4V. 
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his attorneys that he is in better condition than when I last saw him, but beheve justice would be 
served by his immediate release. From all the information I know, Abdul Rahim was never a 
combatant against the United States or its allies and poses no danger to anyone. I hope he can be 
restored to his family as soon as possible. 

I swear by Allah that what I say in my declaration of seven initialed pages, given on this 
6th day of September, 2006, is true. 



Ayrat Vakhitov 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 

L Alexandra Zemova, certify that I am a translator who is fluent in Russian, French, and 
English and that I have completely and accurately translated the foregoing declaration consisting of 
seven initialed pages, from English to Russian by reading the document to Ayrat Vakhitov in 
Russian and that he has sworn on the Muslim oath to the truth of this docixment in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, on the date stated. 
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1 



I, Abdul Razak Mustafa Al Janko, swear and affirm, as indicated below, that the 
following statement is true and correct, given of my own free will voluntary, and not the product 
of any coercion or duress: being first duly sworn, hereby depose and say: 

1 . I am the father of Abdul Rahim Abdul Razak Al Ginco, who is the fourth male 

child of my eleven children. Our names have different spellings in EngHsh but are th.e same in 



Arabic. I am a citizen of Syria and am presently in the United Arab Emirates. I traveled to the 
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United Arab Emirates at the request of the attorneys representing my son, Abdul Rahim. to 
provide this statement on his behalf. 

2. I grew up in a small village in a rural area where my father was a preacher, or 
imam, of Islam. I attended school through the university level in Damascus and, after 
graduation, became a teacher of Islamic education. After teaching in Syria for fourteen years, I 
received an appointment from the government in Ajman to be a teacher of Islamic education and 
taught there for thirteen years. I brought my family with me to live in the United Arab Emirates. 

3. Abdul Rahim is the fourth son in my family. His mother fell while carrying wood 
while she was pregnant with Abdul Rahim, and as a young boy, he had medical issues related to 
seizures that became apparent when he was in elementary school. The attached copies of 
prescriptions from two doctors are from records my family kept and show the type of anti- 
seizure medications he took as a child for more than three years. In addition to these 
prescriptions, I also took Abdul Rahim for medical treatment a number of times in Damascus. 
Abdul Rahim moved with the family from Syria to the United Arab Emirates around the time he 
was in the ninth grade. 

4. Abdul Rahim attended public school and, after retaking his last year of high 
school, attended the college in Ras El Khaimah. Abdul Rahim lived in a residence with his 
brothers Adnan and Abdul Haleem who were also attending school there. Abdul Rahim 
completed two years of his post-high school studies. 

5. Our family is very close and w^e keep a close eye on each another. We are 
religious but not extreme and do not hate Americans or believe in violence and hate violence 
against innocent civilians. I am very keen on watching the behavior of my sons. I have never 
had reports of any of my sons not behaving well. For me, seeing my sojijioiag^something like 
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smoking would have been like seeing my son committing a serious sin. Abdul Rahim was not 
someone who lived a bad life as a young man. He was shy and did not engage in extreme 
religious or political discussions. Abdul Rahim socialized with people of all backgrounds and 
show^ed a kind heart to persons of all the communities in the United Arab Emirate, which 
includes a blend of different religious sects such as Hindus, Christians. Muslims, non-Muslims, 
and the like. Abdul Rahim dealt with all as his brothers. His only international travel w^as in 
Syria and the United Arab Emirates and a ten-day trip to Mecca with a youth group when he was 
about seventeen for Hajj. 

6. In early 2000, 1 learned from my sons that there had been a dispute between 
Abdul Rahim and his brother, Abdul Haleem, regarding money. I heard from Abdul Haleem that 
Abdul Rahim had been involved in a school trip, then extravagantly borrowed approximately 400 
to 500 dirhams, which he could have obtained from his family, from someone outside the family 
without telling any family member. Abdul Haleem told me at that time that he thought it was his 
obligation in the family to tell me about this conduct. Abdul Haleem called me again later that 
night to say that, after he had refiised when Abdul Rahim begged him not to tell me about the 
borrowing, Abdul Rahim left and did not come back. 

7. As the head of the family, I keep in my control the Syrian passports for all of my 
sons. After Abdul Rahim disappeared, I took Abdul Rahim's passport to the police in Ajman 
and gave it to them w^hen I made a police report asking for assistance in finding Abdul Rahim. 
The document attached is a copy of the police report generated when I asked for him- to be 
located, which is dated February 6, 2000. I requested and received a copy of the report at the 



time I reported Abdul Rahim missing and have kept the copy in my records since that time. 
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8. Several months after Abdul Rahim disappeared, I was told that there was going to 
be a television interview with Abdul Rahim on Abu Dhabi television. Shortly thereafter, I 
watched the interview on television. I felt like I had been hit by a bolt of lightening. I was 
shocked and angi^ and surprised to be hearing disgraceftil things that brought shame to the 
family. I still cannot see the recording of the program without being very upset. I knew the 
things he was saying could not be true about immoral and illegal conduct, but I believed he 
should not even say such things. I felt so strongly about this that I announced that I disowned 
Abdul Rahim. 

9, I heard from family members that Abdul Rahim called on a telephone from 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, after the fall of the Taliban. At a later time, I received two phone calls 
from Abdul Rahim on a land line. The conversations were brief. But, when I spoke with Abdul 
Rahim, I criticized him for saying scandalous things on the television. He told me words to the 
effect: Father, I cannot explain all of this now but there is much to tell and I will tell you the truth 
of this matter when I meet you. Although I was still upset about the things Abdul Rahim had 
said on television, I was glad to hear that he was not any longer a prisoner of the Taliban. 
Shortly after speaking with him, I remember hearing in the media that Abdul Rahim and some 
other young people in Kandahar had been arrested by the Americans. The Red Cross later 
confirmed the news. 

/// 



/// 
/// 
/// 
/// 
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10. The imprisonment of Abdul Rahim is a heav}' sadness for me and my family. I do 
not believe Abdul Rahim would ever hurt Americans or their allies. I am very concerned about 
Abdul Rahim's well-being and want him to be free and safe. He is forgiven for the pain he 
brought his family for leaving. I hope the authorities will have mercy on my son and let him be 



free. 



I swear by Allah that what I say in my declaration, consisting of five initialed pages and 



three page attachment, given on this 7th day of Sept 



2006. is true. 




ABdul Rfazak Mustafa Al Janko 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
I, George Antuone Khawam, certify that I am a translator of Arabic and English licenced 
by the Ministry of Justice, Technical Affairs, of the United Arabic Emirates, as reflected in the 
attached credentials for Arcadia Legal Translation, P.O. Box 16286, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, and that I have completely and accurately translated the foregoing document from 
English to Arabic by reading the document to Abdul Razak Mustafa Al Janko and that he has 



sworn on the Muslim oath to the truth of the foregoing declaration in. 
Emirates, on the date stated. 




United Arab 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 



FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



ABDULRAHIM ABDUL RAZAK AL 
GINCO, 



Petitioner, 



V. 



GEORGE W, BUSH, et al., 



Respondents. 



CV 05-1310-RJL 



DECLARATION OF ALAA UDDIN 
ABDUL RAZAQ 



I, Alaa Uddin Abdul Razaq swear and affirm, as indicated below, that the following 
statement is true and correct. It is give of my own free will, voluntary, and is not the product of 
any coercion or duress: 

1 . I am the brother of Abdul Rahim Abdul Razak Al Ginco; he is the fourth son and 
I am the first son of Abdul Razzak Al Ginco. While our names are spelled differently in English^ 
they are spelled the same in Arabic. I was born on March 8, 1974, and am presently 32 years 
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old. I am a citizen of Syria and have been living in the United Arab Emirates since I was 
eighteen years old. I finished my studies in 1997 and began working as a teacher. I am married 
and the father of three children. 

2. I attended school through the university level in Ras El Khaimah in Islamic law. 
Additionally, I have completed post-graduate study in Islamic law and hold a masters level 
degi'ee. The thesis for my master's degree focused on commercial transactions under Islamic 
judicial law. I have been a teacher in Sharjah and Dubai, two of the emirates within the United 
Arab Emirates, for a total of four years at both the middle and high school levels. I am currently 
employed by the ministry of education as a teacher in the public school of Umm Quien, 

3. As the oldest brother, I am very aware of Abdul Rahim's behavior and personality 
before he left the family. Abdul Rahim comes from a decent and respectable family and behaved 
himself accordingly. Abdul Rahim grew up as a sensitive and kind boy who received medical 
treatment for a problem related to nervous seizures. 

4. 1 never heard of Abdul Rahim having involvement with politics or extreme 
religion. If Abdul Rahim had been involved in any improper conduct while living in the United 
Arab Emirates, he would not have been able to remain in the country because he is an expatriate 
of Syria. Misconduct on his part would have resulted in deportation. Additionally, misconduct - 
of any kind, would have rendered him ineligible to attend school. Up until the time of his 
disappearance, he was attending school in Ras El Khaimah. 

5. In late 1999 and early 2000, Abdul Rahim was living with our brothers, Adnan 
and Abdul Haleem, while they all attended school in Ras El Khaimah. I did not have first hand 
involvement with receiving calls or hearing the dispute, but I heard on the day that Abdul Rahim 
disappeared that Abdul Rahim borrowed about 400 dirhams from someone without telling Abdul 
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Haleem or any of our other family members. Our father is extremely strict about family honor. 
Borrowing money from a person outside of our family, without speaking with other family, is a 
matter that Abdul Rahim would be required to answer for to our father. As the eldest brother, I 
know my father would have been displeased with Abdul Rahim about this and that he would 
have expected Abdul Haleem to report this conduct to him. When Abdul Haleem said he was 
going to tell our father, Abdul Rahim left home and could not be found. 

6, I did not hear from Abdul Rahim until several months later when, after hearing 
that Abdul Rahim was going to be on a television interview, I saw the television broadcast of his 
interview on Abu Dhabi television. When I saw the broadcast, I immediately questioned 
whether Abdul Rahim had been mistreated by others who wanted him to say the things 
mentioned in the broadcast. Abdul Rahim appeared very different than he had been before he 
left the U.A.E.; he was very pale, he had lost a lot of weight, and he sounded very stressed. I 
was also struck by the change in his use of expressions during the broadcast. Abdul Rahim used 
a number of phrases that are not part of his normal vocabulary, the vocabulary used at the school 
we both attended, or the vocabulary of our religious tradition. The inconsistency between the 
simple Abdul Rahim I know, and the person he was portraying in the interview, in combination 
with his physical appearance during the interview, led me to believe he was being unduly 
influenced to speak that way. 

7. I heard from family members that Abdul Rahim had been freed from the Taliban 
prison after the collapse of the Taliban but had no direct contact with him. I heard he had been 
taken into custody by the Americans when other family members told me they had received a 



letter from Abdul Rahim. 
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8. From my knowledge of my brother throughout our lives, I believe Abdul Rahim is 
a kind person who would not pose a danger to the United States and its allies. For all the time I 
have known my brother, he has been extremely timid. He is not the kind of person who could 
even slay a chicken. Abdul Rahim never expressed to my knowledge anything about violence or 
hatred toward anyone and never expressed any interest in violent action of any kind. Knowing 
my brother, as I do, I believe the statements he made during his television interview were not his 
own. Even though the statements he made during the broadcast were hurtful to our family, he is 
our brother and our father's son. He will always be welcome in our family circle. We love and 
miss him and are worried that he is still suffering in prison. We miss him much and hope for his 
quick release and return to freedom. 

I swear by Allah that what I say in my declaration, consisting of four initialed pages, 



6? day of September, 2006, is true and correct. 





Alaa Uddin Abdul Razaq 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 



Antuone Khawam, certify that I am a translator of Arabic and English licenced 



by the Ministry of Justice, Technical Affairs, of the United Arabic Emirates, as reflected in the 
attached credentials for Arcadia Legal Translation, P.O. Box 16286, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, and that I have completely and accurately translated the foregoing document from 
English to Arabic by reading the document to Alaa Uddin Abdul Razaq and that he has sworn on 



the N4uslim oath to the truth of the foregoing declaration in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on the 



date stated. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 



FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



ABDULRAHIM ABDUL RAZAK AL 
GINCO, 



Petitioner, 



V. 



GEORGE W. BUSH, et al. 



Respondents. 



CV 05-1310-RJL 



DECLARATION OF ADNAN 
ABDELRAZAK ALJENKO 



I, Adnan AbdelRazak AlJenko, swear and affirm, as indicated below, that the following 
statement is true and correct, given of my own free will, voluntary, and not the product of any 
coercion or duress: 



1. 



I am the brother of Abdul Rahim Abdul Razak Al Ginco; he is the fourth son and 



I am the fifth son of Abdul Razzak Al Ginco. While our names are spelled differently in English 
they are spelled the same in Arabic. I was born on January 1, 1980, and am presently 26 years 
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old. I am a citizen of Syria and have been living in the United Arab Emirates since 1992. I am 
married and the father of one child. 

2. Since leaving post-high school studies at Ras El Khaimah. I have worked as both 
an export supervisor and a truck driver. I am presently employed with ARZ Clearing & 
Forwarding (L.L.C.) and ARZ Import & Export (L.L.C.), I work there with my brother Abdel 
Salam. I am involved with the export of products such as coconut powder, tea, tires, and marble. 

3. We have always been a close family and w^hen we w^ere growing up we stayed in 
contact with each other on a daily basis. I attended secondary school as well as post-high school 
studies at Ras El Khaimah. While I was attending school in Ras El Khaimah, I was joined by my 
brothers Abdul Rahim and Abdul Haleem who arrived there for their post-high school studies. 
We all lived together in a residence in Ras El Khaimah. Even though my brothers and I were not 
living with our family in Ras Al Khaimah, our daily contact with our father and other family 
members remained the same. We stayed very busy with our studies and, if we had spare time, 
would play football On weekends we would return home and spend time with our family, 

4. I never heard of Abdul Rahim having anything to do with hateful or extreme 
opinions regarding religion and politics. I was undoubtedly the brother in our family who was 
closest to Abdul Rahim. Not only were we brothers, we were good friends. And our family is 
very close. I am certain I would have known of any immoral or illegal misconduct by Abdul 
Rahim. Because of our close relationship, we spent the most time with each other. I never heard 
of any bad conduct, at all, by my brother. In fact, prior to our acceptance to post-high school 
studies, we had to submit a report of good conduct issued by local authorities, as a requirement. 
Neither I, nor any of my brothers, could have attended school in Ras El Khaimah without a good 
conduct report. 
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D. 



In late 1999 and early 2000, Abdul Rahim was living with me and my brother, 



Abdul Haleem, while attending school in Ras El Khaimah, I was present when Abdul Haleem 
and Abdul Rahim had a discussion during which Abdul Rahim admitted borrowing about 400 
dirhams from Khaled Al Hajiri without telling Abdul Haleem or anyone else in the family. 
Abdul Rahim said he needed the money for cover the expenses of a school trip. He pleaded with 
Abdul Haleem not to tell our father, but Abdul Haleem, as the oldest brother of the three of us, 
was obligated to tell our father, Abdul Haleem would have been viewed by our family as failing 
to meet his responsibility if he did not inform our father of Abdul Rahim's misconduct. In fact, 
if our father found out from another person about Abdul Rahim's conduct then Abdul Haleem 
would have been in serious trouble with our father. Although the amount of money was not 
great Abdul Rahim should not have borrowed money outside the family without first speaking 
with family members about it. This matter of not informing family members is an issue taken 
very seriously within our family and is something that Abdul Rahim would have to answer for 
with our father. Our father takes great interest in the behavior of his sons and demands it is 
beyond reproach. 

6. On the day of the dispute over this issue between Abdul Haleem and Abdul 
Rahim, we three brothers left the apartment for 7:00 p.m. prayers and that is where I last saw 
Abdul Rahim. He did not return to the apartment with us. At first, we thought he had stopped to 
speak with a friend. Abdul Haleem called and told our father about what Abdul Rahim had 
done. About three hours after prayers, we became worried about Abdul Rahim's whereabouts, 
and Abdul Haleem called our father again and told him that Abdul Rahim was missing. It was 
very odd for Abdul Rahim to be missing, without any explanation, for such a long period of time. 
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7. My family and I attempted to locate Abdul Rahim^ including the filing of a 
missing person report with the Ajman police. Because our father keeps all the sons' passports, I 
loiew Abdul Rahim did not have his with him. We were very worried about Abdul Rahim's 
disappearance. 

8. Several months after Abdul Rahim 's disappearance, my family heard through the 
newspapers that Abdul Rahim w^as going to be on a television interview the next day. I was 
shocked when I saw the interview on Abu Dhabi television. Abdul Rahim had lost a lot of 
weight. He was pale. Although Abdul Rahim had been gone for only a short time he looked very 
different from the way he was before he left. During the television interview, he looked very 
stressed and in a very poor condition. The way he spoke during the broadcast seemed absurd 
because he said things about past conduct I know could not be true because we spent all of our 
time together. The claims about being a spy are contrary to what I believe Abdul Rahim would 
ever do, both because he is a shy and nervous person, and because our religious beliefs are 
against the deception needed to be a spy. During the inter\dew, Abdul Rahim said things about 
jihad he had never said in his lifetime. The names he gave of people involved in spying were just 
schoolmates past and present. Even though the statements were obviously untrue, the scandal 
was great, and our family suffered in reputation. 

9. My family received no direct or indirect contact from Abdul Rahim while he was 
in the Taliban prison, except one letter. Sometime after the television interview, my brother 
Abdul Salam received a faxed letter in Abdul Rahim's handwriting. I read the letter, which 
expressed concerns regarding his health and the terrible conditions in his prison. We have not 
been able to locate the letter. 
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10, The first time we heard directly from Abdul Rahim after the television interview 
was broadcasted was when he called our family on a mobile phone from Kandahar, Afghanistan, 
after the fall of the Taliban. My mother and I both were on the telephone with Abdul Rahim at 
the same time. I was on one extension and my mother was on the other telephone. My mother 
began by asking Abdul Rahim why he had said those terrible things in the television interview. I 
heard Abdul Rahim respond that he had been threatened and that there had been men" armed with 
guns behind the curtain. The television broadcast of Abdul Rahim showed him sitting in front of 
a curtain while being interviewed. The conversation was very short because he said he was 
borrowing a satellite phone from a media person. We received several other calls, but I was not 
on those calls. I heard Abdul Rahim was trying to figure out how to come home. 

11. We were all glad to hear of Abdul Rahim 's efforts to return and wished for his 
quick arrival home. When the Americans arrived in Afghanistan, and the Taliban fell, leading to 
the release from prison of Abdul Rahim, I was very happy. I thought the arrival of the 
Americans would be a good development for Abdul Rahim. I could not believe it when Abdul 
Rahim was taken by the Americans to Guantanamo, 

/// 
/// 
/// 
/// 
/// 
/// 



/// 
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12. We first heard that Abdul Rahim was in Guantanamo Bay in a letter we received 
from him through the Red Cross. The letter had a United States postmark and came about four 
or five months after the phone call when I spoke with Abdul Rahim. I do not believe that Abdul 
Rahim is a danger to anyone. There is nothing from what I know of my brother that makes me 
think he would ever be a terrorist or spy. He has a kind heart, and I hope he can be restored to 
our family as soon as possible. 

I swear by Allah that what I say in this declaration consisting of six initialed pages given 
on this 6^ day of September, 2006, is true and correct. 




Adnan AbdelRazak AlJenko 

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
I, George Antuone Khawam, certify that I am a translator of Arabic and English licensed 
by the Ministry of Justice, Technical Affairs, of the United Arabic Emirates , as reflected in the 
attached credentials for Arcadia Legal Translation, P.O. Box 16286, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, and that I have completely and accurately translated the foregoing document from 
English to Arabic by reading the document to Adnan AbdelRazak AlJenko and that he has sworn 
on the Muslim oath to the truth of this document in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on the date 
stated. 
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V. 




ABDUL RAZZAK JENKO 


GEORGE W. BUSH, et aL, 






j 

1 Respondents. 







L Abdel Salam Abdul Razzak Jenko. swear and affirm, as indicated below, that the 
following statement is true and correct, is given voluntarily of my own free will, and is not the 
product of any coercion or duress: 

L I am the brother of Abdul Rahim Abdul Razak Al Ginco: he is the fourth son anB 



I am the second son of Abdul Razzak Al Ginco. While our names are spelled differently in 



English, they are spelled the same in Arabic. I was born on Janua 
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30 years old. I am a citizen of Syria and have been living in the United Arab Emirates for the 
past fifteen years. I am married and the father of three children. 

2. After finishing my education through high school, I began working eleven years 
ago for the international trading companies ARZ Clearing & Forwarding (L.L.C) and ARZ 
Import & Export (L.L.C.). I am now a manager of the company, overseeing international trading 
in diverse products such as coconut powder, tea, tires, marble, and many other items. 

3. All of my brothers and sisters have always maintained a close connection to our 
family. Abdul Rahim was no exception to this. Because of our close family relationship, I am 
well aware of the personality of my brother Abdul Rahim. He was always a very shy person 
growing up. I can best describe him as a simple and good-hearted person. 

4. I never heard of Abdul Rahim having anything to do with hateful or extreme 
opinions regarding religion and politics. Also, because of the way our family was, I am certain I 
would have been told of any immoral or illegal misconduct by Abdul Rahim. In fact, when I was 
asked about Abdul Rahim's conduct by Abdul Rahim's lawyers, I was able to produce the 
attached good conduct report from local authorities. This report was originally obtained at the ' 
time Abdul Rahim began his post-high school studies at Ras El Khaimah. Additionally, had 
Abdul Rahim been involved in any improper conduct w^hile living in the United Arab Emirates, 
he would not have been able to remain in the country because he is an expatriate of Syria. 
Misconduct of any serious kind would have meant deportation to Syria, and he would not have 
been able to obtain a good conduct report. Our father reminded us of this issue often and 
encouraged us to conduct ourselves in an appropriate and legal manner. We all abided by the 
encouragement of our father with regard to our conduct and behavior. 
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5. In late 1999 or early 2000, Abdul Rahim was living with my brothers. Adnan and 
Abdul Haleem, while they all attended school in Ras El Khaimah. During this same time, I 
learned there had been a dispute involving Abdul Rahim and our brother Abdul Haleem. It was 
my understanding that Abdul Rahim borrowed about 400 dirhams from someone without telling 
Abdul Haleem or any of our other family members. When Abdul Haleem realized that Abdul 
Rahim had borrowed money from a person outside of our family, he told Abdul Rahim that he 
would have to tell our father. Abdul Rahim left home when Abdul Haleem insisted he had to tell 
our father about the misbehavior of borrowing money from someone outside the family without 
speaking first to his older brother. 

6. Our father is a very important and respected figure in the family. He is our 
teacher and advisor. The view in our family is, first there is God, then there is our father. Even 
now, although I am an adult, the approval of my father is very important to me and his 
disapproval is to be avoided at all costs. Although the amount of money involved was relatively 
small, the shame and concern regarding our father's reaction to Abdul Rahim being indebted to 
someone outside of our family and not asking for assistance from family members would be 
substantial 

7. The first time that I heard of the problem with Abdul Rahim borrowing the 
dirhams was when the family began contacting all Abdul Rahim's friends and associates trying 
to figure out where he was. Because our father keeps all our passports, I did not think Abdul 
Rahim could leave the United Arab Emirates. And even if he had his passport, I did not think it 
would occur to Abdul Rahim to leave the United Arab Emirates because of his naivete and 
simplicity. 
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8. As the head of our family, my father kept control of all our passports. After 
Abdul Rahim's disappearance, our father turned Abdul Rahim's passport in to the Ajman police 
at the same time he made a missing person report with the Ajman police. At the request of Abdul 
Rahim's lawyers, I requested that the Ajman police provide me with a copy of Abdul Rahim's 
passport. I contacted the Ajman police on September 6. 2006, and requested that they fax me a ' 
copy of Abdul Rahim's passport. They did not do so, but the following day, w^ich is today, I 
went personally to the Ajman police department, saw the original of the passport, and received 
from the police the copy of the passport that is attached to this declaration, with my initials, in 
the complete and accurate form in which I received it. 

9. Several months after Abdul Rahim's disappearance, I read an article in the 
newspaper A! Sharq Al Awsat that contained a transcript of an intenaew with Abdul Rahim, and, 
on the same day, the television broadcasted advertisements stating the interview was going to be 
televised the next day. Having had no contact with him for months, and then learning about this 
television interview^ was a great surprise to me and my family. The following day, my family 
watched in shock as Abdul Rahim W'as interviewed on Abu Dhabi television. I did not believe 
the words he said were true; his statements about bad behavior, such as having lived his twenty- 
two years in vice, w^ere false because he lived under close supervision of his family and had not 
been doing such things; and the spy claims could not be true because no one would make a 
simple and inexperienced person like Abdul Rahim involved espionage; and the names he gave 
of people involved in spying, I was told by my family, were just schoolmates. In looking at the 
broadcast, it appeared to me, because I know^ Abdul Rahim very well, that he was under great - 
stress. In my opinion, he looked fearfiil. In contrast to his appearance before he left, Abdul 
Rahim was much paler, and he had lost a lot of weight. Even though Abdul Rahim's statements 
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during the interview were obviously untrue, the scandal was great and our family suffered as a 
result. In fact, many of our extended family members cut their ties with us because of what 
Abdul Rahim said during that broadcast. 

10. My family received no direct or indirect contact with Abdul Rahim while he was 
in the Taliban prison except for one letter. Sometime after the television interview, I received a 
telephone call from an Urdu speaker who stated he was a doctor who had visited Abdul Rahim 
while Abdul Rahim was in the Taliban prison. I speak Urdu, and the person told me that Abdul 
Rahim had requested that the caller send us a letter from Abdul Rahim. I gave the Urdu-speaker, 
my fax number and a short time later received a letter in Abdul Rahim's writing. The letter 
expressed concerns regarding his health and the terrible conditions in his prison. We cannot now 
locate the letter. 

11. A short time after the United States entered Afghanistan, I heard from family 
members that Abdul Rahim had called by telephone from Kandahar, Afghanistan. I heard that 
Adnan and my mother received the first call from Abdul Rahim. I myself received a single 
telephone call from Abdul Rahim on my mobile phone while I was at work. I know the call was 
from a satellite telephone because the number shown was code 0088216, w^hich I loiew from my. 
experience in using a satellite telephone, means the call originated from a satellite telephone. 
When I realized it was Abdul Rahim, I confronted him about the pain he caused our family by 
saying disgraceful things on television during his interview. Abdul Rahim said that he could not 
explain in detail but that armed men threatened him from behind the curtain near where he sat 
during the interview. During my phone call with him, Abdul Rahim said he was attempting to 
obtain assistance from the Red Cross and the United Nations in getting home. 
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12, I first heard that Abdul Rahim was in Guantanaino Bay from a letter he sent to us 
through the Red Cross, which was mostly blacked out. I do not believe that my brother Abdul 
Rahim should be in Guantanamo because he is not a danger to anyone. From everything I know- 
about my brother, I do not believe this simple person would ever volunteer to be a spy or that he 
would ever volunteer to be a terrorist. I am very worried that he was tortured and mistreated to 
say disgraceful things that are simply not true. I and my family are very concerned about Abdul 
Rahim's well-being and want him to be free and safe. We love him very much and miss him. 
13. I have previously provided requested information regarding Abdul Rahim to the 
authorities for our home country of Syria as well as the United Arab Emirates. Our family has 
done nothing wrong. We very much want Abdul Rahim to be free as soon as possible. 

I swear by Allah that what 1 say in my declaration, consisting of six initialed.pa'ges and 
ten pages of attachments, given on this 7th day of September, 2006, is true.- "^ 





Abdel Salam Abdul Razzak Jenko 
CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 

I, George Antoune Khawam, certify that I am a translator of Arabic and English licenced 
by the Ministry of Justice, Technical Affairs, of the United Arabic Emirates, as reflected in the 
attached credentials for Arcadia Legal Translation, P.O. Box 16286, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, and that I have completely and accurately translated the foregoing document from 
English to Arabic by reading the document to Abdel Salam Jenco and that he has sworn on the 
Muslim oath to the truth of the foregoing declaration in DubaUUmted Arab Emirates; on the date 



stated. . _ \A^^^^^^^% 
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Summark ed Unsworn Detainee Statement 

The Tribunal President read the hearing instructions to the Detainee, The Detainee 
confirmed that he understood the process and bad a comment and a question. 

Detainee: Sir, Fm not a combatant Ifl can tell you guys my story, I hope you guys 
listen too. Let me tell you my entire story; please give that time. 

Tribunal President: Certainly, We are here to hear your story and your statement as it 
applies to the evidence against you. And we \vill give you an opportunity for you to 
make your statement here in a few minutes. 

The Recorder presented Exhibits R'l andR^l into evidence and gave a brief 
description of the contents of the Unclassified Suntmary of Evidence (Exhibit R-l). 

The Recorder confirmed that he had no further unclassified evidence or witnesses and 
requested a dosed Tribunal session to present classified evidence. 

The Tribunal President stated that the Detainee wants to participate and that ke will 
make an oral statement and that he has requested one document from the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. The Tribunal President has ruled this 
document relevant The document has been produced and will be submitted and 
received as evidence on the Detainee^s behalf later on in the Tribunal session* 

The Detainee did want to take the Muslim oath. 

Detainee: How would you want me to start, wife my story? 

Tribunal President: The Personal Representative might be able to assist you to make 
comments in regard to the imclassified summary. 

Detainee; That's fine. 

Tribunal President: After that, you can add whatever you would like. 

Detainee: Thank you very much. 

The Personal Representative read the accusations to the Detainee so that he could 
respond to the allegations. The allegations appear in italics^ below. 

3m. The Detainee is a member ofal Qaida. 

3. a. L The Detainee claims Syrian citizenship. 

Detainee: Yes. 
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3.a.2 The Detainee lived in the United Arab Emirates and traveled to Afghanistan. 

Detainee: Yes. 

3m. 5. The Detainee traveled to Afghanistan in January 2000. 

Detainee: Yes. 

5, a A The Detainee traveled to Afghanistan for the Jihad, 

Detainee: No, 

i.aJ. The Detainee is a member ofal Qatda. 

Detainee: No, 

3.a. 6, The Detainee trained with the al Qaida terrorist organization. 

Detainee: No. 

3m. Z The Detainee trained at al Farouq training camp in Afghanistan, January 2000. 

Detainee: Yes, that happened. 

3m.8. While at al Farouq, the Detainee received training on small arms, mountain 
tactics, topography, and jungle/guerilla type warfare. 

Detainee: No. It was just small weapon training, thaf s all. Not all of it, just 18 days. 

3,a.9. The Detainee volunteered to be a suicide martyr. 

Detainee: No. 

3,a.l0. The Detainee is associated with an a! Qaida weapons specialist, who possessed 
his own poisons and explosives training camp. 

Detainee: No, We were in prison together. Hiey accused us of being American spies, I 
didn't have any money in prison. He threatened me one day that he was going to kill me. 
He told me he was an expert, an explosives/poisons expert. Because of him, I am in 
prison. He said that I knew him. There's nothing between us. 

Tribunal President: Is there anything else you would like to add or expand on? You are 
welcome to do so at this time? 
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Detainee: Sir, I was a prisoner of Taliban and alQaida. They accused me ofbeing a spy, 
because I used to be with them. In Bagram, fighting, because I went to administer, I just 
turned and ran away from my father. But, they caught me in a border city and they put 
me in prison. And if you get tagged as Taliban, they forced me, tortured me to say Vm an 
American spy, or spy for any intelligence service. So, if the interrogation people said 
that, that's proof of a lie. The testimony is tbaX Vm not al Qai^ that Fm not a murderer, 
or Jihad for others. I must be a coward. I must pray for those people in this world. 
(Very inaudible and broken.) Vm not al Qaida. 

They tortured me, and I lost my fingers. Now my hand, my right hand, it's numb, you 
know, I lost my hand because of them. Because of them (Taliban), they tortured me for 
three months. How long would I be with them? Does this mean Fm with them? That 
doesn't mean if Fm with them, or their brother as they said, brother Abdul. Fm not 
going to be tortured for three months. They then took me to a prison, and told me Fm 
gomg to be a prisoner for twenty-five years, at least If Fm their brother or member, they 
aren't gomg to put me in prison like that I mean they accused me of being a spy. And 
here, you guys accuse me of being alQaida. No mercy. Who am I? From you, I want 
tribunal justice to say either al Qaida or a spy; I want to know who I am. Seriously, I was 
in a Taliban prison forever and they told me I would be a prisoner for twenty-five years. 
So, even if you say al Qaida, or no al Qaida, or accuse me of whatever you accuse me of, 
Fm going to be in prison forever for something that happened in the past You take me 
from that prison and nothing changed in my life, I was taken from prison to prison. I ask 
the tribunal to please be mercifiil on me^ and please be just and be fair. Please, sir^ 
please. 

Tribunal President: That is our intention, certainly, and we will take everything mto 
consideration as we make a determination of whether you have been properly classified 
as an enemy combatant. 

Detainee: Thank you very much. 

Tribunal President: Now, understand that we have not seen your file, and we only know 
what is before us now, about you. 

Detainee: Sir, this infonnation, is this just for you guys, or interrogation people? I have 
been cooperative for what now, it has been for two or three years. All the detainees, most 
of the detainees, they're being uncooperative, being mean, stubborn, being very mean to 
the other detainees, the interrogation people are mean too. I did run away from my block, 
to another block. I now stay in the psych ward. I stay in the psych block because of the 
people here. They *re accusing me of beii^ an American spy. So, I warn you guys, take 
this in consideration, please. I don't know how to explain this to you guys. Please be 
merciful on me, please, Fm not an enemy combatant; I had American fiiends in United 
Arab Emirates, I loved my friends. If you would like being an enemy against Americans, 
against Christians, they would be killed with us. I invited them many times to my house 
to have diimer with me. We would eat together and they know my fether. If I were a 
murderer, I would poison them and I would kill them. I know a guy, his name is Richard 
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and he's an American. I know another guy, Wsnamei^hristopher and he's an 
American, I know another guy, Ms name is^HBHB^^^^'^ British. I know a lot 
of people (here. All the people in my block who Vm talking to, MP's or to the staff, the 
psych staff, brothers, sisters, they are like that, and they donH have a problem with 
anybody. Fm a guy of the mind, I started college and I don't think that eveiy Christian or 
every American, Vm a victim, between crusaders and mujahadins. Mujahadins or ^ 
Christian crusaders. Sir, Fm not a mujahadin, Fm not a crusMer, and Fm just a victim 
between them, Fve been in prison for three years; this will be (starting) my fifth year, kt 
Taliban years, two years, a year and a half, I lost my life. My father disowned me; he 
said you're not my son anymore, because he thought I was a spy. Time maga2ine, they 
even advertised that about me, that FmalQaida So, who am I, seriously? Idon^tknow 
who I am. I don't know what I said to you guys, I just want you to be just, and to be fair 
and look, I don't how to express my contrition. Just, whatever, from you guys I want 
you to listen to my story, I want enough time. I don*t want anyone to stop me ftom 
telling my story. I want to tell all of it I thank all of you. All ofyou, I want to thank, 
first from the president, to the staff here, to my presenter from the interviews. Thanks, 
everybody. 

Tribunal President We understand, and we want you to know that we're not here to 
punish you. We have come here also with an open mind and we will make a just and fair 
decision. 

Detainee: So, who will make a decision here? You guys, or Washington D.C.? 

Tribunal President: The three of us will decide on whether or not you have been properly 
classified as an enemy combatant, but only after we had heard your statement and have 
reviewed all the evidence and information. We will forward our decision to the 
convening authority in Washington D.C. After he reviews the proceedings of this 
tribunal, you will h^ notified of tise results. 

Detainee: How long will that take? 

Tribunal President: Thirty- to- sixty days, probably, but it will be done as soon as 
possible. And if we determine that you have not been properly classified as an enemy 
combatant then you will be released to your home country as soon as arrangements can 
be made. If we determine that you have been properly classified as an enemy combatant 
or confirmed your enemy combatant status, you would be eligible then for an 
administrative review board hearing at a fiiture date. After awhile, before we close out 
this session today, Fll explain more of what the process will be. 

Detainee: Okay. 

Tribunal President But, right now, we*re here to listen to whatever you feel is important 
and what you want to make known to this tribunal. 

Detainee: Sir, do you want me now to tell my stoiy? 
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Tribunal President: If you would like, we're ready to receive it 

Detainee: Yes, please. Sir, I have a fether, he was very difficult, very extreme, a very 
religious man. He would beat us up, my biothers and me. Bxxt, I was the only who had 
emotional problems. I had a seizures caused by epilepsy. I used to take the medication 
for it. I still take medication for it, here in the psych ward, here in Cuba. I couldn*t 
handle my father anymore. What I did is run away fix>m home. That happened after I 
borrowed money from* , .(the Detainee turns to the Personal Representative and asks for 
her to continue the story for him.) 

Detainee: (As read by the Personal Representative from notes taken fix^m interview with 
Detainee) OK^ we'll continue on. He was a college student at the University of Al-Imam 
Mohammad bin Saud. He got money from a friend and was able to leave tiie U. A.E, 
(United Arab Emirates). 

(The translator at this time asks the Detainee if he wants him to translate as she read, and 
he said yes, to translate every word.) 

Detainee; (As read by the Personal Representative from notes taken from interview with 
Detainee) His brother found out and went to his father. At that time, his fether 
dishonored him. He said to his father that he would show him. He fled from his 
brother's house and went to Abu Dhabi, the capital of U.A.E. Here he had the phone 
number for the Syrian embassy and the United Nations Commuiuty of Human Rights. 
He tried to get another passport. He want to ttie Afghanistan Embassy, and had a friend 
who was a secretary there, but he wasn't able to get a passport But, he wotdd be able to 
deport him to Afghanistan, from there (he could go) to Syria, then to Europe, and to any 
other coimtry. So, he goes to the police and tells them that he is Afghani. At that time, 
he spoke broken Arabic, He went to Al-Rashida (ph) police station and was deported (to 
Afghanistan). 

He then went to the Taliban; they used him as an interpreter. (At this point, the Detainee 
speaks ^xp and corrects the statement). 

Detainee: No, no, I went to the Taliban. They called in the interpreter between the Syrian 
and myself. When the interpreter came, he spoke to me, asking me where did I come 
from, who do I work for, what do I need? I told them I ran away from my father. I told 
them all what was going on with me, 1 told them this, and they said, no, you aren't going 
anywhere, you are coming witii us. I said, "Who are you?" They answered, "My 
brothers, and we belong to a certain brotherhood." So, I told them no, I said Fm not here 
to come with you. I have addresses here with me; I came to go to these addresses here. I 
come here to live in Afghanistan, or if I can't live m Af^anistan, then 111 go to Syria, or 
Europe, or whatever to be able to get refiigee status in AfghanistaiL As a Syrian, Fm a 
Syrian, and in Afghanistan, you can go to the United Nations to get the refugee status. 
But, he told me no, you have to go to Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. You have to go 
there with our other brothers. If you don*t come with us, go back where you came from. 
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I told them, okay, I don't have any money, and I don't have anything. Home is where I 
come from; can you help me to go back tibiere again, or at least get to Pakistan? Pakistan 
is a border country. He said no, he won't give me any money and said you have to go 
with us, or go back to whej^ you came from, I told him no. If you feed me, give me 
clothes to wear, help me, Til come with you, but 1 can't do anything. He took me to the 
guesthouse, they changed my name to Dejaimin (pL) and he told me that I had to go to al 
Farouq camp. I couldn't say that Tm not going there. If I don't go to that camp, tliey can 
do whatever they want to me, kill me; I'm already scared that they are going to kill me. 
They sent me to the camp; there were tactical, jungle, topography camps, all of it. But, 
first, basic training with light weapons, I saw that when they finished with light weapons, 
they would send them to tactical training, and then to the filter lines/weapon lines. 
When they told me that, I cowered. I told them please, I want to go home, and to see my 
family, my friends, please let me go, and see them, please let me go back to U.A.E. I feel 
bad that I ran away from home. What they said was OK, now that you got all this 
information from us, you looked at our camps, you must be a spy. You must work for the 
American Embassy m the U,A,E. They told me I had to go with them to Kabul. They 
took me to Kabul again and then to Kandahar, There they started beatmg and torturmg 
me. They used electric shock on me to get information from me. They started to torture 
me a lot. I lost the use ofmy right hand because of that They ften sent me to the prison. 
The prison was called (inaudible). They kept me there. They said they were going to 
keep me there for twenty-five years, at leasi if not forever, I then stayed in the prison 
until the United States, until Septembo: 1 1^ happened. The United States ttien came to 
Afghanistan. They started bombing. I was in prison at that time, and then September 
happened. My friend and I, we were both in prison together. He left, he went to Russia, 
he was Russian. We said we would be witnesses against the Taliban and ^ Qaida, They 
sent us to the U.S. Forces, to the detention camp in Kandahar. So, the interpreters, the 
reporters, news reporters, they came to us, we told them, one of them, he was from Time 
magazine. His name was Mike; we told him that we wanted to be witnesses agamst al 
Qaida and Taliban, We want to go to the Americans, So, after two days, there were FBI 
members, and Special Forces members there. They came to xis, and they told us to come 
vnth them for a few days, and then they will release us to go home. We went to the 
camp, and they interrogated us that first day. They sai4 we are sorry, but you are gomg 
to have to go to Cuba. So, we had to go to Cuba, and when they are done with you, you 
will be separated from the other detamees, I was separated from other detainees, other 
Taliban members, while I was m Kandahar, but I still had to go to Cuba, 

My friends and I were very cooperative. When they transferred us here, we met with the 
ICRC for three days, but from three days, it's now three yeai^. Nobody has accused me 
while Tve been here for three years. All they ask me about is other people, other 
detamees here, about whom I know, about who tortured me, who put me in prison. What 
I don't understand is, nobody accused me with all these ^cusations until now, 
(Inaudible) Idon'tknow who this is; I didn't get to see the report from the recoriier, I'm 
sorry. I don't know where he gets these accusations from, you know, I was put in prison, 
I was there, and they tortured me. Even if you say I'm one of them, after two years in 
Taliban prison, diey tortured me for three months; do you think I'm going to be with 
them? I lost My pounds while in the Taliban prison. I had gotten sick with tuberculosis, 
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I had emotional problems, I was stressed oiit, and I got lung problems. All those, I got 
from them. Do you think Fm going to be one ofthem, even if I were one of them? God 
knows, I'm not one of them, I never been with them as a member. Vm not going to be a 
martyr; Tm not that lucky of a guy to be a martyr. A martyr is a very holy thing. I'm not 
a martyr. My English isn't very well, Fm sorry about that 

Tribunal President: You are doing well You're fine. 

Detainee: So, my friends who were with me in the Taliban prison, two of them are here, 
#493 and #491. They are still here. And #490 and #491 , 1 mean #492, sorry, they are the 
ones that left One British and one Russian. They had gotten transferred to their home 
countries to be judged in their home countries. But me, because Fm Syrian, Fm with the 
other two here, Saudis. Nobody asked about our citizenship or us. Because (inaudible) 
Fm a Syrian, and there's no goverrunent official from Syria. The interrogators come 
from all over the world to interview with their detainees. But, me, a Syrian, the 
government, no U.A.E government, nobody came to ask where Fm from or what Js 
happening with me, or ask if any Americans asked about me, so that they can let me back 
in my country, so I can be judged in ray country. Nobody wants me and everybody is 
accusmgme. I really don't know who I am. Thafsalllhavetosay, Sk. Thank you, all 
of you for listening to me. Thank you very much. 

Tribunal President You*re very welcome. We may have some questions but does this 
conclude your statement? 

Detainee: Yes. 

Tribimal President: Thank you for your testimony. 

Deduce: You're welcome. 

Tribunal President; Personal Representative, do you have any further questions for the 
Detainee? 



Personal Representative: Just some additional information. While he was in prison, he 
was in a Taliban prison. It was from January 2000 to May, . . 

Detainee: No, from May 2000 to January 2002. 

Personal Representative: And, I will be giving you Exhibit D-b, on that information. In 
addition to that, the Detainee spoke about having epilepsy. He is taking medication at 
this time. ThemedicationsatthistimeinclvideDepakote, Zoloft, and Zyprexa. Sir, in 
addition to that, all I have is my next exhibit (Note: the Personal Representative, who 
happens to be a nurse, advised that the medications are for the foUowmg purposes: 
Depakote - used for tiie treatment of seizures, bipolar disorder and prevention of 
migraines; Zoloft - used to treat depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, panic 
disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, and for treating social anxiety disorder; 
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Zyprexa - used for treattog patients with schizophrenia and manic episodes associated 
with bipolar I disorder. It also is used as maintenance therapy for bipolar disorder. 

Tribunal President: Would that be D-b? 

Personal Representative: Yes Sin 

Tribunal President: I will give you the oppartumty to present that here shortly. 
Recorder, do you have any questions for the Detainee? 

Recorder: I have two questions. Sir, concerning a few of his statements. You mentioned 
the videotape. You say the Intel people here have th^ videotape? 

Detainee: Yes. 

Recorder: And the news reporter, you said his name was Mike from Time magazine. 
Can you tell me the date that you remember seeing him? 

Detainee: He's Australian. The date? 

Recorder: Try to remember^ get as close to a date as possible. . . 

Detainee: January 2002. Excuse me Sir, about the videotape, I did a polygraph test and I 
passed it twice. 

Tribunal President: We understand. 

Detainee; I passed it twice, you know. I.was cooperative with them, 1 told them I 
wanted to t^e the polygraph test. People are scared^ft^olygraph test So, I asked 
them to give it to me. My interrogator, his name ^sShHhI ^^ was here for one 
year, two years, and I think he left. That's all Sir. 

Tribunal President: Thank you. 

The Personal Representative and the Recorder had no further questions. 

Tribimal Members' questions 

Q. Thank you for coming to speak with us today. I just want to make sure I xmderstand 
all the pieces of the story that you gave us. The reason why yoxar father was upset with 
you was because you were trying to leave the U, A.E. and he did not want you to leave? 

A, No, no. The reason was because I borrowed money from some of my friends. He 
made a big deal of it. So, he denounced me, you are no longer my son, he had told me. 
This is why I traveled out of ttiere, I want to add more informatioru That Tve been in 
U.A,E,, I was there since 1992 to 2000, and my father kicked me out I want to go back 
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to Syria, I miss my family, md I miss my relatives. Because he was a poor gay, he didn't 
want my brothers and me to go, because he didn't have the money, it cost money that he 
didn't have. So, thaf s one of the reasons, another reason was that I wanted to go to 
Syria. 

Q. For what purpose did you borrow the money from your fiiend? 
A. We had a school trip; I was in charge of this trip- We came out in the negative, I 
came ouit owing money to people. I borrowed money fts>m my friend to give to the other 
people who were going on the trip, 

Q. He was upset that you had to borrow money at all? 

A. Yes. I swear, it's like that, I swear to God, if you want me to swear by the Bible, by 
Koran, by whatever you want me to, TE swear, P m going to swear. You can ask my 
father. You can ask him personally. (Inaudible) Fm going to show you. My father, he's 
an old man, but he beat me, and I can*t do anything to him, because he*s my fa&er. And, 
you know, he touched me, but I can't do any&ing. We don*t have rules, like they do in 
America, Wheretheparents treat their children, they don't hurt them. He \ised to bloody 
my mother, beat her, everything. My little brother, when he was two years old, my father 
would beat Hm. He was an extreme man. 

Q, So, when you had your argument with him, you decided that you wanted to get away 
from U.A.E. 

A, Yes, 

Q, Out of all the places you could' ve chosen, Afghanistan was your only real choice? 
A. I couldn't go to anywhere else, I had to have a passport, a Syrian passport I told my 
friend, at the embassy, at the Syrian embassy. They said no, you have your own passport 
My passport was witfi my fether. I called my embassy to get another passport, they said 
you have one already, we can't give you another one. They told me no. I went to the 
American embassy, to get to America. They said you have to pay $10,000.00 dollars or 
you have to wait imtil October (it was January at this time) for the lottery. I couldn't do 
anything. I then went to Canadian embassy; they used to have Kiirdish people who 
would go to Canada. I ask them for immigration, they said, here's our address in London 
and you can write to them, and explain your problem, and they will give you a guide of 
how to immigrate to Canada. I told them I couldn't wait a month. Where am I gomg to 
go? The police wouldn't help me; they would send me back to my fether. I didn't have 
anything to do, so I went to the Afghani embassy. I went to them; I said, give me a 
passport, and they said, we can't give you a passport but we can deport you from U.A.E. 
to Afghanistan, and from there, you can go wherever you want Do you understand me 
Sir? 

Tribunal Member: Yes I do. 

Q. If you had asked your father for your passport, would he have not given it to you? 
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A. No. No, 

Q. He would never allowed you to leave? 

A, No. No. He threatened me before. When I was m my last year in high school, I got 
mad at my brothers and I told them Fm going to run away, My father said, okay, if you 
run away, wherever you go, Fm going to get you. He had my passport in a box and 
closed the door, 

Q. So, you finally made it to Afghanistan, and you said that you had addresses of places 
that you originally wanted to go? 

A. Yes, because the guy who deported me, he had a seat in the Taliban embassy, Afghan 
embassy, it was the Taliban's embassy because there wasn't another embassy in 
Afghanistan. That guy, he gave me some addresses because where woiild I go, I go to 
Afghanistan, Fm going to get lost, where can I go? He gave me these addr^ses to help 
me. So I stay there until I get out of Afghanistan. 

Q. You weren't planning on staying in Afghanistan for a long time? 
A. No, Just to go there imtil I find the United Nations Office or find another embassy or 
organizations to help me to get out of the Middle East Becaxise in Afghanistan, you 
know, Uzbekistan or Kazakhstan, &om these places you can get to Europe easier, 

Q, Which happened first, them taking you to the training camp, or when they put you in 
jail because you wouldn't fight with them afterward? 

A* Yes, because they told me you have to fight against Mazar-E-Sharif, the Northern 
Alliance, I said Fm not going to fight to kill Muslims, Muslim to Muslim. Like the 
prophet Mohammed said if a Muslim kills a Muslim, both of them go to the fire. And, 
my brother, he's Muslim like me, how am I going to kill him? Fm gomg to fight in the 
Jihad against... if there is Jihad against the infidels, not against Muslims. If Fm to be a 
martyr against the Muslims, then it's not real. What they told me was that they use 
music, instead of prayer call, blah blah blah, and I was like no, mostly the first reason, 
you must fight, and the second reason is because I speak Enghsh. They captxired another 
detainee prisoner three months before me, and he was fit)m U A.E. and they said I came 
to complete what he came for. 

Q. Someone has said that you had volunteered to be a smcide martyr; do you know 
anybody who would say that? 

A. They told me about it, they told me about the videotape, when they made the 
videotape. At the end of the videotape, they told me to say somettiing like that, because 
they said I had to say that, in a way of granting repentance, redemption, and forgiveness. 
They told me I had to say that, the videotape was made by Abu Dhabi TV; they put it on 
all the TV in the U.A,E., the capital of U.A.E. 
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Q. So it was the Taliban prison people who forced you to do this? 

A. Yes, I did a polygraph for this aboxit the videotape, about being ib the (inaudible), 

myself, that's in the polygraph tape. 

Q. The fellow with the poisons and explosives training camp, he is here? 

A. Yes, he's here. 

Q. You say he*s here, in Cxdja? 

A. Yup, he's still in Cuba. 

Q. Okay, 

A. His ID,, his ISN number #653. We were in Taliban prison all the time. Since May 
2000 to January 2002, 

Q. You said he made threats against you? Why did he do that? 

A. Yupj because he was upset, because I told the Taliban that he forced me, and then he 
beat me up. I will tell you everything. He had a camp but before I got to Afghanistaru In 
that time, before that, the Arabs controlled all the camps. There weren't any more private 
camps, so they took his camp from him and they accused him of being a spy. When they 
took me, they told me that he was a spy for America. They beat me and tortured me I 
couldn't handle it, and that I told them he*s with me, that we are both American spies. 
Now he's mad at me, and he used to threaten me, and tlmt time he threatened to kill me. 
He said the next I get my hands on poison, Tm a poisons/explosives expert; Vm going to 
poison you. And he did try to poison someone in prison, before. 

Q. So, he really is an expert in poisons? 

A. Yes, Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did they torture him too then, in the Taliban prison? 

A. I don't know about him, we were separate. 

Q. So that's why he's upset with you, because you...? 

A. He's still upset with me Sir, forever. He's just mad because he is here. You can ask 
any detainee here in this camp. They all know in camp 4, camp 3, camp 2, and camp 1 . 
Forever, you can ask any detainee about him and me, about our story on being American 
spies. ITiey kill lis, they can kill us, I swear. This last hour, between the detainees and 
me, they say that Janko's power is now generally in the U.S. Army. Motherfuckers, I 
wasn't doing anything, sorry, my language, I cursed. Fm here, why woxild I be, look, if 
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my father in-law is a general in his axmy, would I be in this? I'm going to be in shackles 
and cuffs? Originally, Tm going to be Cuba. They kept tellmg me, spies, spies, spies. 
My issues got worse, I had to go to the psych ward> because of that. Because they keep 
telling me that, Fve been in all of the camps. Camp 1 , Camp 2, fiom block to whatever, 
they used to throw piss and shit on me because they think Fm a spy- They think I'm still 
spying on them. 

Q. If you were to be released, where would you want to go? 

A. To Jordan, sir. 

Q. To where? 

A, Jordan, 

Q. Jordan? Why Jordan? 

A. Because I can't go to Syria, they are going to say Fm a spy. I saw on Syrian TV, ihey 
showed me on TV, they put me on the Intemet, Af^nistan news 2000. You can get the 
pictures ftom the Internet, Me and (inaudible). 

Q.. I thought you said before you wanted to get away ftom the Islamic worid all together? 

A. Sir, but no, I miss home, and Jordan is the closest place to my parents, to my 
relatives, you know- Anytime that I can see them they can come to me, in two hours, 
they can be with me in Jordan. Not that fax away. It is still away ftom home, but it is the 
closest point to my home country, you know. 

Tribunal member: Thank you very much. 

Detainee: You're welcome. 

Q. You seem extremely coopemtive; I just wonder why you are still wearing an orange 
uniform as oppose to a tan or white one? 

A. I was in psyche ward, so, because of my psych problems, I used to hurt myself, cut 
myself, and bang my head So, if s been like this for the last two or three months now. 
They (kopped the levels. The Level 2 they wear orange. In level cnSy they give them the 
tan or white colors. And now, Fm level 2, and hopeMly in eighteen days I will be level 
1, so Fm going to change it. 

Tribunal member: Okay, you've answered my question. Thank you. 

Detainee: You^re welcome, Sir. 

Tribunal President's questions. 
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Q. The treatment that you're receiving, is it helping you? 

A. YeSj, Sir, 

Q. Do you feel Avell today? 

A. Yes Sir. 

Tribunal President: I hope you continue to do well 

Detainee: Thank you, Sir. 

Tribunal President: Is there anything else, any other information that you feel is 
important, that you would like for us to be aware of? 

Detainee: Sir, you can ask any Detainee, here, about Janko, #489, Syrian, they are going 
to say, ok, he's a spy. And, my friends, who use to be with me in prison, I hope you talk 
to them, or ask for them, #491 and #493. They axe my witnesses that I v*^ in prison. I 
had a British friend, he went back to Britain, he's gone, and I had a Rtjssian fiiend, he's 
also gone, so, basically, I'm lonely now, I hope that you listen to my situation. That's it. 

Tribunal President: Very well Thank you. Does anyone else have any more questions? 

Tribunal Member: Yes, one. Is there anything that you have said since you've been here 
in Cuba, during interrogations, that you would wish you could change, maybe something 
that you said, that you said, oh, I wish I would not have said that? 

Detainee: No, said, I'm positive of what I said. 

Tribunal Member: Okay. 

Detainee: I'm positive, there's nothing wrong. In the beginning in Afghanistan, they 
pushed me, they kept pushing me, they beat and tortured me, and they usually let me 
have outside exercise, that kind of torture. Military intelligence, tiiey told me to say I'm 
al Qaida, so, I told them, ok, I'm a! Qaida. How I told the Taliban I'm a spy, now I tell 
you guys I'm ai Qaida, Bxit when I came here to Cuba, nobody tortured me or forced me 
to. I want to change and say that Fm not al Qaida, I'm innocent, Sir, that's all, since I've 
come to Cuba, everything is correct and everything is good. Everything is true. 

Tribunal Member: Okay, Thank you. 

Detainee: You're welcome Sir. 

Tribunal President: Thank you for your testimony. 

Detainee; You're welcome Sir. 
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The Tribunal President confirms that the Detainee does have further evidence to 
present to the Tribunal The Personal Representative enters Exhibit D-b, the letter 
from the International Committee of the Red Cross. The Detainee has an oral 
statement concerning this letter. 

Detainee: They mentioned that I had told them that my name was Kawa Omar Karbash 
in the Taliban prison. Ifs true; I forgot to tell my representative that last time, My name 
in the Taliban prison was Kawa Omar KarbasL This name I made up just because there 
were a lot of people, they could do anything to me in the Taliban^ so I gave them the 
wrong number, the wrong name just like that. I want you guys to know my name was 
Kawa Omar Karbash, my home address P.O. Box 446 and the phone number is, the 
country code 0097167436030. 

Tribxmai President: Very well, that is what this explains here as well 
Detainee: Thank you. 

The Tribunal President explains the remainder of the Tribunal process to the Detainee 
and adjourns the Tribunal 



ATITHENTICATION 

I certify the material contained in this transcript is a true and accurate surmnary of the 
testimony riven durine the proceedings. 




CoIoneU United States Marine Corps 
Tribunal President 
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Summary of AdmiBistrative Review Board Proeeedmgg for ISN 489 

The Administrative Review Board was called to order^ 

The Designated MUiimy Officer (DMO) was sworn. 

The Board Reporter was sworn. 

The Translator was sworn. 

The Detainee entered ^e proceedings. 

The Presiding Officer announced the convening authority and purpose of the 
Administrative Review Board proceedings. 

The Administrative Review Board members were sworn. 

The Assisting Military Officer was sworn. 

The Presiding Officer asked tiie Detainee if he wishes to make a statement under oath. 
{Muslim oath offered). 

The Detainee accepted taking the (Muslim) oath and also took the standard oath. 

The Presiding Officer read the hearing instructions to the Detainee and confirmed that 
the Detainee understood. 

The Assisting Mliitary Officer presented the Enemy Combatant Notification form, 
Exhibit EO-A, to the Administrative Review Board. 

The Assisting Military Officer presented the Enetny Combatant Election Form, Exhibit 
EC'S, to the Administrative Review Board 

The Assisting MUitary Officer read theAMO Comments from the Enemy Combatant 
Eiecton Form, Exhibit EC-B. 

Assisting Military Officer: The detainee's ARB interview was conducted on 21 
November 2005 and lasted 40 minutes. After tiie ARB's purpose and procedures the 
Arabic translated Unclassified Siunmaxy of Evidence was read to the detainee. The 
detainee indicated that he understood Che difference between the CSRT and the ARB. 
When asked if he wanted to attend the ARB, present a written or oral statement, or have 
the AMO speak on his behalf, the detainee said, "Yes! I would like to attend and gladly 
answer allegations myself. IdonHhaveanyletta:stogive" The detainee was very 
polite, attentive, and would like to respond to the Unclassified Summary of Evidence 
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after ^ch point is read. A copy of the English, and Aiabic transiated Unclassified 
Summary of Evidence was given to the detainee for his revie"W. 

Tke Designated MiiUary Officer presented ihe Vndassifled Summary of Evidence^ 
Exhibits DMO-1 and DMO-l to theAdminisiradve Review Board, 

The Designated Military Officer stated thai a copy of these exhibits had been 
previously distributed to the Assisting Military Officer and Detainee. 

The Presiding Officer noted from the Enemy Combatant Election Form that the 
detainee wanted to respond to each item of information from the Unclassified 
Summary as it was presented. 

The Designated MUitary OJfrcer gave a brief description of the contents of the 
Unclassified Summary of Evidence, Exhibit DM0- J. to the A-dministrative Review 
Board 

Designated Military Officer: The detainee claims that he stayed with an Imam for two to 
three days. During this time, the Imam gave the detainee money and suggested that the 
detainee should direct his life toward ^Rhad, The two discussed the Jihad in C3iechnya. 

Detainee: Yes 

Designated Military Officer: In a video that was obtained fix)m a senior member of al 
Qalda's residence, the detainee claims that he was recruited to join the Jihad in 
Chechnya. 

Detamee: Do you mean me when you say senior member of al Qaida? 

Presiding Officer No, the video was obtained from the residence of a senior member of 
al Qaida. 

Detainee; That's not true. 

Presiding OfBcer: So you did not appear in the video that was made by al Qaida? 

Detainee: Yes, 1 was in the video but I did not say that I joined to fi^t in Chechnya, 

Designated Military Officer: The detainee claims that he stayed at an al Qaida 
guesdiouse in Kabul 

Detainee: It wasn't my choice, I vy^ hated. They believed that I was a spy, so they took 
me to the camp by force. If I were a member of al Qaida, they would not accuse me of 
spying. They do not accuse their members of spying. 
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Designated Military Officer: Hie detainee stated that he attended the al Farouq training 
camp in Kabul, Afghanistan between January and February 2000. 

Detainee: True. 

Designated Nfilitary Officer: While at the camp^ the detainee claims that he received 
training in small arms, assault weapons (Le., AK-47, G3 and M-16) and various other 
Riissian and Saudi made weapons. The detainee also received training in mountain 
fighting tactics. 

Detainee: It's true that I attended training for small arms, but it is not true that I attended 
training for tactics to fight in the mountains* I was only there for 18 days and this 
training takes three months. 

Designated Military Officen An associate of the detainee stated the detainee admitted to 
receiving military training outside of Afghanistan. 

Detainee: This is a lie. If 1 were trained outside of Afghanistan^ the training requires at 
least three months. From the day I finished attending the University to the day I went to 
Afghanistan it was only one month, I went to the Embassy of Canada, the Embassy of 
Germany, the Embassy of the United Nations and the Embassy of the United States to 
seek political asylum. This happened within days of me leaving my home and my 
University. 

Presiding Officer: Did this happen before or after you met with the Imam? 

Det^ee: Before. 

Designated Military Officer: An associate of the detainee claims that the detainee was 
possibly an agent for a foreign government 

Detainee: This is a lie. If I were an agent working for a foreign government it would he 
for the United Stales. 1 was accused of spying for the United States. If I were an agent 
for the United States I would not be sitting here right now, I would be out enjoying life. 

E>esignated MiHtary Officer: The detainee claims that after a dispute with his fether over 
a loan the detainee received firom a fiiend, the detainee attempted to leave the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Detainee: True, 

\ 
Designated Military Officer: The detainee claims that he sought asylum with nmnerous 

countries. 
Detainee: True. 
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Designated Military Officer The detainee claims that he requested to leave the training 
camp after eightcea days. As a result,. *&e detainee claims that he was suspected of 
spying. 

Detainee: True. 

Designated Military Officer: The detainee claims that while at the guesthouse, he worked 
on repairing and servicing heavy weapons. The detainee claims that he did not have any 
experience in this field and he learned on the job. 

Detainee: I participated in cleaning weapons not fixing them, I never used heavy 
weapons in my life and it took me five days to clean these weapons. 

Designated Militar>^ Officer: An associate of the detainee claims that the Taliban tortured 
the detainee to the extent that he had little oise of his right arm. As a result, the detainee 
spoke poorly of the Taliban, 

Detainee: This is true. I am showing you my hands. The fingers on my right hand caionot 
join together and if you look at them closely they axe not the same as my left. My left 
one I can move, but my right one I cannot. 

Designated Military Officer: The detainee claims that al Qaida tortured him until he 
admitted he was a spy. • 

Detainee: Yes, they claimed I was a spy for the United States. 

The Designated Military Officer confirmed that he had no further unclassified 
information and requested a closed session io present classified information rdevant to 
the disposition of the Detainee, 

The Presiding Officer acknowledged the request 

The Presiding Officer opened the Administrative Revien^ Board to the Detainee to 
present information h^M the assistance of the Assisting MiOtary Officer. 

The Presiding Officer had the Assisting Military Officer read the Detainee Comments 
from the Enemy Combatant Election Form, Exhibit EC^B. 

The Assisting Military Officer stated that he had no additional comments^ 

The Detainee made the following statement: 

Detainee: I have four points I would like to talk about, My behavior in the camp is very 
good The last six montiis I have been classified in level two. For the period I have been 
here I have not created any problems, fights, arguments, or any physical disputes with the 
guards. Second point, if I am released irom here I would like to finish school, get 
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mairied and join [a] Hiimsnitarian Organization. The reason why I woiild like to do that 
is because I have seen how the Red Crescent has helped the detainees here» They made 
us happier by talking to us and doing other good things for us. I want to join this 
Organization to work with them or a translator would be nice. All the good things fhey 
have done for us I am grateful This is my plan and my goal. Third point I do not pose a 
threat Co the United States, never in my life have I had hatred toward the United States. 
The relationships between me and the guards, the doctors^ the Psychiatrists and the 
General is gooi Ihadgoodrelationswiththedoctors, wlien some of them left! cried* If 
I had hatred for Americans when those people left I would not have cried. In addition to 
that I had American friends in United [Arab] Emirates. If I had hatred towards 
Americans I would have hurt die ones that were close to me first. Fourth pomt, there is a 
need to release me because I am a victim of the dispute between terrorism and the United 
States. Al Qaida took me to the guesthouse and to &e camp by force, not with my 
consent. They thought I w^as a spy. When I found out I was going to be killed I asked to 
be returned to United Arab Emirates, but that did not help. My sentence from al Qaida 
[ was to spend 25 years in prison because I was spying for the United States. After two 

years the Americans came and saved me from the prison. When the Americans came 1 
told them about the videotape the Taliban made of me. By me telling them about the 
video it created confusion to the pomt that the Americans believed I was working wth al 
Qaida. Here I am now I don't know if I am a spy for America or I work for al Qaida. 
Thank you very much for listening to me. 

The Assisting Military Officer had no further questions for the Detainee^ 

The Designated Military Officer had no further questions for the Detainee, 

Administrative Re^dew Board Memher^s questions: 

Board Member Do you speak and understand English very well? 

Detainee: Yes, I do. 

Board Member: Where did you learn? 

Detainee: I studied it in college. I had American friends and British friends and I have 
been here for three and a half years now, I have a good relationship with Americans and 
they help with the language. 

Board Member: How are fhinp gomg here for you? 

Detainee: Great, I think being here is like a vacation for me after Taliban prisoiL It was 
the worst prison in the world. 

Board Member What pison was that? 
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Detainee; Sarpouza in Kandahar, In the prison they did not feed you, no clothes^ and no 
shower nothing for months. My weight went fix)ni 265 pouaads to 162 pounds that's 
because of their torture and life conditions^ Here I think I am better than other detainees 
because ray relationship with the Americans is very good. The other detainees accuse me 
of being a spy. They threaten to cut my neck off. This is why I have been away from the 
other detainees. I have been in the Psych ward for 3 years. The interrogators are all 
trying to get me in Camp Echo with three of my friends, because I cooperate with the 
Americans and in Camp Echo I can get mote privileges. Privileges such as television, 
CD player> cigarettes, music and stuff like that. They are trying to get me there, I am in 
level two now and they work hard to get me there. 

Board Member: You mentioned that you have been in level two for the last six months 
where were you before that? 

Detamee: I was Delta block. It was because ofmy emotional issues. I used to hurt 
myself, 1 had emotional problems. Thank God it has been about six monflis, maybe 
more since I have done any harm to myself, I have been cooperative with the MAs or the 
security forces. 

Board Member: You were in a higher level because you brought harm to yourself? 

Detainee: Yes, for hurting myself. The other detainees used to pick on me. I did not 
even go to the shower. The other detainees used to accuse me of being a spy, being an 
iiifidel, a hypocrite. So that was my reason to hurt myself. I used to hurt myself and the 
personnel in Psych, they used to tr eat me and helped me a lot. For that I am very 
grateful, I am fhankfiil for General^BBPhe used to be here. He took care of me also. 
He would come and visit me often. It*s been about a year now, I haven*t done anything 
like physically assault myself or anything. I like it here. 

Board Member: Are you Muslim? 

Detainee; Yes. I am an openminded Muslim not a fanatic. 

Board Memben The Imam that you met with for a coi^^le of days, where was that? 

Detainee: In Emirate. 

Board Memben It was in the United Arab Emirates? 

Detainee; It was in the [United Arab] Emirates, ITie Imam that you are talking about it 
is not like jihad Imam. It was Imam for prayer^ like you say Priest 

Board Memben You discussed jihad with this Imam? 

Detainee: I did not discuss it with him. I told him that I ran away Sx)m home because 
my father was abusing me physically. I told him I could not go back home. He told me 
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stay out of the streets^ stay out of prisoa and away from drugs. He told me to occxipy my 
life with something good. The fight m Chechnya against the Russians was not right, tlmt 
was not the jihai They accused me of being a spy because I told them I would not fight 
against the leader of the Northern AlJianoe, Ahmed Shah Masoud I told them the jihad 
does not say anything about killing innocent civilians in Afghanistan the Taliban or al 
Qaida...they used to bum.,,. They did not like that and I toldthaca I couldn't do it; they 
did not like that so they accused me of being a spy. 1 think that God saved me from 
killing innocents and poor people by putting me in the Taliban prison. God saved my life 
overtiiere. "Who knows what would have happened to me. 

Board Member; They accused you ofbeing a spy for a foreign Government Why didn't 

they just kill you? 

Detainee: They did not kill me because they do not kill Muslims, the Taliban does not 
kill Muslims, Al Qaida wanted to kill me but the Taliban said no, 25 years in prison 
would be enough, I prayed on Allah and I v/as very honest to my God to destroy Taliban 
and al Qaida and God saved me. 

Board Member: You went to Afghanistan for what purpose? 

Detainee: I had a friend that went to college with me. When he left he worked as a 
secretary for the Taliban Embassy, I asked hhn how much he would charge me to get 
me a passport, he said that he could not give me a passport to leave United Arab Emirates 
to go to Europe he said he could not give me a passport but he could deport me to 
Afghanistan. He said that when I got there I would get asylum and I believed that When 
1 got to the border I met an interpreter from the TaHban, he wrote a letter to his boss in 
Kabul telhng him to send me to Kabul to the Arab's place. 

Board Member: Did you know what was going on in Afghanistan? 

Detainee: I knew there was war but I didn't know betft'^n whom. 

Board Memben It jxist seems odd that the Imam counseled you on staying out of trouble 
but you knew there was a war going on in Afghanistan, but you went anyway. 

Detainee: When I went to Afghanistan I went against what the Imam advised me. He 
didn't tell me to go to Afghanistan. He told me Afghanistan is not the best place for me 
to go, but I told him I had no other options. If I stayed in the [United Arab] Emirates 
more than a week or two my father would advertise in the papers that I was missing and 
the police would try to find me. The poUce would have arrested me and take me back to 
my father. I did not want to go back and I wanted to get out of the [United Arab] 
Emirates, away from that country. 
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Board Member: In your statement an associate stated that you received military training 
outside of the camp and you stated that was not true. You said it would not have been 
enough time. How do you know that? 

Detainee: WhenlvventtoPublicSchoolinSyria, the school used military customs. We 
wore military uniforms, and we did military training like using light weapons and using 
gas masks. I knew that in my second year in High School there would be that training. 
My brothers went through that training. 

Presiding Officer; How long were you in Syria? 

Detainee: I was in Syria until I was thirteen years old. Then I went to United Arab 
Emirates. 

Presiding Ofiicer What country are you a citizen of? 

Detainee: Syria, 

Board Memben How are you feeling today? 

Detainee: I feel great. I decided to come to the review board beca\3se I know that this 
can help me. There is nothing here against me, before it was like being m a bad dream a 
nightmare. That is all in the past Whatever happens in the past it dies, this is an 
expression we have in Arabic- In other words what happens in the past does not equal the 
to. Even ifyoTidedde to oontinue my detention I don't think that is against me. I 
will still have hope. The past two years I was hopeless but this year, I don't know why 
maybe the medicine is working for me, My doctors and nurses all come to me and keep 
teliuig me to be hopeful. 

Board Memben Will you be able to keep up with your medications if you axe released? 

Detainee: Before I left Sjaia, I was on medication for Epilepsy. I was on Mysoline and 
Phelebsine (phonetic spelling). If I leave here I asked the doctors if they would supply 
me with enough medicine to last until I find medicine in my home country. 

Board Member. Tell me a little bit about being m college? 

Detainee: I was m college for two and a half years, I did not finish. The college is a 
Saudi college but it is in the [United Arab] Emirates. I had a very good time with my 
friends. When I was taking a course in language it was only five of us. We would go to 
the blood bank and give blood. We were like college students. That's what my father 
did not like, he is a very religious man. He is basically an Imam, He abused me, 
especially when I borrowed money from my firiends. He just didn^t like it I was in a 
different city and he was in a different Province. He said he wotdd come and deal with 
me. That's when I ran away and went to the Embassy, and smce that time I have been in 
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trouble, I wish I did not run away, my father could have abused me^ he woiild have 
slapped me two times and that would have beea it, but I did not know that I would be in 
this much trouble. Now I wish I could go back 

Board Manber: Would you have aay probienis with your father? 

Detainee: No, he has sent me several letters. They keep telling me don't give up and 
don't worry one day I will get out They have prepared my foture as well by engaging 
me to someone for when I get back. 

Board Member When you think of your country, do you think of Syria or the [United 
Arab] Emirates? 

Detainee; Syria. 

Presiding Officer: Is your father still in United Arab Emirates? 

Detainee: Syria, My brothers and my sisters are all in United Arab Emirates, but my 
mother and fattier are in Syria now. So I wanted to go back to Syria [because] I have no 
problems with Syrians, I have not done anything WTong to my coxmtry. 

Board Member; Do you know the yoimg woman that your parents have engaged you 
too? 

Detainee: Yes, she is my cousin. Not really my cousin but from the Janko tribe. 

Board Member: Have you met her? What is she like? 

E>etainee; Yes, I have met her. She is from my village. She is very simple nothing to do 
with cars, televisions, cell phones or telephones. When I go back home I am going to 
take her fix>m the village. 

Board Member: Were you ever in trouble in College? 

Detainee: No, I was always nice to my teachers, &om primary school to High school 

Board Member: How old are you? 

Detainee: 26 years old, I was bom June 24, 1978. 

Board Member: You mentioned that the Imam helped you with drugs. 

Detainee: No, he advised me to stay away from it. Stay away from the bad life. 

Board Member Was there a chance that you might have done that? 
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DetaiBee: YeSj if you want sometiiing to do. You vnil find something to do. 

Board Member: Was he warning you for a specific reason? 

Detainee: He was just worried about my future. He told me don't destroy my life by 
using drugs and by going to prison. 

Board Member; In a statement made about your training with the Taliban, it stated that 
your training involved weapons. 

Detainee: As soon as I got to the city I went to the Taliban because 1 did not speak the 
language and I did not know anyone, I explained to them that I ran away firom home and 
r wanted to live there for six months to a year in a simple life and to gain asylum fiom the 
United Nations. The mujahideen said I did not speak the language so I needed an 
interpreter. The Interpreter asked me who sent me. I tried to explain to them that no one 
sent me I just ran away fiom my parents. They told me someone sent me because any 
Arab who comes to Afghanistan should be under supervision. They told me I had to go 
to the Northern Alliance and fight along with my brothers against Shah Masoui I told 
them no, just a few years ago he was a Mujaeed and now he is a hypocrite and infidel^ I 
am not fighting him. The interpreter then wrote a note to his boss telling him to take me 
to Kabul for training and to the Arab guesthouse. I spent five days at the guesthouse and 
then they told me I had to go to the training camp. When I told them I would not go, they 
told me I wotild go to prison. If I knew I was going to end up in prison I would not have 
gone to the training camp. When I arrived at the training camp and I saw the Vi^ar I asked 
to go back but they would not let me. lliey told me I was a spy, I knew, saw and was 
taking pictures of their location and the guesthouse. They told me I was going to send 
that information to 1he American Embassy in Pakistan. Tins was after three months of 
torture, They told me to just say yes^, so I told them I would if they wotdd not touch me 
again, I had no choice but to say yes, they turned my life to hell and tortured me for three 
months. The names of people they asked for and I gave were all names of my teachers 
fix)m school, but they never checked. I do not know how they consider themselves so 
smart and can cause so much trouble when they believed all "flie lies I told 

Board Member: You look femiliar to me. 

Detainee; Sir, my story was on the internet and reporters did interviews with me. They 
promised me that if I talked they would release me, I believed them- After I finished ttie 
interview with the reporter, they told m.e I was going to prison. 

Board Member: When was that interview? 

Detainee; February or March 2000. I am not sure. The investigators know about it 
though. The interrogators foimd it in the videos found at the residence m Afghanistan, 



Board Member What did your training on weapons include? 
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Detainee: When I first arrived to the camp they did not tmst me. They had me and 
another guy bring water back and forth and ciit wood. I asked why I was in training and 1 
was not tmming. They started letting me train, but they did things like give the other 
guys 23 bullet$ to shoot but only gave me five to shoot They did not want me to suspect 

anythmg. 

Board Member: You said that you shot the AK-47, the G3 and the M16? 
Detainee: Yes, this is what I bad 
Board Momber: Did you shoot the G3? 
Detainee: Yes. 

Board Member: Tell me about it? 

Detainee: The G3 looks like the Ml 6, but the gauge you open it and take it down. I 
think it takes 20 or 30 bullets. I am not sure this was a long time ago. 

Board Member: What about the Ml 6? 

Detainee: It is easier you pull the charger back and leave it It's more accurate than the 
AK-47 and the G3. I think it takes the same bullets like the AK-47. I can't remember it 
has been a long time. 

Board Member Did you get to shoot it? 

Detainee: Yes Sir. 

Board Member. After shooting you had to clean these weapons? 

Detainee: Yes, they taught us how to take h apart and clean it 

Board Memben Ek) you remember how to do that? 

Detainee: Really no. The AK-47 I do remember, the villages in S>Tia almost every 
house you go to you will see an AK-47, The Ml 6 and the G3 1 only ^w it in the camp 
vriiere 1 stayed for eighteen days. 

Board Member: Tell me about taking tiie AK-47 apart 

Detainee: I am not going to he to you and tell you I didn't and that I don*t know how to 
take feat one apart You push the button at tbe top, at the end of the AK-47 and pull the 
top part off. Press the spring in the back, take it out and there should be something like a 
needle inside you turn it and take tMt out. You then take the gas tube out and thaf s all 
you can take o& 
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Board Member: You said that yoru got in trouble with your fathex over a loan? 

Detainee: Yes, my father used to give my brothers aad me money and the college that we 
attended gave U5 money. The college "would give us money in an effort to encourage us 
to study there; they gave us like a thousand dinars a montL My father wanted to know 
why I was borrowing money and I was getting all this money already. My friends and I 
went camping one day and I borrowed money from each of them, I tibten bought all the 
stuff for the camp. When we got back they wanted their money back but I had no more I 
akeady spent ail of it. I had no money, so I went to another friend and asked to borrow 
money, I told him I would go to the bank later and give it back to him. He did not trust 
me and told my oldest brother about it My brother came to me and told me tliat he was 
going to call our father, I begged him not too. He called our father and told him. When 
my brother passed me the phone my father told me that I was not his son anymore and he 
was coming right now to deaH^ith me. i got scared. As my brother closed the door I ran 
away. I still had the money in my pocket from my friend, so I went to the highway and 
got in a truck that was headed to Abu Dabi Province. I was afraid of my father and I had 
no idea that I would be in prison because of the war. If I knew that I would not have run 
away. I know that was ail bad but it was m the past and everyone makes mistakes and 
can start over again. 

Board Member: Was your father abusive to your other brothers? 

Detainee: Yes. When my brodier was two years old he wanted to go to the park with the 
neighbor's son. He begged my mother so she told him to go. My father grabbed my 
brother fit^m the car by his hafr; drug Mm into the house and just started smacking him. 
The boy is two years old if you smack him tvsice he is abready dizzy^ my fether did not 
think about that instead be began to pimch and kick him like an enemy instead of a son, 
My older brother once did somethmg to the neighbors \\iien we were in Syria, My father 
took him outside and put a knife to his neck [like] he wanted to kill him» My aimt 
knocked the knife out of my father's hand and made my brother go away tmtil my father 
calmed down. 

Board Member: Which brother called your father? 

Detainee: My older brother called my fether. He called my father because before we 
left home my father told us the older ones were to look after the younger ones. 

Board Member: WTiy did he call your father? 

Detainee: He called my father because before w^s left home my father told us the older 
ones were to look after the yoxmger ones. This is wiiy he called my father- 
Board Member If your older brother was mistreated then why did he call your father? 
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Detainee; Regardlessto whathedidtous, weiiavetorespectHni. It is part of our 
society; if Vr^ don*t then we shame his name. 

Board Member; You are sure you ean go baek without any trouble? 

Detainee: Yes, I wiE be in trouble with him for about two three weeks but that's it. 
They are stiil my parents. 

Board member So you being here or in this situation does not shame your family? 

Detainee: No, I told InterQadonal Committee for the Red Cross about a year ago. I 
wanted to know how my femily was doing. My father denied me three times. He said I 
was not his son anymore. This is the third time. The first was for borrowing money from 
my friends, the second time I was in Taliban prison and the Taliban advertised me on 
television and the internet, my father denied me again. 

Board Member; How did you know aboict that? 

Detainee: They told me. The guards Vis^d to watch the news in the prison and they 
would come tell me about it. 

B oard Member; Do you think they were just telling you stories? 

Detainee: No, it's true when i got to the prison in Afghanistan my parents disowned me. 
One of the guards told me they saw my parents on CNN and they said that they disowned 
me, and then Aey showed me the TIME magazine with my picture and story. 

Board Member; It was you on the TIME magazine? 

Detainee: Yes. 

Board Member "Who did you borrow the money &om in Qatar? 

Detainee: His name was KhaledNobarak. 

Boaid Member: How did you know him? 

Detainee; He was a student m the college 

Board Member: Whom did you go camping with? 

Detamee: My Mends and the students from the class. 

Board Memben Yet they were pressing you this hard to get the money back? 

Detainee; Yes sir they asked for their money, 
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Board Member: Soxinds like you had to pay it all back at that time? 

Detainee: I had to pay them all back, I went to the first one before my brother found out 
to give him one hundred dinars, I only had a 500 piece but he said that he did not have 
change. I told them that I would make change tomorrow and give them each one 
himdre4 but those people coidd not be patient. 

Board Member: Why could they not be patient? 

Detainee: They were all foreigners in United Arab Emirates; they were Palestinians, 
Egyptians and Syrians so they also needed the money. Most of them were poor; their 
parents were not working government jobs. 

Board Member: Yon were getting money from your father and the school? 

Detainee: Those people only got money from the college. 

Board Member: What were you spending your money on? 

Detainee: Going to the cinema to watch movies, going to the beach and hanging out with 
my friends. My friends and myself bought a Playstation and a televisioru We would buy 
games and CDs, 

Board Member: You mentioned that the United States came after too years and released 
you from the prison? 

Detainee: I was in Taliban prison from January or February 2000 to January 2002, after 
the bonibing. When the United States forces hombed Afghanistan, the Taliban guards all 
ran away from the prison. The new Government called Mujahideen came in and took me 
and five other foreigners and placed us together in a guest room inside the prison. After a 
month the. United States Special Forces and another guy fix)m FBI or CIA, I am not sure 
which one. They came to us and said since we were in Taliban prison and tortured by 
Taliban they wanted us to give them information. Myself and my Russian friend Ira 
Muhitir Muscovich (phonetic spelling) told the reporter from TIME magazine, his name 
was Mike, that we wanted to be witnesses against the Taliban in court. The reporter went 
and told the guy from CIA or FBI and the Special Forces, Ihie United States Forces told 
us and the International Committee for the Red Cross [that] they needed to take us to the 
detention camp for three days to get information and th^ woidd send us to our 
Embassies. After three days they told us sorry we had more information for them and 
they were going to send us to Cuba. I could have been released a year ago, but I talk too 
much and give you too much information, Thaf s why I am here longer. My 
interrogators used to work very hard to get me out of here without the tribxmal or the 
review board, but they were told no, I had to go to the Tribunal. 

Board Member So you think that you are here because you have a lot of information? 
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Detainee: I am talking too miich. 

Board Member; That does not answer my question. Why do you think that you are here? 

Detainee: Yes sir 

Presiding Officer: In your culture I understand the irnportauDe of your family. You said 
that your family will receive you back, it wll be hard for the first couple of weeks but 
they will receive you back? 

Detainee: Yes sit. 

Presiding Officer: If you do not get employment withKGOs> with Red Crescent or 
another Organization, what skills do you have that you can use to gain employment if 
these organizations do not hire you? 

Detainee: I can be an interpreter, I speak Arabic, English^ Pashtu and Urdu, I know a 
little bit of Spanish 1 am working on that now and I will learn French and Russian. 

Presiding Oificen Do you consider yourself a soldier? 

Detainee: No, I was a soldier, I will never be a soldier again in my life, especially aixer 
what I saw in Afghanistan, 

Presiding Officen IfeveyoubeenonaHaj? 

Detainee: Yes. 

Presiding Officer: With your family? 

Detainee: No, my college taught students to Haj. 

Presiding Officer: How do you think Americans view Muslims? 

Detamee: I had American, Lebanese and Syrian Mends that were Christians. Personally 
I have no problems with any kind of people, they are just Americans, Tm growing my 
beard now in the blocks becaiise they were giving me a hard time for shaving. 

Presiding Officer. I have no problem with you growing your beard. That is your 
religious convictioru 

Detainee: Sir, what I am saybg is that T don't have problems with havmg a beard or not 
having a beard. Talking to the females or not talking to the females. I play cards with 
&e females I am very open-minded. You were asking if I had problems with Americans 
right? 
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Presiding Officer No, I was asking what you believed Americans thought of Muslims. 

Detainee: I heard there are seven million Mnslmis in America and I know that there is 
Detaocracy in America. No one will ask you for your religion and it does not matter 
what color you are. To me Americans are good and the govemment in America is good. 

Presiding Of&cer. If you go to Syria v/hat Vk?lll you say about your experience here at 
Guantanamo Bay? 

Detainee: I woidd tell them that I was on vacation after Taliban prison. I had fun and it 
was like I was hangmg out until procedures were complete. Just like when you go certain 
places it takes awhile for you to get your visa and stufif. I will teli them it just took some 
tone, hut I will write a book I will write about the guards that w^xe with me and my 
I friends. I will write about the doctors and the nurses who have spoiled me for the last 

I two to three years while I was in the Psych ward. I had a good time here. 

The Presiding Officer read the post-Adminisirative Review Board instructions to the 
Detainee and adjourned the open session of the Administrative Review Board, 

The Fresiding Officer opened the classified portion of the session. 

The Presiding Officer adjourned the classified portion of the session and the 
Administrative Review Board was closed for deliberaiion and voting. 
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All Rights Reserved 
Associated Press Online 

May 4, 2000; Thursday 

SECTION: International news 

LENGTH: 758 words 

HEADLINE: Arabs in Afghanistan Claim US Link 

BYLINE: KATHY GANNON 

DATELINE: ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 

BODY: 

An Arab arrested in Afghanistan says the United States recruited him to try to find alleged 
terrorist Osama bin Laden, and his Taliban captors say he and another prisoner "were 
spying for America and Israel." 

A television reporter interviewed the two prisoners at a secret location in southern 
Afghanistan. The Associated Press viewed the taped interview Wednesday in Islamabad. 

"We have arrested two Arabs, a Syrian and an Iraqi, who were spying for America and 
Israel," Taliban Foreign Minister Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil told the AP on Wednesday. 
"We found six documents on them that shows they were spying." 

Muttawakil refused, however, to confirm or deny the statement of one prisoner that the 
Taliban w^ere also holding an American as an alleged spy. 

On camera, the Syrian says, "I was told by the Taliban that they have arrested an 
American." 

In Washington, State Department officials said they were aware of rumors that an 
American had been arrested but had been unable to confirm the reports independently. 
The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad and the consulate in Peshawar are investigating, the 
officials said. 

The reporter and his cameraman, interviewed by the AP upon their return to Islamabad 
this week, work for United Arab Emirates Television, Abu Dhabi Channel in the UAE's 
capital. 

They interviewed the Taliban's two acknowledged prisoners the night of April 25. The 
Syrian, Abdul Rahim Janko, 22, fidgeted in his chair as he answered questions. 

"During my interrogation, I told them how I was recruited, what they wanted me to do and 
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who I was to contact with my information," he said. 

Janko said he'd been lured to a party in Abu Dhabi where he was filmed drinking and 
having sex. He said two men who claimed to work at the U.S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi 
threatened to show the film to Janko's deeply conservative father if Janko refused to go 
to Afghanistan. 

"I committed every sin," Janko told the reporter, Jamal Ismail, who is Palestinian. 

On camera, his voice broke, tears welled in his eyes and his face turned crimson as he 
pleaded for his life: "I deserve to die, I know that. I have committed sins for all of my 22 
years, but if the Taliban let me live, I want to spend the next 22 years fighting for jihad 
(holy war) to make up for my sins." 

Ismail told the AP that Janko was arrested early last month. Under inteiTogation, he gave 
up infonnation that led to the an'cst two days later of the American and the Iraqi, 
identified only as Arkan, 24. 

All three were reportedly apprehended in Kabul, the Afghan capital, and transferred to 
Taliban headquarters in southern Kandahar. 

Ismail said he and the cameraman were driven by turbaned Taliban to a secret location in 
Kandahar on April 25, but the darkness and the vehicle's tinted windows limited their 
ability to see their surroxmdings. 

Once there, the Taliban refused to allow the TV crew to see the American or to speak at 
length with Arkan, saying they were being questioned. 

Arkan appeared sullen and unkempt on camera. He had shoulder-length hair and wore a 
beige shalwar kameez, the traditional Afghan pajama-like outfit of baggy pants and long 
shirt. 

"Do you want my real name or my jihad name?" Ismail said the Iraqi asked him. "My real 
name is Arkan and my jihad name is Islam." 

Arkan said he had come to Afghanistan 1 8 months ago: Janko said he arrived in 
December. 

Janko told the reporter he'd been given $1,350, with the promise of more, and sent to 
Afghanistan to collect information on bin Laden's network and the number of Arabs 
training in Afghanistan. He was to document ,the Arabs' countries of origin, where they 
lived and their relationship with the Taliban and bin Laden, as well as bin Laden's 
relationship with the Taliban. 

The United States wants the Taliban to surrender bin Laden for trial in the 1998 
bombings of two U.S. embassies in Africa that killed 224 people. It has offered a $5 
million reward for information leading to his arrest. 
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The Taliban have refused to turn him over, saying Afghan tradition forbids handing over 



guests to enemies. 



Janko said he was also told to determine how many Afghans and Arabs were going to 
Russia's breakaway republic of Chechnya to fight alongside rebels there. 

He said he was caught because he asked too many questions. 

"I was asking so many questions. What's your jihad name? Whaf s your real name? Have 
you met the sheik (bin Laden)? Where are the training camps?" he said. "Especially for a 
newcomer, they will be very suspicious." 
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Copyright 2000 St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Inc. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Missouri) 

May 5, 2000, Friday, THREE STAR EDITION 

SECTION: NEWS, Pg. A13 

LENGTH: 242 words 

HEADLINE: ARAB HELD IN AFGHANISTAN SAYS HE WAS U.S. AGENT 

BYLINE: The Associated Press 

DATELINE: ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN 



An Arab arrested in Afghanistan says the United States recruited him to try to find 
alleged terrorist Osama bin Laden, and his Taliban captors say he and another prisoner 
"were spying for America and Israel." 

A TV reporter interviewed the two prisoners at a secret site in southern Afghanistan. The 
Associated Press viewed the taped interview Wednesday in Islamabad. 

"We have arrested two Arabs, a Syrian and an Iraqis who were spying for America and 
Israel," Taliban Foreign Minister Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil said Wednesday. "We found 
six documents on them that shows they were spying." 

But Muttawakil refused to confirm the statement of one prisoner that the Taliban were 
also holding an American as a spy. 

In Washington, State Department officials said they were aware of rumors that an 
American had been arrested but had been xmable to confirm the reports independently. 
The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad and the consulate in Peshawar are investigating, the 
officials said. 

The reporter and his cameraman, interviewed by the AP on their retum to Islamabad this 
^ week, work for United Arab Emirates Television, Abu Dhabi Channel. 



^ 



They inter\dewed the Taliban's two acknowledged prisoners the night of April 25. The 
Syrian, Abdul Rahim Janko, 22, fidgeted in his chair as he answered questions. 

"During my interrogation, I told them how I was recruited, what they wanted me to do 
and who I was to contact with my information," he said. 
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Copyright 2000 U.P.L 
United Press International 

May 7, 2000, Sunday 

SECTION: GENERAL NEWS 

LENGTH: 696 words 

HEADLINE: Taliban acknowledge arresting spies 

BYLINE: By ANWAR IQBAL 

DATELINE: ISLAMABAD, May 7 

BODY: 

The ruling Taliban militia of Afghanistan, which had earlier denied arresting any spy, said 
Sunday it had arrested two Arabs for allegedly spying for the United States and Israel. 

"We are holding two Arabs and they have admitted to spying for the United States and 
Israel," Taliban Information Minister QudratuUah Jamal said in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

He said the two Arabs w^ere collecting information about Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden and other foreign guests in Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, a Pakistani news agency, NNI, reported Sunday that Pakistani security 
officials have arrested a German national while trying to cross into Afghanistan. 

The report says that S. Max David was arrested Saturday while trying to cross into 
Afghanistan from the Torkham border. Pakistani authorities also claimed to have 
recovered a satellite phone and other communication equipment from him, the NNI said. 

The Afghan information minister identified the two Arabs as Abdur Rahim, a Syrian, 
and Arkan, an Iraqi. They are both of Kurdish origin and were arrested by the Taliban 
security officials hi Kabul last month. They were later shifted to the TaUban headquarters 
in the southwestern Afghan city of Kandahar. 

"The United States and Israel had asked them to closely monitor the situation in 
Afghanistan and report back to them," Jamal said. 

A recent U.S. State Department report identifies Afghanistan and Pakistan as "havens for 
terrorists" and urges the two countries to take immediate action against the terrorists 
operating from their territory. 

Both countries have rejected the U.S. charge as baseless. They blamed the United States 
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and other Western powers for bringing militants from all over the world to fight the 
Russian occupation forces in Afghanistan from 1979 to 1989. Although the Russians left 
in 1989. most militant groups stayed in Afghanistan. 

However^ the dispute between the United States and the Taliban regime revolves around 
Osama bin Laden, a Saudi dissident who has been hiding in Afghanistan for the last four 
years. The Taliban have rejected a U.S. demand for expelling bin Laden. Washington 
wants to try him: U.S. officials have said he masterminded the bombing of two U.S. 
embassies in East Africa in August 1998, kilKng 268 people. 

Taliban authorities say that since President Bill Clinton's visit to Pakistan and hidia in 
March, the United States has increased its efforts to catch bin Laden. They claim that U.S. 
security agencies have sent several agents to Afghanistan to trace the terrorism suspect. 

Declaring him a public enemy number one, the United States has announced a reward of 
$5 million for bin Laden's arrest. 

Taliban officials say that they arrested the tW'O Arabs in the process of collecting 
information about bin Laden and other foreigners supporting the Taliban regime. 

The Arabs were particularly interested in Muslim militant groups that received militaiy 
training in Afghanistan and later went to fight in places like Chechnya and Kashmir, 
Taliban officials said. 

The pair enrolled in Kabul's Abu Hanifa seminary pretending they had come to 
Afghanistan for Koranic studies, Jamal, the information minister, said. He said last week 
the Taliban authorities allowed a select group of foreign journalists to interview Abdul 
Jtvanim m ivanQanar. 

"Rahim claims was hired by Israeli intelligence agents working undercover in the U.S. 
Embassy in the United Arab Emirates where he was studying in the Sharia faculty of Ras 
Al-Khaima University," said Jamal Ismail, a joumaUst who interviewed him last week. 

Rahim told him that the Israeli agents allegedly forced him to work for them by taking his 
film while being sodomized. 

A Pakistani newspaper. The News, quoted Rahim as saying that he contacted Arkan in 
Kabul and, through him, one U.S. citizen identified only as Richard, working for a 
westem aid group in Kabul. 

The Taliban information minister, however, denied earlier reports that the militia had also 
arrested Richard. He said the two Arabs told their Taliban interrogators that Richard was 
working in an agency in Kabul. But he said was not sure whether Richard was still in the 
area or had escaped, 
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Copyright 2000 Pakistan Press International 
The Pakistan Newswire 

July 29, 2000 Saturday 

SECTION: Nationwide International News 

LENGTH: 391 words 

HEADLINE: Taliban - US spy confessions 

DATELINE: Islamabad July 29 

BODY: 

An Arab spy, arrested by Taliban, has confessed that he was working for Israel and the 
United States to gather information about Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden and other 
Arabs in Afghanistan. 

The 22-year old Syrian, Abdul Rahim Abdul Razaaq Jankoo was quoted by a newly 
launched magazine of the Taliban as saying that he was recruited by some Arabs and an 
American national. 

The monthly, "The Islamic Emirate," wdiich Taliban have launched for effectively 
responding intemational criticism of the militia, published the full interrogation of the 
arrested spy in the form of an interview. Abdul Rahim said he had been a student of 
Islamic Law in the Ra'as-ul-Kheemah University of the United Arab Emirates when his 
two imiversity mates, Najib Abdul Wahid al-Dhimary and Faisal Saud al-Qasimy 
blackmailed him into workmg for an Israeli agent, working in the US embassy in UAE. 

According to him, the agent, Shamoyel Anty, along with a Lebanese national Abdullah 
Shukry al-Hijaar and head of the recruits, in the US embassy in UAE, Hajoob Haseeb 
trapped the young spy after getting him sexually assaulted by Najib and Faisal and 
threatening him to expose him before his father, through a video fihn, if he did not 
comply with their order. 

Abdul Rahim said that after his recruitment, he came to Jalalabad via Pakistan with the 
help of an Afghan, whom he had befriended while he was in a UAE jail for not 
possessing passport. 

In Jalalabad, he said, he was handed over to a Taliban official, MuUa Abdul Salam 
Rocketi, who sent him to a guest house in Kabul. 

He said in Kabul he was to be received by another US agent, a Kurdish Iraqi, whose real 
name was Arkaan but changed as al-Harky and then as Islam. Islam sent him to a 
seminary for bemg enrolled but he was suspected when he hisisted that he wanted to go to 
Pakistan for a telephone call to his family and also for making marriage. 
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He said that in fact he had to go to Pakistan to report to a lady, Florence, working in the 
American embassy in Islamabad. 

The spy said that he had been promised a MasterCard worth SSOjOOO^on completion of his 
mission. 

Abdul Rahim said that the American-Israeli agent in UAE had already sent 22 spies to 
Afghanistan, before him, out of whom four were arrested by Taliban while there is no 
information about the whereabouts of the rest of them. 

LOAD-DATE: July 5, 2001 
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A Response at Last 




Muslim insurgency, politicnl Islam, jihad, 
terrorism, extremism: these topics doniinatc today's 
political landscape and receive unn\alcd media 
attention. Unfortunately, one often finds that discussions 
of such issues are full of misleading information biased 
towards the ei^emies of Islam. In addition, the news that 
is provided to the world is usually distorted or patently 
false. 

It is usually the case that those ^^ ho speak the least 
are those whose say matters the most. That is especially 
true when we talk about the Taliban and the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan. 

It has been the general policy of the lEA to keep a 
low media profile and concentrate on working hard 
toward its goals, rather than spend a lot of lime 
responding to media inaccuracies. While we belie^'e that 
this policy had some good aspects, we also realize thai it 
is the right of the Muslim Ummah to have access to the 
truth. As a result of our reluctance to speak out. the 
allegations of the enemies of Allah have gone largely 
unchallenged. Unill now... 

We liold the belief that our responsibility to .Allah 
and the Muslim nation is to put the facts straight. With 
that in nn'nd, we hn\'e produced this magazine, which 
will, in shaa* .Allah, be our link with the rest q^ the 
world, and especially, with our beloved Islamic Ummah. 

And as we begin this endea^*or. Me hope thai our 
readers ^^■ill appreciate what we ha^'e■done and make an 
effort to assist us in the production of future issues. 
Contributions, suggestions and comments all help us to 
better ser\"e our readership and the cause of Islam. 
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Confessions of An Arab Spy 




The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, as a result of its implementation of a model Islamic 
system, is now recognized by the infidel nations as a clear and present danger to^ their continued 
global domination. Unable to decide how to confront this threat, they have tried a number of 
tactics, such as applying direct and indirect political pressure, making ugly threats and dire 
promises, and striking Afghanistan with cruise missiles. But all their efforts have only increased 
the Emirate in faith and resolve. 

The latest dirty method to be used against the Islamic Emirate and those who reside on her soil, 
from the Mujahideen and other immigrants, is that of espionage, Wliat means could be more 
criminal than the filthy game of cloak and dagger? The story that follows exposes just how far 
these lowly individuals will go to achie\^e their goals. 

And now, to the intende)v with one of these spies, who was recruited by the American and 
Israeli intelligence agencies to gather information on the Mujahideen of Afghanistan. 



Q: What is your name, how 
old' are you and what is your 
country of origin? 
A: My name is Abdul RabJm 
Abdul Razaaq Jankoo, Fm 22 
years old and I'm from Syria. 

Q: From where in Syria? 
A: From the city of Al- 
Qamashily in Al-Haskah 
province. 

Q: Where did you get your 
education? 

A: I took my primar}^ 
secondary and some of my 
high school education in 
Syria, and then completed my 
high school and began my 
higher education in the city of 
Ajman in the United. Arab 
Emirates, after which I 
continued my studies in the 
city of Ra'as-ul-Kheemah 
(also in the United Arab 
Emirates). 



Q: Did you complete your 

university?- 

A: No, I studied for two and a 

half years only. 

Q: In which faculty were you? 
A: I was in the Islamic law 
faculty for a year, and then I 
finished in the Arabic 
language faculty. 

Q: When did you come to 

Afghanistan? 

A: I entered Afghanistan on 9- 

2-2000 (February 9^ 2000). 

Q: Had you ever visited 
Afghanistan before that date? 
A: No, I had never visited it, 
not once. 

Q: How^ did you come, to 
Afghanistan? Did you have a 
visa and if so, how did you 
procure it? How did you 
enter Afghanistan? 



A: My entering Afghanistan 
was by prior arrangement. 
Q: Who arranged it? 
A: A man from the Anierican 
embassy, who, as I heard it, 
was working for the Israeli 
intelligence agency. 

Q: What was his name? 

A: His name was Shamoyel 

Anty. 

Q: And this was in which 

American embassy? 

A: In Abu Dhabi, United Arab 

Emirates. 

Q: When were you recruited? 
A: Before I came to 
Afghanistan by about 15 days, 
or maybe a little less than a 
month. 

Q: How did they recruit you? 
A: I had committed some 
crimes prior to the 
recruitment, such as illicit sex, 
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homosexual acts and drinking 



05 



and some other things. 



Q:IntheUAE? 

A: In the UAE, in the emirate 

of Ra' as-ul-Kheemah, my 

brother. 

Q: You had not committed 
any crime in Syria? 
A: No, no. When I entered the 
university in the Emirates, that 
was not an issue. That all 
began before I was recruited 
by about 7 months. The 
beginning of the recruitment 
business was while I was in 
the university. I had an evil 
acquaintance whose name was 
Najib Abdul Wahid Al- 
Dhimary, He w^as from the 
Yemen. So, this m.an told me 
about a computer game called 
Play Station. 

Q: What's it called? 
A: It's called Play Station, It 
affected me strongly, as it 
might affect any young man. 
This game was new and 
getting very popular. So I 
went to Najib 's place, an3 he 
had with him a CD laser disc 
flill of pornographic pictures 
of naked woman. I was a 
religious man before, and by 
Allah, I didn't have a perverse 
nature, but when I saw those 
pictures, my sexual desires. 
After that, Najib told me to 
come back the next day or the 
day after that, as he had 
something else prepared for 
us. So after I left, the effect 
that the disc had on me 
persisted. When I returned to 
Najib' s house, he had brought 



a television and VCR, with 
which we watched sex films. 
Obscenity, naked women, etc. 
At this time, there was with us 
another man, whom I had seen 
briefly in the university and 
became acquainted with at 
Najib's house. His name was 
Faisal Saud AI-Qasimy. 

Q: This man, Faisal Saud AJ- 
Qasimy, is from the Emirates? 
A: Yes. So while we were 
watching these films, which 
were fiall of very obscene, 
dirty- things, Faisal suggested 
that we imitate the 
homosexual acts we were 
seeing on the screen. Then he 
pulled from his pocket more 
than five thousand dirhams 
and showed it to me, I had 
never seen so much money in 
my life! My lusts were 
uncontrollable in front of the 
videos and the money, and so 
I fell into their trap. And that 
was my mistake, and I ask 
Allah that he not hold me 
accountable for it... After that 
incident, Faisal began to 
dislike me and our relationship 
continued ,like that for 
approximately seven months, 
until he recruited me. And 
when I made excuses and 
complained of fatigue and the 
like, he would get angry with 
me... 

Q; Why did you not try to 
return to Syria? 

A: To Syria? Syria is a 
problem. Fm wanted for 
military service there, and I 
can't possibly enter the Syrian 
army. It's dishonorable. 



Q: After that, how exactly was 
your recruitment carried out? 
A: Faisal Saud Al- 
Qasimy came to my 

house one day in the last 10 
days -of Ramadan, after having 
promised not to come near me 
for the duration of the month. 
He knocked on the door; I 
asked him what he wanted. He 
said, 'T want you with me in 
an important matter." So he 
took me to the Ibn Majid 
Hotel in Ra'as-ul-Kheemah. I 
was taken to a room- on the top 
floor. When we entered, I saw 
a man, heavy-set, with long 
blonde hair. He was Abdullah 
Shukry Al-Hijaar, a Lebanese 
Christian with American 
citizenship. He began by 
encouraging me to help them 
in an important mission, and 
spoke with me about Osama 
bin Laden, mentioning their 
desire to capture him. He told 
me, "We don't want you to 
bring us Osama bin Laden 
himself; we want you to go to 
Afghanistan for a different 
purpose. We want you to get 
information on the path by 
which the Arabs travel to 
Chechnya. We also want 
information on how they train 
and where they live." Then he 
said to me, "If you can, we 
also want you to provide us 
with details of the nature of 
bin Laden' s relationship with 
the Taliban and vice versa. We 
trust that you will make an 
effort for us." I protested and 
said that I could not do what 
they were asking me to do. 
But the jerk refused to hear it. ' 
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Q: How did they recruit you 
precisely, and what did they 
want you to do? 
A: When I went to the hotel 
that day, which was a 
Wednesday, /J-Hij aar 

mentioned some secondary 
matters, but the primary issue 
became evident later. He told 
me to come again with Faisal 
Saturday. So we went to them 
on Saturday morning. Faisal 
delivered me to them and left. 
I then went with Al-Hijaar, 
Shamoyel Anty, and the other 
people that were with him, to 
the American Embassy in Abu 
Dhabi. 

Q: WTio were the others that 

were with him? 

A: Three girls at his side, and 

in the same bus four guards 

and the driver. The bus 

belonged to the American 

embassy. 

Q: The women and the guards: 
were they Arabs or foreigners? 
A: The bodyguards \vere 
dressed in black and obscured 
by glass, so I don't know who 
they were. 

Q: And the girls? 

A: They were Arabs. They 

spoke Arabic and English 

fluently. 

Q: Even though you didn't 
know them, you went with 
them, why? 

A: I have mentioned before 
that when Abdullah Shukr}^ 
Al-Hijaar requested -me to 
work with them, I was 



unwilling. When I refused, he 
used a mobile phone to call 
Faisal, who came with some 
videotapes. He threatened me 
with the recordings, saying, 
"We have you on tape, and 
your father is waiting in the 
lobby. If you don't cooperate 
with us, we'll expose you." 
For that reason, I went. And I 
went weakly and ' under 
coercion, and I didn't sell 
myself 

Q; Did they promise you 
money? 

A: Afterwards, when I went to 
the Embassy in Abu Dhabi, 
the official in charge of 
recruits, Hajoob Haseeb told 
me, 'If you complete your 
mission, it's your right on us 
that we take you to a place 
unknown to anyone, not even 
our American president. 
You'll find a paradise on 
Earth where you will live in a 
beautiful house, embraced by 
women, surrounded by 
delights, and provided with 
riches." 

Q: They did not promise you a 
specific amount of money? 
A: They said, "When you 
return •to Pakistan and deliver 
the information, you'll be 
given a MasterCard which 
begins at a limit of 550,000 
and runs until you finish your 
mission." Meaning this 
mission,' I think. This was how 
it was put to me by Shamoyel 
Anty, the third man who was 
present with Hajoob Haseeb. 

Q: Did they train you at all? 



A: No, they didn't give us any. 
training, and I'm being 
truthful with you. If they had 
trained me, I would tell you. I 
stayed with them for 
approximately one month 
before I came here. They were 
very busy during that period, 
and not because of their 
integrity. No, by Allah. 
Rather, we were busy in acts 
of impiety and debauchery. 
Guests and other people v/ere 
constantly coming and going 
and occupying our time. 

Q: When did you arrive in 

Peshawar? 

A: On the 9'^ of February, 

2000. Before approximately 

two months, or three, because 

now I don't know the time nor 

the date. 

Q: And how did you enter 
Afghanistan? 

A: There were some Afghan 
brothers with me when I was 
imprisoned in the UAE [for 
not having a passport]. I got to 
know one of them well When 
I approached the brother, I 
told him I want to ro to Jihad. 
He said, "No problem. We'll 
help you, in shaa' Allah. No 
one goes astray in 
Afghanistan. He who seeks 
the goodness, he won't get 
lost, in shaa'Allah." I was then 
supplied with Afghan identity 
papers. That was in the 
Emirates. I then went with him 
from the Emirates to 
Peshawar, and from -there, we 
traveled to Torkham on the 
Afghan/Pakistan border, and 
fi-om Torkham, we went to 
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Jalalabad, The brother paid for 
the bus fare and meals, then he 
turned me over to the brothers 
from the Taliban there. 

Q: In Jalalabad? 
A: Yes, to their leader, Mullah 
Abdul Salaam Raakity. May 
Allah reward them all. By 
Allah, he gave me his clothes 
to wear, this suit. Then one of 
the Arab brothers was called 
to translate, because they 
didn't understand m.e. The 
Arab's name was Abu-1-Laith 
Al-Qasimy. He wrote a letter 
for the director of the 
guesthouse in Kabul, and gave 
it to me and told me to go. So 
I came to Kabul to complete 
some of my duties, 

Q: What was the mission in 

Kabul? 

A: They had said to me, 

"When you reach Kabul, 

you'll get to know our agents 

and full-time operatives in 

Afghanistan.'' 

Q: And did you become 
acquainted with them? 
A: They told me before that 
they are presently in Kabul, 
and they gave me as much as 
is known of tKeir descriptions. 
And they told me, "Don't look 
for them, they'll call you." 
And they said, 'Tf you arrive, 
go with the Mujahideen - 
meaning the Arabs - and our 
operative will recognize you, 
then youTl get to know him." 
I was told to ask a lot of 
general questions, like 
"What's your name?" and 
''What's your family name?" 



and "Which country are yqu 
from?" Persistent questions 
such as these. Then, as I was 
told, their agent would come 
and accost me for asking such 
questions. They described 
him, and mentioned to me that 
his original name was Arkaan, 
then Al-Harky, then Islam. 

Q: Is he Arab or non-Arab? 
A: He is an Arab, but his 
origins are Iraqi Kurd. So I 
went to the guesthouse and sat 
with the Arab brothers the first 
day, which was a Saturday. I 
sat and asked questions all day 
Ions;, and no one rebuked me 
or said anything. But the 
questions Vv'^ere general and 
very natural, so there- was no 
cause for confrontation in the 
first place. So Islam came at 
Maghrib and talked, and when 
I began to ask questions, he 
came to me and said, "What is 
with you? You ask too many 
questions - do you want the 
people to doubt you? What is 
your intention? What do you 
want?" Even some of the 
brothers were surprised and 
said that there Vv^*as no call for 
such a reaction, that there was 
no problem. Then I knew that 
he was the agent that I was 
supposed to contact. I made 
certain by comparing his 
appearance to the description I 
had with me. The only thing 
that was a. problem for me was 
his long hair. But I recognized 
him and knew that he was the 
one. 

Q: How did you confirm that? 



A: We were in the upstairs 
prayer room when he 
questioned me. 

Afterwards, he and I 

descended to the room that is 
below the entr>^ door. He then 
turned to me and said, "The 
American soldier fights in 
honor." That was the code 
which had been agreed upon. 

Q: A secret password, I think? 
A: Not a secret password, but 
a code unlike the ordinary 
simple code... so then Islam 
said, ''Avoid silliness and 
frivolity while you're with the 
people, and don't let on that 
you're educated and speak 
English. Don't do anything 
without my orders, and don't 
begin any assignment v/ithout 
my orders." 

Q: Were there others with 

you? 

A: No. I told him that I wanted 

to meet Richard Beckett, 

Q: Who is Richard Beckett? 
A: Another man who, as I said 
during the investigation, was 
named along with Islam as a 
permanent intelligence 

presence in Afghanistan. He 
has American citizenship. I 
was given a description of his 
physical features. 

Q: What was his work? 
A: He was working as a 
computer repairman at the 
communications center in 
Kabul... so I told Islam that I 
wanted to meet Beckett. He 
said, "Wait until I set a time. 
Maybe tomorrow morning or 
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around noontime, I will tn^ to 
introduce you to him." We 
then parted ways. The ne^t 
day, when I saw Islam, he 
brought up some side issues. I 
asked him if we were going. 
He said, "We won't go now^ If 
there is a call for it, we'll go. 
As for the other things, we're 
agreed that they'll remain 
between me and you.'' 

Q: After you met Islam., did he 
charge you with '' any 
responsibilities? 
A: He told me to go to Imam 
Abu Hanifa school, where 
there are some Arab brothers. 
He said, "Request permission 
to go, but calmly and 
unhurriedly, and don't make 
demands, except if I tell you 
to.'' The brothers informed me 
that the program of the Arabs 
was that they would go to the 
Madrasah on Wednesday or 
Thursday, The director of the 
school, Professor Sa'ady, 
arrived, Islam told me to 
request from Sa'ady 

permission to enter, raising his 
voice as he did. When that 
happened, I knew that he 
wanted me to demand entry. 
Sa'ady told me that the 
program was to begin soon, 
and the students must leave 
that Thursday, So we went. I 
spent three weeks in the 
school. 

Q: You came to know some of 

the individuals there? 

A: I knew the brothers in 

general. 



Q: Did you write an>^hing? 



A: Letters. 

Q: Specifically? 

A: r wrote two letters. 

Q: To who? 

A: I wrote two letters to Islam 
and gave them to the driver of 
the Madrasah. 

Q: What was in them? 
A: General information. 

Q: The information that you 
provided - might it be harmful 
to any particular individual? 
A: Yes, harmful Harmful to 
all those in the Madrasah and 
to the Arab brothers as a 
whole. 

Q: Would it harm the Afghan 
government? 

A: As far as the issue of harm 
to the government is 
concerned, I don't think that 
the letters contained anything 
that could really do damage. 
Unless you looked at it from 
the viewpoint of general 
security for the nation. 

Q: Besides these two letters, 
did you send anything else to 
Islam or anyone else? 
A: I took a walk outside the 
borders of the Madrasah, in 
order to survey the setting and 
place. That was the only thing 
I did. I didn't do .anything 
except that. So in the end, the 
truth became apparent to the 
director of the Madrasah. 

Q: How? 

A: I asked to be allowed to go 

to Pakistan, because the 



Americans and Israelis were 
requesting that I do so. 

Q: Why did they want you to 
leave? 

A: They wanted me 
to finish my mission in 
Kabul in a period of 45 days 
exactly, after which I was to 
go to Pakistan to receive new 
orders. 

Q: How were you exposed? 
A: I requested the director to 
allow me to go to Pakistan so 
that I could call my family. He 
told me that there is a 
telephone in Kabul. I said to 
him that I want to get married. 
He responded by saying that 
those who come to 
Afghanistan don't think of 
getting married. He said, "And 
also, you told us in the 
beginning that you didn't want 
to marr}^" So he put two and 
two together and I was 
exposed. 

Q: What was the defining 
factor in your being found 
out? 

A: By Allah, I was exposed 
when I asked to leave. I knew 
that to leave the Madrasah 
before the end of the study 
course was forbidden, and I 
still requested to go to 
Pakistan. That was a very- 
strange thing to do. Secondly, 
I asked to go to Pakistan to 
use the telephone, and there's 
a telephone here. And thirdly, 
I said I wanted to eet married, 
after having told them the 
opposite. In the end Sa'ady 
told me to wait. So I waited a 
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day or two. Then he told me to 
wait until the evening. After 
Maghrib, he told me, "The 
issue is finished, you stay 
here." The following 

morning, he told me, "Come, 
we're going to Kabul" So I 
went to Kabul, thinking that I 
w^ould be leaving, that I was 
done. But when we reached 
Kabul, I was handed over to 
the investigators, 

Q: In Kabul? 

A: Yes, and there they began 

to interrogate me. 

Q: Did you ever suspect that 
you were under surveillance 
before you were arrested? 
A: Never, Not at all. 

Q: During the investigation, 
what was said? And did you 
confess? 

A: By Allah, I confessed. I 
admitted my true mission. I 
confessed to everything, 
everything that I had done or 
had happened to me. 

Q: Did you commit any other 
crimes while you were in 
Afghanistan, besides passing 
information? 

A: It happened, it happened, 
by Allah. And Allah knows 
that I was forced, compelled. 
There occurred between Islam 
and I some homosexual acts. 

Q: Anything else? 
A: Nothing else, and I say that 
truthfully. If it had happened, I 
would mention it. 




Q: Those elements that sent 
you: is it possible that they 
might send other spies? 
A: Yes. 

Q: Using the same method or 
a different one? 

A: I say to you, regarding the 
mission with which Shamoyel 
Anty entrusted me, that I did- 
not inform you of what he said 
to me; that from December 
1998, twenty-one agents were 
sent to Afghanistan, but that 
nothing is known of any of 
them, except two, who went to 
Pakistan only and firom there 
tried to escape to Europe. But 
they were captured and 
returned to the UAE. As for 
the others, it is 1000% certain 
that they have not reached the 
Emirates, because their 
families and relatives are 
under total surveillance day 
and night. 

Q: Is it possible that they 
might use other means, and if 
so, what? 

A; Shamoyel Anty told me 
that they \vill send ' some 
personnel. He also mentioned 
that there is a man present in 
Afghanistan whom he knows 
well. His name is Ahmad 
Basim, a Palestinian who is 
short, wears thick glasses, and 
trembles slightly. He also 
wanted me to gather 
information on three others: 
Abdul Rahman Al-Aly, 
Mowafaq Al-Nazaar and 
Naziya Abdul Mawla. 

Q: From where are they? 

A: Abdul Rahman Al-Aly and 

Mowafaq Al-Nazaar are 



Palestinians, and Naziya 
Abdul Mawla is Syrian. 

Q: Are they spies as well? 
A: They said to me, "These 
people preceded you. We want 
information about them, 
complete information. Are 
they in custody or even 
present in Afghanistan." 

Q: And you asked about them 
when you came? 
A: I did not ask about them 
specifically, but I did inquire 
about spies in general. The 
brothers informed me that 
there was one Palestinian 
arrested, but I was not able to 
learn his physical description 
or other identifying 

characteristics. If I had known, 
perhaps I could have 
confirmed him as being one of 
those three. 

Q: You didn't ask about his 
name? 

A: It was said to me that he 
was known as Abu Al- 
Mubtasim. I don't know his 
real name, so it's possible that 
he's one of the two 
Palestinians. 

Q: Were you told of 
individuals outside -the UAE, 
or outside Afghanistan to 
which to turn when you 
. wanted to travel? 
A: It was said to me that when 
you finish your mission, you, 
don't have to do anything 
except go to the American 
embassy in Pakistan and talk 
to a woman there.. 

Q: What is her name? 
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A: Florence. 

Q: in the American embassy 
in Islamabad? 

A: Yes. She was described to 
me as a fat woman who wears 
glasses. She specializes in 
espionage and speaks seven 
languages, including Arabic. 

Q: How has the Taliban 
treated you after your arrest? 
A: Treatment, by Allah, 
representative of an Islamic 
State. Like the era of the 
righteous Cahphs of Islam. 

Q: Have you been beaten or 
tortured in any way? 
A: You want the truth... some 
of the brothers in some of the 
place threatened me with 
various things if I didn't 
confess. These threats scared 
me into talking, because Fm 
not a brave person. As for 
beatings or anything like that, 
no one has beaten or tortured 
me. 

Q: What are your feelings and 
thoughts after your arrest? 
A: In the beginning, I w^as 
hoping that they might send 
me back to my family. But 
now, I have been bom again. 
The praise is for Allah, V^'Tio 
guided me to this, and I would 
not have been guided if He 
had not guided me. Fm 
ashamed, ashamed of what I 
have done to the brothers here. 
And I can't face them. How 
can I face my brothers after 
what Fve done? So I ask them 
in the name of Allah, if it's 
possible that they can send me 



to Kashmir or the Philippines 
or any other country, so that I 
can make Jihad. Fm 22 years 
old now, and Fve spent those 
22 years in disobedience to 
AJlah, So I say to my brothers: 
in the same way that Allah 
made Faisal Al-Qasimy * a 
factor in my recruitment for 
spying, I ask Allah that he 
make the brothers a factor in 
my being recruited for Jihad in 
the path of Allah. 

"Q: If you saw Faisal Al- 
Qasimy or Shamoyel Anty or 
any of the others, what would 
you say or do to them? 
A: By Allah, I would devour 
them and drink their blood. 

Q: Do you feel guilty for what 

you have done? 

A: Very guilty. Extremely 

guilty. 

Q: And what advice do you 
have for your fi*iends who 
have done what you have 
done, or those' who might be 
recruited in the ftiture? 
A: My ad\nce to them is to 
warn them strongly... believe 
me, the rope of falsehood is 
short. But, and Allah is 
witness to what I say, I was 
recruited under duress, and 
except for that, I wouldn't 
have done what I did. And 
after coming here and seeing 
how the brothers acted during 
the investigation, as well as 
seeing the behavior of the 
Taliban, Fm convinced that 
they are from the Companions 
of Rasoolullah (upon who be 
peace). 



Q: You said that you are not a 

brave man and that you are 

afraid. 

A: Yes, I am an extreme 

coward. 

Q: You said that Faisal Al- 
Qasimy has the videotapes of 
you and is blackmailing you 
with them. 
A: Yes, he threatened me. 

Q: So if you were freed, and 
went to Kashmir or elsewhere, 
and those who recruited you 
found out your whereabouts 
and came * to you with , the 
tapes, is it not possible that 
you might bow to their 
demands once more and work 
for them against the Muslims 
somewhere else? 
A: After having seen the true 
Jihad and the true Mujahideen, 
I swear by Allah that nothing 
could be more important to me 
than Jihad. I used to memorize 
the Qur'an, but forgot it after! 
was recruited. But, by .Allah, 
here in the prison, where I 
have been for about a month, I 
have remembered verses 
without referring to the text. 
After that, how can I go back 
to w4iat I was doing before? I 
ask Allah that he accept my 
sacrifice, and I announce to 
you and I call to witness the 
entire creation that I have sold 
myself to Allah. 

Q: Do you remember the day 
of your arrest? 
A: Yes. 
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Q: Do you remember the exact 

date? 

A: No, I don't recall the date. 

Q: How many days passed 
between your entering 
Afghanistan and your arrest? 
A: Approximately 25 days or 
close to that. 

Q; You entered on the 9^^^ of 
February and were arrested 
after about 25 days? 
A: Yes. Yes. 

Q: Those people with whom 
you were associated, like 
Islam and Richard Beckett: 
have you heard an>thing about 
them after your arrest? 
A: I heard that Richard 
Beckett was arrested and is in 
custody -of the Taliban. As for 
Islam, they brought him in 
during the interrogation. I 
confronted him. with what 
happened between he and L 
This was in front of the 
investigators. Islam denied 
everything, but it doesn't 
matter to me if he did. I had 
also denied the truth,, but 
believe ine, there's no benefit 
in denial. And by Allah, I say 
that as advice to anyone w^ho 
is captured. I know that there 
are 17 or 18 operatives present 
in Afghanistan, other than me, 
and that they v/ill report what I 
have said to the Americans. 

Q: How do you know that 
there are 17 or 18 other spies 
in Afghanistan? 

A: I was told that before me, 
21 spies had been sent. I was 
the 22" * 4 of us were 



captured, so that leaves 17 or 
18. I had argued the issue with 
the brother that was 
interrogating me, but after 
what he said to me, nothing 
matters to me. By Allah, I 
have not slept for about five or 
six days. He said, 'If you fear 
for the honor and welfare of 
your mother and family, why 
don't you fear for the sisters 
and mothers of the 
Mujahideen, for their honor 
and welfare? Do you like that 
they be humiliated and raped 
and their dignity violated?" By 
Allah, this injured me. I still 
don't want to return to my 
family, but I ask Allah that he 
protect them, and that I 
become a martyr so that I 
might intercede for them. By 
Allah, I was ungratefial and 
disobedient to my father. And 
I used to liit and oppress my 
sisters and younger brothers. 

Q: Why did you study Islamic 
Law? 

A: Unwillingly and under 
compulsion. My father forced 
me to study the Shari'ah. My 
father is a good man. I don't 
purify anyone before Allah, 
but I consider him to-be from 
the righteous believers. It Vv'-as 
his desire that his sons study 
the religious sciences and his 
daughters learn engineering 
and like. But I disobeyed him 
and left. 

Q: Have you appeared in court 

yet? 

A: No, I have not. 



Q: If a death sentence is 
sought in your case, what will 
be your stand? 

A: No harm, that's all. Allah 
willing, I wish to meet the 
Lord of the worids. 

Q: But is a death sentence 
appropriate? 

A: Yes. But I do have one 
desire. I still don't want this 
woridly life. By Allah, I don't 
want it, and I wish for the 
meeting with my Lord, but I 
have one request, which I have 
made of my Lord and I'm 
hoping that he will fiilfill it. I 
asked my Lord that he make 
my hair and beard gray, and 
that my body be made decrepit 
in Jihad in the path of .Allah. 
By Allah, I asked my Lord 
that he give me another 22 
years of life for Jihad in the 
path of Allah [here his eyes 
began to fill with tears and his 
voice trembled v/ith emotion], 
because L disobeyed my Lord 
for 22 years, so I want to make 
Jihad for 22 years. 

Q: Do you have anything else 
to add? 

A: I have a request to make of 
Amir-ul-Mumineen. I ask him 
in the name of Allah to recruit 
me as a Mujahid in the path of 
Allah. That's all I have to say. 

Q: There's nothing else? 

A: To Allah we belong and to 
him we return [he said this as 
his eyes were Ml of tears, his 
voice was trembling, and his 
head bowed]. 
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United Press International 

February 4, 2001, Sunday 

SECTION: GENERAL NEWS 

LENGTH: 410 words 

HEADLINE: Taliban trying U.S. citizen on spying charges 

BYLINE: By AAMIR SHAH 

DATELINE: ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Feb. 4 

BODY: 

Taliban authorities are trying a U.S. national for allegedly spying on Osama bin Laden 

and other Arabs living in Afghanistan, Afghan sources said. 

Richard Picket, an computer expert, who was working with a Kabul-based aid agency, 
was arrested last year after a detained alleged Kurdish spy, Abdur Rahim Janko, 
disclosed that they had links with him. 

Afghan Foreign Minister Wakil Ahmed Mutawakil says that Picket is now being tried in 
an Islamic court in Kabul. 

His trial follows that of bhi Laden and his accompUces in a U.S. court. The Saudi 
dissident has been indicted for master-minding the twin-bomb attack that killed more 
than 220 people in U.S. embassies in East Africa in August 1998. 

Janko was arrested along with another Arkan alias Islam in the Afghan capital in last 
February. * 



In a recent interview to the Middle East Broadcasting (MBC) center in Islamabad, the 
Taliban foreign minister claimed that the ruling Afghan militia had collected "enough 
evidence against Packet" and had sent "his case to an Islamic court for trial." 



Westem diplomatic sources said the U.S. embassy m Islamabad was still trying to 
determine who Picket was and why was he arrested by the Taliban officials, who control 
more than 90 percent of Afghanistan. 

They said that the U.S. embassy had contacted Taliban authorities through Pakistani 
officials as they did not have direct contact with the militia. Although never cordial, a 
US-sponsored UN sanctions that became operative last month have fiirther strained 
Washington's relations with the Taliban rulers who are particularly upset over a unilateral 
arms ban that denies weapons to them but allows their opponents to receive military 
hardware and training. 
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The ban has recently encouraged the opposition Northern AUiance to launch fresh 
offensives against the Taliban positions, including a major attack Saturday that led to 
heavy aerial bombing of rebel positions by the Taliban air force. 

Taliban security agencies claimed capturing two Kurdish civilians in Kabul last yeai* who 
later told the Arabic news service of Abu Dhabi television in Kandahar that they were 
recruited for spying on Osama and other Arabs in an Arabian Gulf country by Israeli 
agents. They said they were also asked to probe how Afghan fighters went to Chechnya to 
fight the Russian forces. 

They said Picket was their contact in Kabul. So far the Taliban authorities have not 
allowed joumalists to meet Picket. 

LOAD-DATE: February 5, 2001 



Case 1 :05-cv-01 31 0-RJL Document 37-2 Filed 1 0/1 0/2006 Page 1 31 of 210 



PET. EX 115 



Case 1 :05-cv-01 31 0-RJL Document 37-2 Filed 1 0/1 0/2006 Page 1 32 of 21 






UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

SBmmarized Detainee Statement 

The followmg is a sammarized transcript of the detainee's testimony. Althou^^ a 
qualified Arabic translator was present, tibe detainee often preferred to speak in 
English, and wonld go back and forth bet«f een English and Arabic The Tribunal 
permitted the detainee to testify in both English and Arabic because he was 
obviousfy comfortable doing so and because the Tribunal understood what he was 
saying. The following is a summary of his testimony. 

Tribunal President: Abdul Hakim Bukhary, you may now present any evidence you have 
to the Tribunal, and you have the assistance of your Personal Representative in doing so. 
Do you want to present infoimation to this Tribunal? 

Detainee: I don't have any mformation. If 1 did have it, I would tell you, but I don*t 

Tribunal President; Would you like to respond to the allegations that were just read? 

Detainee; Yes^ I will answer. 

Tribunal President: Wo\ild you like to make your statement under oath? 

Detainee; I am alone now, okay? I am a Muslim. You are a Christian. Maybe if I make 
an oath to you, maybe I will be lying, but I cannot 

Tribunal President: It would be a Muslim oath. 

Detainee: I am a Muslim, yeah, sure. 

Tribunal President: Would you like to take a Muslim oath? 

Detainee: I swear if I believe in everything in my home with a judge. She [referring to 
the Tribunal President] is not a Muslim^ so I caxmot swear. 

Tribunal President: Okay. 

Detainee: But what Fm telling you is that everything I am saying is the truth. I had no 
problem with the Americans troops when they took me from Kandahar to here. My story 
has been the same. 

Tribunal President: Would you like to respond to each of the allegations? Wecanrcad 
the allegation to you and give you an opportunity to respond to each. 

Detainee: Sure. No problem. 

Tribunal President: Personal Representative, would you assist us with that please? 
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Personal Representative: Yes, ma'am. 

In the following section of the summamed transcript, the Personal Representative 
reads to the Tribunal the allegations found on the Undassified Summary of 
Evidence, The detainee then responds to each allegation. Any comments made by 
the detamee or others are snmmarked, as well. 

Personal Representative: The detainee is a member of Al Qaida 

Detainee: Not true. 

Personal Representative: The delBinee traveled from his native Saudi Arabia to 
Afghanistan after 1 1 September 2001 , to participate in armed Jihad against the United 

States. 

I>etainee: Yes, 

Personal Representative: The detainee met Usama Bin Laden in Afghanistan. 

Detainee: I meet him before 1 1 September. I met before all this. I met him a long, long 
time ago, I met him maybe 14 or 15 years ago, while on Jihad, in the war against Russia. 

Personal Representative: You mentioned when we spoke previously - do you know why 
Usama Bra Laden visited where you were at the time? 

Detainee: I don't know exactly. I don't know. Everybody knows he is the boss. He is 
the big boss. He just went there to see. ThafsalL This is what I understand But what 
exactly the purpose for his visit was, I don't know. I don*t have any idea. I could not ask 
any questions. If diere are other things I would like to add to my answers, would that be 
a problem? 

Tribunal President: No problem. 

Detainee: About this questiori, why Usama Bm Laden came> I don't know. The problem 
today is this. President Bush declared war against the Taliban. After that, the Taliban 
called for a Jihad. They called all Muslims. I am a Muslim. I answered die call. When I 
came to the mujahidin guesthouse, I did not have any idea of anything, except I came for 
Jihad. I followed some of the leaders of the mujahidin in die past. At the same time, I 
think there is one they call MassouA I liked him and thought he was a very good man. I 
said to the mujahidin, \^o are about 90% Arab people, that he is good and God bless 
him. They got mad when I said I liked Massoud. Tliey are crazy. They donH like him. 
If I had known they didn't like hun, I wouldn't have spoken. For saying that, they 
punished me; they bothered me; they beat me; tiiey hit me very badly. They accused me 
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ofbeingaspy. They are stupid. I did answer "yes" -I came -I am a Muslim. I don't 
want to talk too much - 1 can -^Ik for fhree years. 

Tribunal President: You can talk for three years? 

Detainee: I talked to American troops at Kandahar airport, and I am still talking here. 

Detainee talks to translator in Arabic. 

Tribunal President: What was his question? 

Translator: He asked what is the word for **bothered." 

Detainee: I am talking^ talking, Fvebeen talking for three years. But Hike it 

Tribunal President: You like to talk? 

Detainee: I like to talk because I found that nobody bothers me. Nobody beats me. 
Nobody hits me. They have an art in interrogation. Suppose they accused me in my 
home. My God! They would beat me. The difference between the United States and 
Europe and our people is so different, a very big difference. When they told me that I 
would be going to a Tribunal here, I knew I would be getting some justice. I am sure of 
it. I trust in it 100%. I don't care. I don't have anything to hide. Everything I have told 
you is true. 

Tribunal President: May we move on to the next question? 

Personal Representative: The detainee attended the Al Qaida training camp at Al Farouq 
for one day. 

Detainee: Yes. 

Personal Representative; The detainee stayed at a guesthouse in Afghanistan, 

Detainee: Yes. 

Personal Representative: When we spoke about that earlier, you mentioned that you did 
not know who ran the guesthouse, but you did go there for Jihad? 

Detainee: That is a good question. I am a Muslim. I came and answered &e call to 
Jihad We usually cannot ask [questions at Hxc guesthouse]. Suppose she is with me 
[pointing to Tribunal President], I caimot ask her real name, just a nickname. I cannot 
ask who is who. It is very bad. They are crazy. Maybe they would shoot me. Really, 
they are crazy. I cannot ask any personal questions. Forget it - 1 cannot 
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Personal Representative: ITie detainee admits long time affiliations with Jama'at 

Tablighi. 

Detainee: Yes, 

Personal Representative: You mentioned during our previous conversations timt was for 
religious conversions? 

Detainee; That is correct I am a Muslim. If I saw a Muslim who is not following a 
good wayj would advise him -talk to him about this and that Then I'd call him. I'd 
invite him to this mosque. We*d pray and we*d talL Fd talk to him about Jama'at 
Tablighi and two issues. Fd talk to him about the Koran - what God says - and what the 
prophet says, Thafsall, There was nothing else. We didn't even talk about politics. 

Translator talks to detainee in Arabic- 
Translator: He is asking for words I am- not famiUar witL It has something to do with 
banks. 

Tribunal President; Safe deposit box? Trust accounts? 

Detainee: Suppose you are a bank and I came to you and you lend me about $100,000. 

Translator: Loan? 

Detainee: And then after one year or two years, I have to give you $20,000 more, or 
$30,000 more. 

Tribunal President: Interest 

Detainee: Interest! In Jama'at Tablighi, we did not talk about interest. We did not talk 
about politics. We didn't talk about what was good or bad for men or women. We talked 
about the Koran and the prophet. 

Personal Representative: The detainee stayed with Jama'at Tablighi prior to 11 
September 200L 

Detainee; Yes, I did. 

Personal Representative: Jama'at Tablighi, a Pakistan based Islamic missionary 
oi^anization, is being used as a cover to mask travel and activities of terrorists, including 
members of Al Qaida. 

Detainee; Aslhavetoldyou, Jama'at Tablighi did not talk about Jihad. We did not talk 
about Jihad. Suppose one of you guys comes in and we had this guy that talked all the 
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time about Jftad They would kick Mm. They did not talk about Jilmd. I don't have any 
idea about this. This is my answer. 

Personal Representative: The detainee engaged in hostilities against the United States 
and its coalition partners. 

Detainee: I did not participate. This is really a strange question. This sentence is very, 
very strange. Before the war, yes, I came and answered the Jihad. I came to Afghanistan 
and then to the mujahidin guesthouse. In the guesthouse, they put me with a sub group, 
and took some people to the airport - before the war, I stayed there [at die airport] about 
three days. After three days, they accusedmeofbeing a spy. They beat me. They hit 
me very badly for a long time. They deprived me of food or water for a long time. Then 
they took me to the Taliban jail, fsx>m Kandahar airport to Kandahar City. They took me 
to the main jaiL I stayed for about a week, and then the bombing started. Then the 
guards all escaped like rats. 

Personal Representative: Now, you also mentioned Hiat it was the Taliban that 
imprisoned you. 

Detainee: Yes, in the Taliban prison. 

Personal Representative: And that they tortured you in a cellar? 

Detainee: First of all, there was no food in prison, ha the prison we would receive only 
one piece of bread in 24 hours. All this time and we would get one piece of bread. When 
we broke fasting, we would receive cold water. They did not give us anything else. If 
anyone would talk too loud, they would kill him. There were about 1 600 prisoners. We 
could not do anything. We could not talk. It was a terrible time, horrible. I was sick. I 
had hemorrfxoids. They did not take me to the hospital. They did not give me anything. 
Some prisoners gave me some ointment and antibiotic liquid. This was from the 
prisoners. From the Taliban, all we got was that we could not talk. 

Detainee (continued): Prisoners here are in paradise. American people are very good, 
Really> Ihey give us three mealsjuice, fruit and everythingl My God! Here they [Le., 
the Arab detainees] bother me everyday, every time. Now about 30 months to this day, 
they bother me. They call me a hypocrite. They call me a spy. You have to say /thank 
God!" I thank you for America! If you are in a Taliban prison, they do not treat you 
well Here we are HI paradise. It is 100% paradise. Yes, really. Thank you! 

Detainee (continued): I wrote a letter last month to my son to explam to him about 
democracy. Yes, we have heard about democracy through television and radio, and read 
about it in newspapers and magazines. However, I have never tasted democracy until I 
got here. I like it I don't have anydiing to say, except to say thank you very much. 
Excuse me judge? 
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Detainee talks to translator in Arabic. 

Translator: He said, "Can I call her judge?" 

Tribunal President: I am not a judge, Fm just a Tribunal Member. 

Detainee; Excuse me, ma'am. I forgot what I wanted to say. I will tell you if I 
remember. 

Tribunal President: Does that conclude your answers and responses to the questions? 

Detainee: When I remember, I will tell you some more. 

Tribunal President: Is there one more? 

Personal Representative; There is. 

Detainee: Excuse me. Yes, I remember 

Tribunal President: Okay. 

Detainee: About democracy. It is really good. It is a ri^t of Islam. Islam calls for the 
right to have a democracy, for everything. It is good for detainees, it is good for 
prisoners, good for anyone, so no one can be accused without proof. This is the real 
Islam. Centuries ago, they were a real democracy, Today we know only one thing. Why 
most of the people fixim Arab countries run away from their homes to go to Europe and 
America. They want democracy. They want jxistice. They feel it is fair. They want to 
stay there* They leave families and their homes. They leave their kids, wife, fether and 
mother. They are looking for justice. They are looking for fairness. They are looking 
democracy. I hope to learn from the people hero about democracy. I am 100% sure that 
if people back home got to understand about democracy, they woxald be a wiser people, I 
am so sorry. They are still kids. The average age is about 22 years old. I will give you 
an example, Today, they are like a Pepsi. You take a Pepsi and, befoi^ you open it, you 
shake it. When you open it, it pops out. After that, it fizzles. Yes^ they are just like Ms. 
But I hope to imderstand. This I hope from my heart. I hope from my mind to 
understand this situation. If you did wrong you should get punishment. Not from 
America, but from God. I am so sorry - 1 talked too much. 

Tribunal President: Did we end all of the questions? I think he answered the last one 
about Kandahar airport. 

Personal Representative: Yes ma'am, there were a few comments he made for clarity he 
might want to add. After the Taliban lost power, you mentioned that the new government 
held you for three months, then handed you to the Americans. 
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Detainee; Yes. When the Taliban fell and the new government took over, I was very 
happy. We were, as I told you, prisoners - about 1600 of xis. Twelve of us were 
foreigaers, the rest were Afghanis. I am horn Sandi Arabia, The others were from Syria, 
Russia, England, the other guy &om Saudi Arabia was killed. This is five- Another was 
from Pakistan, the rest were from Iran, 

Detainee (contmued): The new govermneat took us from jail to jaiL From a big prison 
to a small prison. The other Afghanis prisoners were released. They were very lucky. 
Then from the twelve prisoners, they held them [the Iranians] for a week to ten days 
maximum, then they sent them home. Through the new government, they gave them 
permission, gave them papers, wrote their names and gave them some money, to pass the 
border. The ICRC gave them two boxes of food. Jam, cheese, butter, white bread, some 
fruits and some money to pass the border. Now there were only fv/e of xis left. They 
kept us. They kept telling us we would he released in two weeks. Three months went by, 
and still we were not released. Everyone started talking about our situation to CNN, the 
Wellington Post, and Time. They took pictures of the five of us* We talked to the press 
from Europe, Japan, Philippines, Hong Kong, from everywhere. 

Detainee (continxied): After three months, the American Troops took us and told us that 
they would take us to Kandahar airport and ask some questions. They told us they would 
question us for about three or four days and then send us home. Three or four days 
turned into three years here. Three or four months ago, two of the five people I came 
here with went home. The one from England and the one from Russia. Now there are 
only three of us left. I was a prisoner and they took me Scorn the prison. That is really 
strange. I hope to xmderstand my situation, and I hope to get justice from the United 
States. 

Tribunal President: Does that conclude your statement? 

Detainee; Unless you have any more questions. Regarding the last question, I did not 
fight against the United States. Before the war, die other people, they caught me, and 
bothered me-. They beat me very badly. Then they sent me to the Tdiban prison. Oh my 
God! What a horrible time I spent there. It was a very bad time. 

Tribunal President: Personal Representative do you have any other questions for the 
detainee? 

Personal Representative: No, ma^am. 

Tribunal President: Recorder do you have questions for the detainee? 

Recorder: No. 

Tribunal President: Do any Tribunal Members have any questions for the detainee? 
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Members: Noma^am. 

Tribunal President: How long were you in Afghanistan? 

Detainee: Maybe 10 days. That^salL 

Tribunal President From the time you left Saudi Arabia? 

Detainee: Yes, about 1 days. Two weeks they accused me, they bothered me, and they 
sent me to the prison. 

Trib\)nal President: When did you leave Saudi Arabia? 

Detainee: Right after the United States declared ^^^ar on the Taliban. Maybe a few days 
later. 

Tribunal President Before or after? 

Detainee: No, after, after your pmsident declared the war and then the Taliban 
government declared Jihad. 

Tribunal President So let me make sure I am clear of this. You left Saudi Arabia before 
or after the att^k on the Twin Towers in New York? 

Detainee: After. Because President Bush declared war after they attacked the United 
States. 

Tribunal President: But you were there for only ten days before you were arrested? 

Detainee: Before I was arrested? Yes, about ten days. 

Tribunal President: You said that you went to the Al Farouq training camp for one day. 

Detainee: Yes, for one day, I was sick. I was very, very sicL 

Tribunal President You were sick when you arrived, or you got sick when you got 
tiEiere? 

Detainee: No, I was sick before I got tiiere, I had hemorrhoids for a long time. But I did 
not do anything becaxise it's too different between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan or ' 
Bangladesh or Afghanistan. These places are very poor. In my home we have medicine. 
When I came to Afghanistan, it hurt my hemorrhoids because tiie roads were in poor 
condition and the car would bounce up and down. Thus I only stayed one night and then 
returned back. 
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Tribunal President: Where did you go after you left Al Farouq? 

Detainee: To Pakistan. 

Tribunal President: You went to Pakistan? 

Detainee: Yes, and from Pakistan I v/ent home. 

Tribunal President: You went back to Saudi Arabia? 

Detainee: Yes, sure. Before I went back to my home, for three days I got laser surgery 
on my eyes. Then I returned back home, I stayed home for about a week, and fcen went 
to Jordan, I stayed there for about three weeks, where I heard about what happened in the 
United States when they attacked New York and Washington. 

Tribunal President: How many years was it, when you went to al Farouq? How many 
years before going back to Afghanistan for the Jihad? 

Detamee: Maybe 2 months. When I went to Al Farouq, I stayed one day and I came 
back to Pakistan, I stayed for three days in Pakistan for my eye surgery and went back 
home. After about a month, then the attack on the United States happened. 

Tribunal President: While you were in Afghanistan, did you join the Taliban or Al 
Qaida? 

Detainee: Oh, yes. Everybody knows about the Taliban government The Taliban was 
established around 1994. As far as Al Qaida, I don*t know, I don't have any idea about 
Al Qaida, They talk about Al Qmda, They are cra2y. Yes, I knew about Usama Bin 
Laden for a long time. When I met him, he was not famous. This was about 1 5 years 
ago during the war with Russia. When the Russians attacked Afghanistan, Usama Bin 
Laden was like anyone else. After the Gulf War, he became famous. Who made him 
famous? Do you know who made Usama Bin Laden femous? 

Tribunal President: You tell me. 

Detainee: I will tell you, America, By the media and television and by magazines. 
Everybody is talking about Usama Bin Laden. Through information, though the media, 
you made him famous. The big boss. He is nothing. I understand and believe 100% that 
you can run, but you can't hide. We go back in history into titie seventies. What 
happened in Lebanon? What happened in Palestine? What happened in Egypt? What 
happened with the Minister of Petroleum in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait? Who was the big 
boss? At that time in the seventies, it was Carlos in Venezuela. Today, it is Usama Bm 
Laden. After 27 or 26 years, they caught him. Now he is in prison. They caught him. In 
time it's coming. To who? To Usama Bin Laden. I am sure. You can run, but you 
cannot hide. They will catch him. The police smell out people. This is vAsi I mean, 
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Detainee (continued): When I came fix^m Kandahar to this island, I said to a guy in the 
next cell to mc, " I hope Usama Bin Laden would surrender so they will let us go.'' I was 
happy. To this day, the other detainee's bother me and call me a spy. 

Tribunal President: Abdul Hakim Bukhaiy, do you have any other evidence to present to 
this Tribunal? 

Detainee: I do not 

Tribunal President Personal Representative do you have any other evidence or does the 
detainee have any previously approved witnesses to present to the Tribunal? 

Personal Representative: No, ma'am. 

Tribunal President: All unclassified evidence having been provided to Ihe Tribunal, this 
concludes this Tribunal session. 
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Summary of Aiimlnggfa^t lve Rgview Boa rd Pn^eeegfe^ for ISN 493 

Tht Aifmnistraiivt Mevkw Board w&s caBed io orier. 

The Be$ign^$dMx^wry Officer (BMO) WifS «*w«. 

The Bmrd Raporier w^ sworn. 

The Translator was swam. 

Tk€ Detainee en^ed the proceedings. 

The PresMng Officer annaMm:ed &e c0nveniHg auSk^rkyandpuipase oftke 

The jte&tog Miliary C0cer (AMO) w^ swant. 

The Ji^esd^ng Offu:er asked the JMainee if ke wishes ia make a ^i^^ 
(MusOm aaik offa^. 

Detainee; Ofcourseldoncstsj^ak. IcmlyspcaktetnithsiKilviiilspeakthetrufeaadl 
have rK>timig but the tmflt Doyouhaveaiiytiungclsetosay? 

Presitfing Officer. Itmderstandyourciigtomsai^Ireqp^yuafc^ 
please give xrie a yes or sh) answer astowbeti^r you wii^ to take^ c^cfk 

Detakee: Ijustbavetwotidiig;s^5sybefoi«eVeTythii^^ Iwashcq^fiMrtiiiyto 
coiivei^ aiKi that I would have the disnce to speak in fi^ Itisagr^ttdsytiiat 

you called me today. Honesty is som^femg great and you have all of my respect I will 
smnmaiizcitrntwoworfSjUOznorec^'Boiess, Iaind^staad.,JamaMuslimax^you 
are Christians. C3mstians and Muslims or anyone on this planri does not like injustice. 
The words I waM to say to you, wife all of my re^)ea to you, arc fean^ 
&rcaUkgmehere, Ttes^oad thing I wlltelkaiso^rtis my situation 
summarized, SD,youharveitinmyfiie&ota"A,ailti3eway^Z'\ I^wasinaTaiibaa 
{msoxt 

Presiding OlScen Coiddl askyouto..«aUIamaskti^BtthiStIme i&ifyou^vadtdtake 
thcoa&orTKJt Tiatssit You -v^l have yoOTcppdruraty to give w 
short time- 

Detainee; I only have two things 'to say and ftat is it 

Presiding Officer; I ^5H:e€aa]te that aid! want to give you that oppc^tu^ Aitiiis|K>int 
I just want to get yonraxi^wer on wbefi^yoii^TOuWlil^ Ifitisa*4K>" 

ISN493 

Page 1 of 6 

20479 UNCLASSIFIED/j 




Case 1 :05-cv-01 31 0-RJL Document 37-2 Filed 1 0/1 0/2006 Page 1 44 of 210 



UNCLASSIFLED/^^^ 

that is fine and vm -will conlini^ dnai^you willteve aaq^p^Mtmity to grveias tbo^two 
points. 

DetaiBee: IdidiKytcompteteiBy statenent BefoicItakeaaoafliifyou?^iiigivejnea 

small... 

Presiding Officer: Go ahead 

Detainee: IhasfikyoiL TbeAmoican Forces took.iaefixmi the TaHbaa 
h^e ri^t now. li^ intecrogfi^ me mo^ &aii 20 ^tcmsaad times aod^tiai is one of fee 
injustices, I don't haw [anyflni^lrf^ to say ch- to dp i^^^^ I^n 

notjfomdanmslQaidaandj^^iargovenmei^asdoffij^ lamaper^nof 

feith. I have [a lot] of faith. It^evclistmy release,,, ti^^iis is pimishmentfix)^ 
forsisandlwiHtertk^^edlDyGodEndlkxiowtis^l^ I was detail^ tefore 

Bnd U $m] Gcr^, i vm^ be^en:] up snd toxt=,sr^d i&f] one of ti^ S^ojdis in -prison b^r$. I 
j^ wsnt to tfeank you very jmxk fcr all of this* Tli^zsk yon^ ^nik ail of tsy r?rsp^ to 
you, and now I want to go hadk to my [ceil]. 

Designated Miihaay Officer [Presiding Office] i^I^^iayjiist mate a comment about 

tbat 

Detainee: Idonotwanttohearanyfcing&cwyott 

Dedgi^ited Military OjBScen H^aOegatioa thai tteDetsii^e is making wifii regard to a 
Saudi prisoner or detainee abn^ng Mm is sometiiing that tl^ Assisting Mlilary Officer 
baa already refcrr^ to [the proper dianwls]. It is not in tte package, It is information 
that is available and it has ake^ b^nrep^kted to fl^ l^oper chaimels. 

Detainee: Thank you v^ mnoh I dcm't want anything eke and I dra.' t want to [lisrten] . 

Presiding OSicen Do you wish to go cm va& yota: Admim^trstive Review Board at Ms 
fene or do yon want to be exciised fidm the room? 

Dietamas: Thank yo^ very midh- I wmn to leave you. lamsosony. I want to go back* 
Thank you. The pmiahm.ra[a is coining ftom God I d<si*thsve any |TObl>^ with ytm..J 
mean wife the United States* Al3a,y0uknowthaxasIt<^dyc«iandAefre^rri?^/D/fe 
linguist) told you, the Ammcans took tne &om *e bloody Taliban prison* Before &e 

war I was there and tibeyto^xired me very bad> even the Kaizai people. Ewnharelget 
[tortured]. Thank yon veiy much, Ire^>ectycm,aIiofyon. Youarevciynice^v^ 
good. Tieateientis nice [and te] MPs are good. 

Presiding Officer; I q^jreciate your iKme^ and if yon would like I can cover a ccaiple 
of the Post Administrstrve Sc^^w Board Conunenis, 

D^ainee: No. 
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Presiding Office Oksy* ThankyouaiKiwevrilltakeaMefrecessvMetheDetaiaeei^ 
escorted out of fee rooirL 

Detainee: Thank you very miicli, all of you. 

The BetsMee is iscortsd^ui 0fike n&om. 

Presiding Officer: TteAdmimstrative Review BoaitJ is iKwrecon^ Designated 

Military OflBcer plea^ note tbe cun^t time and date. 

DesigBatal Military Officer: Ilie time is 1419 hours and die date is 22 September 20&5. 
Sir, this board adjofunied previously at 141 1 ksurs. 

Presiding Officer: Thantkyou, TMsAdmMstrstiveRe?visw Board recessed at 1411 
hoUiB oa 22.. S^i^^lisber 2t^5, wMe & Detaiisee "wb^ tsmoY^ from im toam at Ms 

ns^iest and tkei board ^ill cc^ifeiie 6^3ffi Hds peiut fbr^smrd is sfe^^itia of tte Detaface, 

TheA^^MBg MUMisry Ogkerpr^mied ike Emm^ Csi^tos^ N0iffk^ihnf<mm, 
Exhibit EC-A, ^ tke Adsf^nisir^Upe S£piew M^m^ 

Tke AssMng MilHary O^ksrp^me^si tke Emmp dmb&imtEhcti&n F^mn^ Exkii^ 
EC-By to theA^f^^s^m^ Review Board 

Pxesidiag Officer: I note firom &e Er^my Combatant Eleetiim Fonn, EC-B, tbal tibs 

Detains chose to be pe^sefit airf res|»Bd to each ststeinent afex it i^ 

has elected to leave to Admiinstiative Review Board arid it ^^ gdng to cotttmue in 

absentia. Does everybod^stgrte that the Detainee did actaK>i^ 

excused icmx the Admiisjstraftive Review Boart? 

Assisting Military Officer Yes sir. 

Designated Military OfiScen Yea sir. 

Presiding Office: The Assisting Military Officer arrf Etesignatoi Military OflBcer 
acloKiwiedged Thank yoa 

Tke li'ssidingOffkiTcaJ^irmed that die As^ssmg 

Di^dtue md iitfmmed kirn efktr^mregsr^&^Aepmceedin^ StatAeDetsbtes 

s^^femtdtQ understand ike pmcess, that ^e^ncbtssffi^S^^ 

re&dioUteDtmineeytkMutrunsk^w^meddMriBgAehte^^ 

Assisting MU^ry Officer &mfinmd0tat^eir^ 

Detainee. 

Piesidiag Officer: it shotild also be iK>ted that the D^ainee did understand Ei^lish and 
he addressed fee board prior to Ms departure in English atd did ^^pear to understand 

ISN 493 
Enclosure (5) 
Page 3 of 6 

20481 UNCLASSIFIED//! 



Case 1 :05-cv-01 31 0-RJL Document 37-2 Filed 1 0/1 0/2006 Page 1 46 of 210 



UNCLASSIFIED//! 

what fee bt^^^snas about ai^ was very anoticmal. For scsmereascml^ decided ik^ to 
stay. 

TheDts^mtedMMmyQffktrpresmiedtks UndassifiedSummsjyofEvkkHcet 

RepiewSowrdL 

neDesigmtedMUi^iy Officer stai^ikM&iU^y^ftkeseexki^ 
previousfydi^ibm^to&tAms^MSU^ayt^ker. 

The Ikstgnated BSiitary Qffuxrgaim u Mefdesari^H ef^Ofm&ts qftke 
Vncims^sS Smsmmy qfE^^mcs, ExhibklMO-lfIa ikeAi^^i^tt^it?e Renew 

Ike B^'^n^^d BSMM^^ €0^'^ c^.^Jl^wed '&s^ k^ki^ M0fi^k^ | 

the di^^i^i^n of ike BeiBm^. 

The Presiding Officer ucknawltdged the request 

Whm asked if the Assisting Miiimy Officm^ had my inf^ 
aftkeJDtMneeto^eAd^^siri^ipeSepiemBpard, ^AsstiksgMWtm]^ Offii^ 
smedAsibB m^mM read the AssisH^Mil^ayOffk^rammm^ smd&eD^mmee 
cm^i^ntsfr^mtkeEm^Ci^nhiiimtEkc^^ 

Admimstrffiiye Mmef^ Board Memb^^s questions: 

BoardMembcr: InpsragrajftSaiteSislOsiuill itli$tTuriium,A^iaB^^ 
there inl992. Is that tte same place ^tteTcv^K&amCeiito 

Designate Kfilitary Officer I am not srure sit. I&awthaJaisoaiKilcouldnotfimlTowr 
Khmu l3miK>tsoxeifUisjusttfeeBameofa|[uastboiseorifitisagucst^ 

Board Meaabcn Olsay, because nmnbec 1 1 says *I>^tainee agsan "wost to the Towr Khsm 

Center guesflKnise* \;^ch tesb [irtt] to beU^c^ 

may have bwffltbe same place listed iaiimbcxia NotaWgdealttotigh. 

Ifesignated Military OfiBocr: It could be, but I am not sure. 

Board Memb^ Tliis guy has qmte a timeliBs, Sometimes...tMsguyhasecJassic 
situation vJbsrt sometimes xva should eliminate ai^r&ing out of all of this bfonnation 
thathadtodowiththeiTOViouswar, Weshcftildfocusinon^K)!. Thstisjustan 
observation. Wk) was this guy a sj^ for? Wh^w^ he woridi^ for ^ivfeen the Taliban 
arrested him as a spy? Was be \WH3dng ftff us? Any ideas? 
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EfesigasfedMaitaiy Officer He is iKJt very clear oav^feyli^TalftsattaiTftstedl^ If 

yoy look at the Unclas^fied SiJQsimaiy Mb ieapc«^ 

airestbg Hm ^¥ES ftat 1^ v^as never loM aayfim^ ^ 

never even askti him his name. He doesnH know why tiie Taliban arrested him, 

Presidijag Officer Y^. that is what it says. 

Designate Military Officer Kte said te was not evea asked Ms name. 

BoardMembea*: Qnpage2of5o0thftUxsdasifi^Sunimary initeml2,v^ 
that? Docs Ito start tl^.*^is'fljM fee i^^eGt^ti^ Ino!bfisrwdrds,dow?:marve 

fiom 19S2to2D01 bsftweeu mimhers 11 mi 12? DidtegadotteBhMforfi^Taliten? 
Arc WB still back m 1992 wife flsmit 12-15? 

Desigsa*^ I^SIitary "Officer: Bebg timt the Taliban vm^ isot m chsx^ in 1 992, 1 wonid 
say probably not 

Board Meanber; So, was all of thai in 2(K)1? 

Presiding OfBcen [ft is] sometime b^ween Aea* Itc^Hiidbettei^hmingofflKSovi^ 
tirne. It does not reafly say. 

D^igrs^^ NGlitary Officer lamjiistiiotsfuxe. 

Presiding QfScex; Thai could be -vAealheTaUteaiteclaredJiimd^aiB&t the Sov^ It 
is liot specific, 

BoardMCTiber: Itiunktotwi^nwegettottecl^sifiedsickwecaiiputitalltogeth^ 
Pj^ding Officer C^y, Idou^tremembcTsbutyouareri^t^itini^L 

Board Memben He is well comiec^ft^ is f(^ sure. The fo^ikde im:ld£3il was px»bably 
In the Soviet time. 

l^dgaatedMiiitary Officer Idofn'tfttiiiksot^caiBei^vvas^yheiihe^is^^^ 
traiijmg camp* It was dining the time te was at Aetraimng camp* 

Board Member; Okay. 

Presiding Officer: Assisting Mlitary Officer Ms is feryoii. IntteKI-Byouieadtto 
he has iK> Mends (^ relatives living ia the Umted States aiKi the I5et^^ 

was true, 

Desigii^d MiEtary Ofiicen Hiat was hi& commit sir. 

Priding OfBcer: His €K)mm^sts^&re that he does iK>t have any rdafi^ 
States], 
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AssistiBg Military Ofi&cer; Yes sir. 
Presidbg OfBc^ Okay, 

Admmistt4^iPe Repisw Bimrdproee&MHgSt and ikm G$Qanmed th^procssdings. 

The Presiding Offk£r(^fmed&edla^^^l£dparihn of t^ 

TheJh'esidingOjlPcerai^omnedikeda^lfiedpi^ 
Adn^ni^a&penc\4mB0m^Wi^d(i^fin^S^ti^naniv^ng. 







Colocd, UJ. Msnoe Coips 
Presiding Officer 



ISN493 

UNCLASSlFiED//Fe*Kr 

20484 



Case 1 :05-cv-01 31 0-RJL Document 37-2 Filed 1 0/1 0/2006 Page 1 49 of 210 



pr^T 1h Y 117 



Case 1 :05-cv-01 31 0-RJL Document 37-2 Filed 1 0/1 0/2006 Page 1 50 of 21 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 



Summarized Sworn Detainee StateiHeat 

The Tribunal President was explaining the hearing instructions to the Detainee. 

The Personal Representative presented the Detainee Election Form (Exhibit D-^A) to 
the Tribunal 

The Recorder presented the Unclassified Summary of Evidence (Exhibit R-1) to the 
Tribunal and gave a brief descr^tion of its contents. 

At the conclusion of the Recorder's description of the contents of Exhibit R-J the 
Detainee began to speak The Tribunal President then informed him that there were a 
couple of other administrative matters that needed to be addressed and he would then 
be allOYPed to make his statement 

The Recorder confirmed that he had no further unclassified evidence or witnesses and 
requested a closed Tribunal session to present classified evidence. 

The Tribunal President confirmed that the Detainee had three documents that he 
wished to present to the Tribunal as per the Detainee Election Form. The Tribunal 
President also confirmed that the Detainee requested to have two witnesses participate 
in the Tribunal on his behalf 

The Recorder administered the Muslim oath to the Detainee. 

The Tribunal President opened the Tribunal to the Detainee to make his statement 

3.Q.L The detainee traveled to Kabul sometime in later 200L 

The truth is I didn^t volunteer to travel there. I was forced because I was a prisoner; I 
was moved from a Kandahar prison to Kabul by the Northern Alliance. 

3.0,2. The detainee was identified as an Iraqi national affiliated with al Qaida. 

That is true. I am an Iraqi citizen but I am not associated with or a member of al Qaida, 
When I was there, there was no such thing as al Qaida, 

3.0.3. The detainee resided at a guesthouse near Kabul, Afghanistan, frequented by 
people training at a terrorist training camp in Afghanistan. 

That is true. I did not live in that house but I visited that house about three times, 

3m,4. Al Farouq is best known as a basic training facility for jihadists. Training at this 
facility was conducted in four phases: small arms firing,- physical conditioning, map 
reading, topography, and explosive devices. 

ISNf^ 653 
Enclosure (3) 

Page 1 of 15 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 



002048 



Case 1 :05-cv-01 31 0-RJL Document 37-2 Filed 1 0/1 0/2006 Page 1 51 of 21 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 



The truth is that I never went to AI Farouq traming camp and I do not know what goes on 
in there. 

3m J, The detainee received military training in the Iraqi army. 

Yes it is true that in 1993 1 did enter the Iraqi military but it was not voluntarily. Every 
person in Iraq was forced to join the military army. The military there is mandatory, 

3,a6, The detainee trained with the folJay9ing weapons: AK47Hfle, 7.62 mm PK 
machine gun and mortars - 82mm, 1 20mm, and 160mm. 

The way the interrogator asked me what kind of weapons they were using or training on 
at that camp in the Iraqi military, I told them light weapons. They trained them on 
Kalashnikov, those types of weapons. I didn't tell them that I trained on them but told 
them that the Iraqi military trained on them. 

I explained to them the military division I was in, which was the army; our weapons were 
a Kalashnikov in the army. 

3. a, 7. The detainee acknowledges that in 1999 he fought on the front lines against the 
Northern Alliance with the Taliban mar Mir Bachel Kowt. 

This is true, I was on the front Unes but there was no war to speak of at the time. 

3m.8. The detainee was imprisoned by Northern Alliance and subsequently tram/erred to 
United States authority. 

This is true. 

Tribunal President: Does that conclude yoiir statement or is there something else that you 
would like to tell us? 

Detainee: I wanted to bring to the American justice that I do not have a psychological 
disease like the other Arabs here that are detained. The only mistakes that I have done 
was traveling there in 1999. I already was punished or paid for that being detained for 
five years for leaving, 

I hope from the American government and justice to look at my case and see that I am a 
victim as an Arab in Afghanistan, 

In 2002, 1 was detained in prison and diey accused me of being an American spy. And 
honestly, I was not an American spy, I was put in prison and the Taliban tortured me in 
the worst way that you can think of until I was handed over to the American forces. 
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Since the year of 2000, 1 haven't had any freedom. And thanks to God, I have never did 
any hostilities against any people on this earth; on this planet 

Tribunal President: At this time we may have some questions for you. WiU you be 
willing to answer some questions? 

Detainee: Yes. 

Tribunal President: Personal Representative, do you have any questions for the 
Detainee? 

Personal Representative; Yes Ma* am, I do. 

Fersor^ai Representative's pBestions to Detaii^ee 

Q: Can you explain why you went to Afghanistan and how you got there? 

A: That is a good question. I escaped from the Iraqi military at the end of the year in 
1994 and entered Kurdistan, In Kurdistan, I stayed approximately one year and 
then went to Iran, In Iran, I worked in a shoe factory. It wasn't uncovered how 
the people, the way the Iraqi people lived in Iran, especially the people that did 
not have their ofScial'documents. I was one of the people that did not have their 
official documents when I entered Iran, 

In mid 1999, the Iranian government did an attack or a raid with the Iraqis that 
were there. So I traveled from the city I was living in to another city. And that 
city was not a border city,, but it was close to Afghanistan. About two months 
later, they were asking about everyone that worked at that shoe factory. I wanted 
to keep quiet as an Iraqi because the Afghans that were with me were speaking 
Farsi and I was speaking Farsi also. If I had said that I was an Iraqi, they would 
have handed me over to the Iraqi government. I kept quiet and they threw me on 
the border of Afghanistan. That's what happened and how I entered Afghanistan, 
After they took everything I had, including my money, I Was forced to go to the 
Afghani govemiiient to help me go back to Iran. Unfortunately^ they did not help 
me, they told me in order to get help, you have to go to the front line in Kabul 
That is how I entered- Afghanistan, 

Q: Just to clarify, when were you first imprisoned in Afghanistan? 

A: If my memory doesn't betray me, at the beginning of the year of 2000. 

Q; You had stated that you visited in Kabul, Why did you go there? 
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A: The house that I was in at the front lines did not have a shower or a hathroom, a 
place where I could clean my clothes, clean up so I was forced to go to the 
guesthouse and do those things. 

Q: What did you do on the front lines? 

A: There wasn't really anything to do on the front lines besides guard duty. 

Q: During our interview you said that you had deserted the Iraqi Anny. Can you tell 
us why? 

A: I escaped from the Iraqi army and went AWOL for the following reasons. My 
situation was not good. My family aad I didn't own a house so we rented a 
house. The unit where I was stationed was in the north and my house was in the 
south. The salary that the Iraqi gave me was small and I couldn't afford to travel 
from the north to the south. 

In addition, the Iraqi army victimized a lot of members of the Iraqi army. I was 
one of the people that were suffering from the Iraqi military* I wasn't able to 
withhold myself in the Iraqi army. I was a young person at the time and I wasn't 
thinking the right way and wasn't able to figure out what was happening around 
me. With the reasons that I mentioned, I felt like a caged bird. This feeling 
helped me escape from the Iraqi army and now I feel guilty for following that 
feeling. 

I hope to go back to my family and give society the rights and have my rights 
also. 

Tribunal Members^ Questions to Detainee 

Q: How old are you? 

A: I am 29 years old, 

Q: When did you enter this location? 

A; I was bom in 1 976 and this is my third year here, 

Q: Fm a little confiised on your being captured by the Northern Alliance. I want to 
clear some of that up, I will ask you some qtiestions in that area. You were first 
captured when, when you were m Afghanistan? 

A: I was captured and arrested by the Arabs in Afghanistan on February 15, 2000. 

Q: These Arabs that you are referring to, were they apart of the Northern Alliance? 
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A; No, they were wth the Taliban, 

Q: They arrested you becaiase you were accused of being an American spy? 

A: Yes. I was arrested and accused of being an American spy. Unfortunately the 

people who anested me did not know anything about human rights. They did not 
give me a chance to say anything; they just threw me in jail. 

Q: Were you an American spy? 

A: No I'm not an American spy. 

Q: Do you know why they suspected you of being a spy of some sort? 

Ar Yes, I know why. At the beginning they arrest a man name Abdul Rahim Jenko. 
This man I met with in the guesthouse in Kabul, I gave him about half of a dollar 
to help him buy shoes. He asked that of me. After a short time he was arrested 
and accused of being an American spy. I don't know if he was forced to say that 1 
was an American spy or if he wanted me thrown in jail. He confessed against me 
saying that I was a spy working with him for America . He said a lot of lies about 
me and thank God I had an Interrogator name fg^^ He confessed in front of the 
interrogator and said that he made me suffer and told -a lot of lies on me in front of 
all those Arabs. His confession is on a piece of paper and is here in Cuba. For 
that accusation, I was detained in a Taliban prison, 

Q: How long? 

A: From 2000 xmtil now. 

Q: Where were you taken from on February 1 5^ 2000? 

A: From Kabul, 

Q: Where were you in Kabul when you w^re arrested? 

A: I was on the front line and they put me in a car and took me to a guesthouse and 
from the guesthouse I was taken to Kandahar. 

Q: If I understand this correctly, the Taliban arrested you and turned you over to the 
Northern Alliance? 

A: There is clarification needed and I will clarify it for you. I was not arrested by the 
Northern Alliance. In September 2000, we were in a detention facility. There 
were 1,800 people and only six were Arabs. When the Taliban govenunent fell^ 
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the Northern Alliance came and took over the detention facility and that is when I 
^vas taken. I was the only person that was in the second wing and all of the 
foreigners were in the first wing- I was taken from there to Kabul by the Northern 
Alliance, And they told me they were going to give me to the new government 
and said they would tell them that I was a prisoner of the Taliban and give me the 
official paperwork in order for me to go back to my family. That is how I got 
from Kandahar to Kabul and in Kabul I was put in prison and left there for three 
and one half months. After that I was handed over to the American forces. 

Q: According to your testimony, you have been a prisoner since February 15, 2000? 

A: Yes sir. I do have proof that I was arrested in that year and based on the 
testimony of Abdul Rahim Jenko, the person that was in prison with me, 

Q: After this man confessed that he lied about you being an American spy, why 
weren't you released? 

A: He confessed here that I am not an American spy. Arabs did not imprison him, 
Americans imprisoned him. 

Q: The shoe factory that you worked at, what was the name of it? 

A: This factory was not an official factory. They did have an official factory there 
but because I'm an Iraqi and didn't have my ofRcial papers^ I wasn't allowed to 
work in the official factory. There was an Iranian who had official paperwork and 
he worked in the official factory. This man would bring unfinished products to 
the bottom floor and that is where we worked on them. There were 16 of us and 
that is how we worked. Those factories are in large numbers in Iran they don't 
have a name becaxise they are not official factories. 

Q: Who owned the factory? 

A: It was just work and not a factory but the product looked like it came from an 
official factory and I know the name of the official factory. The name is Jim 
Koran (ph). 

Q; How did you pay fi-om your travel from Iraq to Iran? 

A: In Iran and K-urdistan (ph) I was working with the Iraqi resistance led by the INC 
group and I worked with them for one year and in 1996 when the Iraqi military 
entered Kurdistan, I was transferred. The President of the resistance was ordered 
to leave Kurdistan and go to Turkey. Nine of us stayed behind in Kurdistan. I 
gave our name and numbers to other people. After the resistance group went to 
the United States of America, we were forced to leave the area, I was forced to 
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go to a merchant and ask him fox some money so I could leave Kurdistan. They 
helped me get to Iran. 

Q: Did yon have any travel companions for any part of your travels ftom Iraq to 
Afghanistan? 

A: Yes, one person from Kurdistan to Iran. 
Q: Who was that? 

A: He wasn*t a friend of mind and I didn't know him but he was like a smuggler. He 
would smuggle cigarettes and tea and he asked money of me so he could smuggle 
me into Iran. 

Q: So you had no travel companions going into Afghanistan? 

A: No, the Iranian government took me and threw me on the borderline, 

Tribmial Members^ Questions to Detainee 

Q: When you were on the front lines and stated that there was no war. Is that 
correct? 

A: It is true. I was there ftom June 1999 to the year 2000. At that time there was no 
war or fighting between the Taliban and the Northern Alliance. 

Q: What were you on the front lines to guard? 

A: We lived in a house with about 25 people there and six to eight people would hold 
guard on top of the roof. 

Q: What were you guarding against if there was no wax? 

A: We were put there becatise on the other side of the line was the Northern Alliance 
and the guards were put there. The Northern Alliance was their enemies. 

Tribunal President's Questions to Detainee 

Q: You said they accused you of beiag an American spy. Do you speak English? 

A: When I was arrested I did not speak English but I learned in this prison, I speak 
about 45 percent. 

Q: I'm assuming that you mentioned it to them that it was a little odd that you didn't 
speak English if they thought you were an American? 
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A: The person that they arrested that said I was an American spy, as far as I know^ he 
is the one who spoke English. 

Q: He was arrested by the Taliban shortly before you were? 

A: Yes, He was arrested and thea I was arrested. 

Q: He too was turned over to the Northeta Alliance jiist like you were? 

A: Yes. We were in the Taliban prison. Taliban prison was made of two divisions, 
the first division and second division. The detainees would be moved ftom one 
division or prison to the other. When I requested to be moved from the second 
prison to the first, the person that testified against me also requested to be moved. 
He came there and started a problem with another Arab and was then transferred 
again to the second prison. In that prison before the Taliban fell, I requested 
again to be moved. I would like to clarify some points. After I was transferred to 
the second prison, I stayed there until September 14, Ramadan. The man that 
testified against me was moved to the first prison and he was there xmtil the 
Northern Alliance came and took us all to Kabul, When they took me out of the 
prison, I was put in a car and not handcuffed. While sitting in the car I saw the 
other Arabs being brought from the first prison. They did not put them with me, 
they put them in the kitchen of tke jail. I thought they were going to bring them 
with me but they took me alone. They put me hi prison in Kabul and he was not 
transferred with me and remaiaed there for the rest of the time. 

Q: Is that person here? 

A: Yes ma'am. 

Q; So ultimately, he made his way here, just not with you? 

A: At the beginning he was in prison in Kandahar and I was in prison in Kabul. In 
about two to two and one half months he was given to the American forces. After 
him, about three months after the Taliban government fell, I was handed over to 
the American forces. 

Q: Pm assuming you know his story because you have spoken with him? 

A: Yes, I spoke with him, 

Q: Was it here that he revoked his story about you? 

A: He was actually in the TaUban prison when he confessed and the Arabs made him 
suffer. I was with Mm at one period of time in a detention facility and he told me 
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that he was ready to tell the complete truth to the interrogators ahoxit me. That is 
what happened and when my interrogator came, he wrote his testimony on a piece 
of paper and gave it to her. 

Q: Is this gentleman one of the people that you requested to be your witness? 



/\» 



Yes, 



Q: Did he agree to come to make a statement here today? 

A: Yes. That is what my Personal Representative told me. 

Q: You guys are OK and we are not going to have a problem with him being your 
witness, right? 

A: No ma'am. There is not going to be a problem. Even when we were in the 

detention facility I told him that I forgave him and I knew what they did to him. 
He was suffering just as I was. 

Tribunal President: Personal Representative do you have any other evidence or the 
Detainee have any previous approve witnesses to present to this Tribunal? 

Personal Representative: Yes ma'am. 1 am handing the Tribunal three Internet ne%ys 
articles previously marked as exhibits D-B through D-D. First news article is titled, 
"Arabs Arrested in Afghanistan Claim That They Are Working for the United States"; 
that is exhibit D-B. The second Internet article is titled, "Arabs Spy Unfolds US-Israel 
Intelligence Plan"; it is exhibit D-C. The final article is titled, "TaHban Tying US Citizen 
on Spying Charges; it is exhibit D-D. 

The Personal Representative hands exhibit D~B, D-C and D-D to the Tribunal 

The Tribunal took a short recess to allow the witness to be brought into the hearing 
room. 

The Tribunal President explained to the witness why he was there and asked him to 
verify his namen (Abdul Zahir) 

The witness was then sworn in using the Muslim oath. 

The Detainee has no questions for the witness. 

The Personal Representative questions the witness. 

Personal Representative; Do you know the Detainee as Islam? 
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Witness: Yes. 

Personal Representative: Where did you know Islam? 

Witness: I met Mm at a house in Kabul 

Personal Representative: Did Islam live there? 

Witness: A very short time I saw him there. 

Personal Representative: Did you know what Islam was doing during that time you knew 
him at this house? 

I Witness: I don't know exactly what he was doing there, but a few days ago someone was 

I telling me that I had to be a witaess for him, to say that you know that he was a Taliban 

prisoner. I can say that he was a Taliban prisoner. 

Personal Representative: When did you first hear that he became a Taliban prisoner? 

Witness: When I saw, at that time, for a very short time, that he disappeared, I heard that 
he became a Taliban prisoner. 

Personal Representative: Did you know or hear of any reason why the Tahban 
imprisoned him? 

Witness: I do not exactly know the reason but I heard that they said he was a spy. 

Personal Representative: Do you know if Islam participated in or supported any hostile 
activities or planning of any hostile activities? 

Witness: No. 

Tribunal Members' pBestions to the witness 

Q: How many times have you seen the Detainee? 

A: It's been a long time. I don*t know the exact time but only when I went to the 
guesthoxise I saw him there. 

Q: For how long of a time period had you seen him at the guesthouse? 

A: I saw him before at the guesthouse for a very short time but it has been a long 
time and I don*t exactly know how many times, but it was for a very short time. 

Q: Do you recall when it was^ that you saw him there? 
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A: I don't know exactly the time of that day or that month but the time was during 
Taliban. 

Q: Whose guesthouse was it? 

A: That guesthouse belonged to Abdul Habid Iraqi. 

Q: Was he apart of the Taliban? 

A: Yes. I think he was working for the Taliban. 

Q: What did the detainee do in Afghanistan to support himself? 

A; I don't know. 

Tribunal Members^ Questions to the Witness 

Q: Do you know why the Taliban thought the Detainee was a spy? 

A: I don't know but I just heard that 

Q; Have you ever seen the Detainee at the frontlines? 

A: I didn't go to the frontlines so I didn't see him. 

The Tribunal took a short recess to allow the witness to be removed and allow another 
witness to be brought into the hearing room. 

The Tribunal President explained to the witness why he was there and asked him to 
verify his name, (Abdui Akim Abdul Razzak Jenko) 

The witness was then sworn in using tiie Muslim oath. 

The Personal Representative questions the witness. 

Personal Representative: Do you know the Detainee as Islam? 
Witness: Yes. 

Personal Representative; Why did you say Islam was an American spy? 
Witness: Because of the torturing that I was receiving. 

Personal Representative: Why did you choose Islam versus someone else? 
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Witness: Because they pressured me and they told me to say that he was a spy. 

Personal Representative: Do you have any idea why they would want you to accuse him 
as a spy? 

Witness: Honestly^ I do not know why. 

Personal Representative: Where did you first meet Islam? 

Witness : I met hhn in a- guesthouse in Kabul. 

Personal Representative: How long did you know him? 

Witness: I sat with him twice and 1 sent him a letter so he could buy me shoes. They 
thought there was some type of relationship between us two. 

Personal Representative: Do you know why he was at the guesthouse? 

Witness: Every person goes there as a guest. It's like a hoteh 

Personal Representative: Do you know what Islam was doing at the time for the Taliban? 

Witness: Honestly, I do not have knowledge of that because I did not know him. 

Personal Representative: When were you in his presence for the first time? 

Witness: May 1,2000. 

Personal Representative: Did you hear if Islam participated in any fighting? 

Witness: Never, 

The Detainee questions the Witness. 

Detainee: We were arrested in the year of 2000. And later I was arrested. But my 
question to a brother Abdul Ahim (ph) is did he hear or see that I committed any 
hostilities, or fought anyone in Afghanistan? 

Witness: Never. 

Detainee: Was I in Afghanistan like the others or was I different from them? 
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Witness: Honestly, like I mentioned before, I do not know if he was a Taliban or al 
Qaida, I met him in one month in the year of 2000. I mentioned in my Tribunal of all the 
incident and stories that happened, I mentioned it before in my Tribunal. 

Tribunal Members' Questions to the Witness 

Q: When was the fust time that you informed anyone that you were pressured into 
stating that the Detainee was an American spy? 

A; When I first told someone in Afghanistan that he was a spy? 

Q; Yesj the very first time? 

A: January 15,2000; 

Detainee: May I ask a question? 

Tribunal President: Sure. 

Detainee: I don't thiok he understood your question. Maybe you meant when did he 
confess to me about the other Arabs that he told that I was a spy. 

Q: Yes. I was just trying to find out when he told either the Northern Alliance or the 
Americans that the accusations were false? 

A: I understand. The first time was, I think, after 18 days after they arrested me and 
they took me to the guesthouse and started to interrogate me and they started 
pushing me and touching me. At that time it was m January 2000. 

Q: OK, Just to make sure, I just w^anted to find out when you finally told the 
Americans or the Northern Alliance that what you said was false? 

A: Last time? 

Q: No the first time, 

A: The first time was when, I don't know exactly what date but I think it was in 
January 2000. 

Q: Obvioxisly you were tortured into saying the Detainee was an American spy but 
later after the fall of the Taliban, and the Northern Alliance took you out of the 
prison, did you tell anybody in flie Northern Alliance or the Americans that the 
Detainee was not a spy? 



A: Yes I did. 
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Q; When did you first tell them? 

A: I told the military intelligence in Afghanistan in the detention camp in Kandahar. 

Detainee: I have a question if you will allow me, 

Tribunal President: Yes, go ahead please. 

Detainee: Ma'am can you ask him about the paper that he wrote and the statement that 
he gave to them? 

Tribunal President: The Detainee indicated that here you wrote a paper basically 
exonerating him? 

Witness: What I wrote here about the Detainee? 

Tribunal President: Yes. 

Witness: Yes I wrote a paper to his intenogator and his interrogator took it to his file. 

Tribunal President's Questions to the Witness 

Q: I just have one question for you. When you were being tortured and they told you 
to implicate him did they give you any indication as to why; they didn't like him 
or ^^y did they wanted him? 

A: I beheve because he was there and the best guy between them. He was a good 
man. They didn't like him because he was different from those people. They 
were evil people and nobody could live with them. So when they say mess with a 
poor guy like him and when I got to the guesthouse, nobody would help me or 
come to me but this guy becaxise I spoke'my K*urdish language and he was 
merciful on me. I had no money, I had no friends and he helped me and I got 
close to him. We had a relationship with each other. 

The Tribunal took a short recess to allow the Detainee to be removed fiom the hearing 
venua, 

The Tribunal President confirmed that the Personal Representative had no further 
evidence to present and thai the Detainee had no additional previously approved 
witnesses to present to the Tribunal and closed the open session. 

The Tribunal President explained the remainder of the Tribunal process to the 
Detainee and thanked the Detainee for his courteous participation. 
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The Tribunal President adjourned the open unclassified session. 

AUTHENTICATION 

I certify the material contained hx ihh transcript i$ a true and accurate summary of the 
testimony given during the proceedings. 




Colonel, U.S. Army 

Tribunal President 
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Copyright 2001 The Atlanta Constitution 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

December 1 L 2001 Tuesday^ Home Edition 

SECTION: News; Pg. 3A 

LENGTH: 436 words 

HEADLINE: Taliban retreat leads to prisoners' release 

BYLINE: TASGOLA KARLA BRUNER 

SOURCE: AJC 

BODY: 

Kandaliar, Afghanistan — Sadiq Turkistani of Saudi Arabia was imprisoned almost four 
years for trying to kill Osama bin Laden. Jamal al-Harith of England spent two months in 
jail on spying charges. Abdul Sabar of Afghanistan served 15 months on what he says 
were trumped-up robbery charges. 

Under the TaUban's justice system, these men were languishing in Kandahar's Sargassa 
Jail with no hope for release. 

But now that the Taliban has left their southern stronghold, those who were enemies are 
friends. 

On Monday, the men were released along with 1,500 other inmates by the incoming 
Pashtun-led government of Hamid Karzai and reinstated Kandahar govemor Gul Agha. 
Many of the men had been imprisoned for fighthag the Taliban during the civil war. Some 
of them were caught up in politics and the harsh application of Taliban law. The Taliban 
abandoned Kandahar on Friday, ending the last renmant of the movement's rule in 
Afghanistan. 

When the tearful prisoners were released, they emerged with dazed looks. Some yelled, 
"God is great!" 

Abdul Sabar took out a crumpled photo of his two babies in the capital, Kabul, and cried, 

"I haven't seen my family. They don't know where I am. I don't know how they are. They 
probably think I'm dead," he said, wiping tears with his shawl. 

He said he was a land mine-removal worker for the United Nations when thieves took 
some money he was transporting for the organization. When he went to report the robber}^ 
15 months ago, the Taliban accused him of taking the money. 

Saeed Kabir said he was fighting with the Northem Alliance against the Taliban when he 
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was captured two years ago. He came out of prison with his fist in the air. 

"They destroyed our country! They destroyed our Islam!" he shouted. 'They don't care 
about anyone. They put everyone in jail whether they fought against them or not." 

The prisoners said they lived on a ration of tw^o pieces of bread a day, but more recently 
that had been reduced to one piece. They slept on the floor and were often beaten, they 
said. 

Jamal al-Harith of Manchester, England, said he was arrested two months ago and 
accused of spying. He was in Quetta, Pakistan, when the U.S. bombing began Oct. 7. He 
tried to cross Afghanistan to reach hran when the Taliban arrested him. 

He said he was kept in a dark room for two weeks and wasn't allowed to do anything but 
use the toilet. The Taliban took his passport, documents and money. 

"We don't have anything. We have no money. There's not even a bus system to take a bus 
out of here," he said. "The Taliban brought me here and forgot about me." 

LOAD-DATE: December 11, 2001 
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spirUual leader, MuTlair Muli 
mad Omar. But it was allowed to 
resume, on. the writers' terms: the 
tetter was never published, and 
they were promised, freedom from 
government interference; 

To produce a first issue, the asso- 
ciation coilected money from its 
300 members, and inveigled more 
from doctors, engineers and the 
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human figyre. But it did publish 
satire. This week, Mr. Siamak read 
a sample of his work, in this case 
mocking the tendency of Iranian 
radio,; which can be heard here, to 
completely contradict itself with- ■ 
out missing a beat: , 

''First broadcast: Mullah Omar 
is dead. 
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Professor Rahyab has. three 
daughters ~ one a budding short 
story. writer, the second an aspiring 
journalist, the third a confident 12- 
year-old r- which he said might 
have subconsciously ; motivated 
him to teach women in, secret. 

He said he believed in the power 
of literature,: even , in .a society 



i was discarded everywhere, the 

poetic whisper in my soul 

died. 
Do not search for the meaning of 

joyinme, all the joy in my 

heart died, 
Ifyouare.lookingfor stars in my 

eyes, that is a tale that does 

notexist 



KANDAHAR 

IntrmtesLe^ 
mf-AreiFreeybut 

By ERIK ECiCHOLM 

KAI^DAHAR» Af^anistan, Dec. 15 
— Flvefdfeign men who weire im- 
prisoned by the Taliban on poUtica! 
charges are in an anxious limbo 

; here, with officials InsistUiJg: they 
slay in the city prison for their own 
protection until some outside ag;ency 
agrees to spirit them out of; the coiin- 

! try. 

The men's histories are murky — 

^ they refuse to discuss how long they 
have been in prison or why, arid sdine 

I are vague about their natipaaHties. 

^ Still, the newly installed prison off 1- 

j ■ cials'plan to grant tliem their free- 
dom on the theory that if they were 
political prisoners, they were not 

I supporters of the ousted Taliban. 

But the officials say they are 
afraid to let the men leave on their 
own, and the men are afraid to<walk 
out. This is because they could easily 
be confused, based on their faces and 
language, with the thousands of out- 
siders who came to aid the Taliban 
or to train with Osama bin Laden's 
Al Qaeda. Many Afghans hate the 
foreign fighters, blaming them for 
stoking radicalism and bringing dis- 
aster on their country. 

"We want to release these men, 
but for their security we are requlr- 

J ing them to stay here as guests," 
said Hajisali Muhammad, the new 
warden q{ \he Kandahar Central 

' Prison, where the five were moved 
this week from the now-empty prison 













DO NOT FORGET THE NEEDIEST! 



for politicai crimes. !. \ .^ :> '.''■': 

"We brought, them; here, to. save v 
them/* Mn Miihamniad sa^, irislde;^ 
the prison cpiirtyaird Where the five^ 
are living ■: "If' they ^walk ; iiitp ; the ':■; 
bazaar, tie peojpie; will th 
from Al Qaeda aiid Will kill them.*^ • - • 

The meri,yfar^ from grateful, ^ai-e;: 
bitter and desperate^.iThey^^'l^ 
their new captprs for; fa^^^ 
range their exit /and they, :^^ 
wheninteniational-.ageiicies ^ .nipst' 
of. which have not yet; return^vto; 
Kandahar since the fighting endued >^: 
will come to their aid. . - ■ ■ 

*' We won't talk andwe, don't waixt 
your helpi": snaried- one mzin, who 
described himself as Syrian. . ^ 

'*W6 just need the Red Cross or the 
United Nations to come take us out of 
here. Otherwise^ I'm going; to kill 
myself, and then another one of us 
will kill himself every day after 
that." 

The group includes a man of Arab 
descent who says he is British, a tali 
blond, man who says he is Russian, 
the man who callpyhimself Syrian but 
is suspected of being Russian or Che- 
chen, a man who says he is from the 
United Arab Emirates and a. man 
with East Asian features who said, 
with a grin that did .not inspire confi- 
dence, that he is Sajudl Afabian; <-,. 

AH the men speafe; Arabfc und ■ 
some also speak English. It is^ nafi 
clear why they are so unwilling to 
divulge their backgrounds. 

When anti-Taliban militias occu- 
ysied Kandahar last weekend they 




A rhan who says'he is a British citizen was one of five foreign men jailed 
by thcTalitfan. The men are waiting for safe passage out pf the country. 



discovered moire than 1,800 prisoners . 
in the notorious prison for, "political 
crirnes.". They quickly released all 
the Afghans jihsidd, but 22 foreign 
prisoners required further thought. 

On Wednesday i 17' foreigper^' all; 
Pakistanis or Iranians' Who vcbuld 
blend in and make their way home, 
were let go. The remaining five, 
whose foreign languages, and in 
some cases appearances, 'left them 
••vulnerable to lynching, were trans- 
ferred to this wing of the prison. 

Officiais found no records when 
they entered the prison, said Mr. 
Muhamniad, and he did not know 
why these five men had been jailed, 
"We just received them as an inher- 
itance,'* he said. "We're convinced 
that they are not murderers and we 
Just want to release them." 

in their agitation, some of the men 



jumped frona hostility to laughter, 
raising doubts about the seriousness 
of their suicide, threat. One, the man 
who said he was a British citiien; sat 
in his rponi reading the KoraiiWith- 
ouMookUig up at visitor^. . . 
, "We've asked for help a hundred 
times and nobody has come,", said 
the. man. who claimed to be Saudi 
Arabian, 

The warden said he hoped that the 
International Committee for the Red 
Cross could repatriate the men to 
their homelands. 

But the Red Cross offices closed 
for the weekend on Friday and the 
senior local official was in Pakistan 
for end of Ramadan. A guard at the 
office here said tliat the director, 
who had evacuated the city during 
recent fighting, was expected to re- 
turn within the next few days. 
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Copyright 2001 Associated Press 

All Rights Reserved 

Associated Press Online 

December 17, 2001 Monday 

SECTION: INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

LENGTH: 671 words 

HEADLINE: Fewer Inmates in Kandahar Prison 

BYLINE: CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA; Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 

BODY: 

For years, thousands of political prisoners and common criminals languished behind the 
hish walls and barbed wire of Kandahar Central Jail. 

Soon after the Taliban fled their last stronghold 10 days ago, their tribal foes threw open 
the gates, and 2,500 inmates walked free. Many belonged to the anti-Taliban northern 
alliance and had been brought from Kabul, Herat and other cities all over Afghanistan. 
Others were petty thieves. 

Now there are twice as many guards as the 60 inmates left behind, and the captors have a 
relaxed approach to their job. On Sunday, some gathered around a large bamboo pipe 
with a ceramic base to inhale huge clouds of hashish smoke, an activity banned by the 
Taliban. 

The new warden is anti-Taliban activist Saleh Jan, a former fighter against the Soviets 
who spent three months in the prison during the Islamic militia's rule. 

He was appointed by Qui Agha, the former governor of Kandahar province, who got his 
old job back after taking up arms against the Taliban and advancing with the help of U.S. 
bombing. 



L^, 



In a guard tower overlooking two armored personnel carriers at the prison entrance, Jan 
said he had not taken charge of any new inmates since the Taliban fled the city. 

"Institutions haven't been set up. The justice system isn't working yet. They're still 
appointing officials," he said. He sat on a carpet surrounded by robed prison staff. A pile 
of rocket-propelled grenades was stacked in one comer. 

Most of the remaining inmates are convicted murderers vAxo have been forgiven by the 
their victims' families, which once was enough to gain clemency, Jan said. 
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But they are still serving five- or 10-year sentences imposed by the Taliban. Perhaps 
Afghanistan's new government will free them, he said. 

In one of the eight cellblocks sit five mysterious prisoners - a British Muslim, two Saudis, 
a Syrian Kurd and a Russian. The Briton was silent, but the others vigorously denied any 
links to the al-Qaida network of Osama bin Laden, chief suspect in the Sept. 1 1 terrorist 
attacKs. 

Thousands of Arabs and Muslims from other parts of the world fought alongside the 
Taliban in what they called a jihad, or holy war. But many were killed in U.S. bombing or 
captured by Afghan forces opposed to the Taliban. 

Inmate Abdul Hakim, a Saudi national, said he was on a carpet-buying trip to the Afghan 
town of Spinboldak, on the border with Pakistan, when unidentified assailants mugged 
and tortured him, accused him of plotting to kill bin Laden and brought him to the 
Kandahar jail four months ago. 

"Osama is the great Satan, the new Hitler of this time," Hakim said in English in his 
cellblock courtyard. "I don't have anything to do with that stupid guy." 

Another Saudi said he fled his country after being jailed there for theft and ended up in 
Afghanistan, where the Taliban jailed him at least four years ago on charges of spying. 

Indifferent to dozens of flies buzzing around a nearby plate of oranges and pomegranates, 
Abdul Rahim of Syria said he had been in Taliban custody for two years on charges of 
spying for Israel and the United States. 

"The Afghans don't trust us," he said. 

A blue-eyed Russian prisoner, Irat Wahitov, told a convoluted story about fleeing 
persecution in Russia and trying to travel to Turkey through Afghanistan. He was picked 
up by the Taliban, he said, and accused of being a KGB spy. 

Jan, the warden, confraned that the foreign prisoners had been jailed under the Taliban 
but said he had been unable to determine whether their stories were true. Red Cross staff 
have visited the inmates to take their names and other details. 

"They're no longer prisoners. They're our guests," Jan said, "If the Red Cross comes to 
pick them up, well hand them over." 

In a measure of lax jail regulations, several reporters were allowed to enter the cellblock 
and sit alone with the foreign prisoners. But the visitors had to wait an hour to get in; the 
official with the cellblock keys was running an errand in the bazaar. 
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Five foreigners still languishing in a Kandahar jail bear the scars of being imprisoned in 
the Afghanistan of the Taliban. Accused of being spies, they were imprisoned, beaten and 
tortured. 

Now the Taliban have gone, driven out by relentless US bombardments, the five remain 
in prison, free but without the passports or money to go anywhere, waiting for someone to 
help them leave the country. 

While their stories are difficult to confirm, they appear convincing. The marks of 
maltreatment are visible, and the new authorities of Kandahar have nothing against them. 

A Tatar from Russia, a Kurd from Syria, a Saudi Arabian, a Briton and an Uighur from 
China. Their origins are as varied as the motives which led them to Afghanistan. 

The five were arrested in various parts of the country and taken to a prison in southeastern 
Kandahar when it was still the stronghold of the Taliban and suspected terror mastermind 
Osama bin Laden. 

A}T:at Vahitov, 24, an activist for the rights of Tatars, said he left Russia in December 
1999 after running into trouble with the authorities. 

"A KGB colonel came to see me and proposed that I work for them. I refiised," he told 
AFP. 

Deprived of a passport, he said he and a Tajik friend decided to sneak to Turkey, passing 
through Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Iran. 

In Februar}^' 2000 they were stopped by the Taliban in the northem Afghan province of 
Kunduz and handed over to Arab members of bin Laden's al-Qaeda terrorist network, 
who transferred them to an underground prison in Kabul. 
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"For two days I was beaten and kicked in the back until I agreed that I was a KGB 
agent/' Vahitov said. "They killed my friend lakoub. They beat him so much, saying he 
was KGB, then they cut his throat in front of me. 

"I was locked up there for seven months. Twice a week they would beat me all night. For 
eight days they hung me from the ceiling by my arms and struck me with electric cables. 

"After that they said to me 'you are going to Kandahar. (Taliban supreme leader 
Mohammad) Omar has sentenced you to death'." 

Vahitov said he was held "under terrible conditions" in Kandahar until the American 
bombardments forced the Taliban to flee. 

"Now, I am unable to go Russia and I caimot remain here, I have no passport, no money, 
nothing. I want to be a political refugee in any country which will accept me." 

Abdul-Rahim Abdul-Razak AI-Gango, a 26-year-old Kurd, said he fled Syria for the 
United Arab Emirates to avoid military service. 

When his visa expired, and not wanting to deported back to Syria, he passed himself off 
as an Afghan to be sent to Afghanistan. 

He was arrested in eastern Jalalabad where he was accused of being a spy and taken to 
Kabul and beaten for three months before being sent to the prison in Kandahar. 

"Now we are free, but where can we go," Al-Gango said, adding he was prepared to 
retum to Syria if he could be given a guarantee he would not be jailed there. 

Abdul Hakim Bukhari, 48, a Saudi, said he was in the Pakistan city of Karachi for an eye 
operation when he crossed the border to buy carpets in Afghanistan where he was arrested 
in Spin Boldak, near the southeastern border, and accused of being a spy. 

"They put me into an underground jail, with no food nor drink at all for three days. Then, 
for 20 days, they beat me three times every day, two hours each time. And they kept 
asking me 'Why did you come? Who sent you'?" 

Jamal Al-Harith, a 36-year-old British national who converted to Islam, said he was 
stopped near Kandahar early in October 2001 while travelling by road from Pakistan to 
Iran. 

"I was beaten for three days by the Taliban, but I was lucky enough not to be captured by 
al-Qaeda." 

Sadiq Ahmad Tiirkestani, 28, an Uighur with residency status in Saudi Arabia where his 
parents now live, was sentenced to prison for robbery and then expelled to Afghanistan in 
1996. 
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Catherine Philp 

* Kandahai' 

AS the rusty prison gates were flung open, the prisoners trooped out, bhnking in the 
sunlight. Nearly 2000 men, all of them jailed for their opposition to the Taliban regime. 
As they dispersed into the courtyard, a small group lingered nervously behind, unsure 
where to go. Their liberators stared in astonishment. "These are not Afghans," one 
whispered. "What are they doing here?" 

When Kandahar's new rulers came to free the political prisoners they never expected to 
find foreigners in their midst. The Taliban was known for its foreign volunteers but little 
was ever heard of foreigners working for the opposition. Now-, before the authorities can 
work out what to do with them, they must first solve the mystery of where they came 
from and what they were doing in Afghanistan. 

The prisoners themselves are not helping much. "I am from Saudi Arabia," one beaming 
man with distinctly Oriental features announced. He then embarked on a Byzantine tale of 
how he ended up in Kandahar jail, beginning with a carpet-shopping trip just over the 
Pakistan border and ending with capture and torture by the Taliban. 

Another, speaking faltering English, said he was a Syrian Kurd. "And he is from 
Manchester," he added, pointing to a slender black man trying to tune his radio to the 
BBC World Service. The man sat in silence, ignoring all questions. "His name is Jamal 
Udin, he is my friend," said the Kurd. "But he doesn't speak. He was mentally tortured by 
the Taliban." 

None of the prisoners will admit to fighting for the Northem Alliance. All say they were 
captured and accused of spying by the Taliban and tortured to try and make them confess. 

frat, 24, said he had fled his native Tartastan two years after fleeing persecution in Russia 
because of his support for the Chechen rebels. He claimed to be making his way to 
Turkey when he was caught by the Taliban in Kunduz. 
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"They tied me up by my hands for eight days to try and make me confess," he said. "I was beaten 
up and lost a lot of blood." 

The prison authorities are perplexed. "They are telling everyone different stories," Haji Salim 
Mohammed, the new governor, said with a deep sigh, "All we know is that they must have been 
political prisoners because we found them with the others who were jailed by the Taliban." 

Red Cross workers are trying to piece together the prisoners' stories so they can contact their 
embassies and arrange for them to be taken home. "We set all the Northern Alliance prisoners 
free but we cannot free these people for security reasons until we know where they are going," 
Mr Mohammed said. "People hate the foreigners who fought for the Taliban and they may think 
these are the same people." 

Despite the governor's pleas, six Ixanian prisoners left under their own steam. "They said they had 
been here long enough and it was time to go home. I cannot blame them," he said. "I was a 
prisoner here myself under the Taliban. I know what they have suffered." 

With the jail all but empty, the five remaining foreigners are enjoying their new accommodation 
in concrete rooms arranged round a courtyard, a liberal regime compared with the medieval brick 
dungeons in which they were kept by the Taliban. 

"I don't want to go back to Russia because they will put me in jail again," Irat said. "I want to go 
to Turkey and ask for asylum." 

The 1 800 Afghan political prisoners just released are already on their way home. Mr Mohammed 
also ordered the release of 300 children xmder the age of 15 jailed by the Taliban. 

The youngest, aged 10, was sentenced to three years for smoking hashish. Adults jailed for so- 
called Taliban offences, ranging from shaving to watching television, were also ordered to be 
freed. But those who committed crimes such as murder and theft, remained in jail. 

"They are guilty so they must stay," Mr Mohammed said. "But there will be no executions." 
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Abdullah was a handsome young man, simple in dress with a strong jaw he had barely 
started to shave. His only character flaw, his friends and family remember, was that he 
had little respect for authority. 

The Taliban arrested the 23-year-old on Nov. 28, a week before the militia abandoned 
Kandahar, and accused him of being a spy for the United States. Taliban fighters and their 
foreign supporters interrogated him and beat him to death. That evening, they hanged his 
corpse from a large metal tripod and put the structure in Kandahar's main crossing, 
MartyT's Square. It stayed there for almost a day. 

Abdullah's crime, according to a Kandahar radio report at the time, was that he was found 
with a satellite phone. That phone, authorities said, indicated that he was working as a 
spotter for U.S. warplanes seeking targets in what was then the Taliban's spiritual 
stronghold. 

Abdullah was the last man known to be executed by a movement that is now in tatters. A 
look into the circumstances surroundkig his death — and into the imprisonment and 
treatment of other alleged spies - illustrates the extent to which foreigners controlled the 
Taliban security services and the use of gruesome torture as an everyday practice. 

Abdullah was hanged as a warning to the extensive network of Afghans who were 
working in Kandahar to xmseat the Taliban authorities. Tramed in Pakistan to use satellite 
phones, team members working alone took enormous risks and provided crucial help in a 
war that forced the Taliban from power. 

But family members and other people here say Abdullah was in fact innocent of the 
espionage charges. By their account, his main crimes were insulting Arab members of the 
al Qaeda network in Kandahar and being from a family known to oppose the Taliban. 
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The brutality with which Abdullah was executed backfired on the Taliban, only helping to 
strengthen titie resolve of target spotters, people here say. "When we heard about his 
death, it just made us more committed to getting rid of this government because this boy 
wasn't doing anything/' said Abdul Ali, who worked as a spotter. "I said it was really time 
to finish this cruelty. I decided to work harder." 

Ali, who was recently appointed manager of the radio and TV operations in Kandahar, 
said he was trained to use a satellite phone at the house in Quetta, Pakistan, of Hamid 
Karzai, the head of the interim Afghan government that will take power on Saturday. 
Women smuggled satellite phones into Kandahar under their burqas, the flowing head-to- 
toe veils that the Taliban forced them to wear. 

Ali said that under rules laid down by his trainers, whom he described as Americans, he 
was not to call from the same place twice. He was asked to casually assess bomb damage 
after he called in a strike. And he was not told the identities of the other spotters, so that 
he could not hand over useful intelligence if captui-ed. 

But "I did find out about Abdullah," he said. 'T am sure that he was not involved." 

Abdullah's problems began, according to friends and family, when he and his uncle and 
father, former commanders in the fight against the Soviet occupation, moved into a 
Kandahar neighborhood called Haji Arab. It was inhabited by the Taliban and the mostly 
Arab force that controlled the country's security services. 

"Abdullah would say things against the Arabs, that they were foreigners in Afghanistan, 
that they were hurting the country, that they should leave," said Amir Rabbani, a neighbor 
and friend. "The Arabs would hsten and stare at him. They were not happy." 

Several days before he was arrested, Abdullah got into a fight with an Arab gunman who 
threatened to kill him, said a family member who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because of fears of retribution. 

"Abdullah walked by an Arab house where the U.S. had bombed and killed Arab 
fighters," the relative said. "He said out loud that he was happy. The Arab almost killed 
him there." 

On Nov. 28, Taliban fighters and Arabs came to Abdullah's house, the relative said. 
Sources close to the Taliban said they beat him to death that night. Later the relative saw 
Abdullah's corpse hanging in Martyr's Square. 

Former Taliban security officials said Abdullah was interrogated by, among others, Sa>^ 
al-Adl an Egyptian member of the al Qaeda netw^ork who is wanted in Egypt on 
terrorism-related charges. Al-Adl's name also surfaced in interviews with four foreigners 
who had been incarcerated in Kandahar's prison during the Taliban's reign. 

The men - a Russian, a Syrian, a Saudi and a Saudi-bom stateless man - said al-Adl and 
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Muhammad Atef, a close aide of bin Laden's killed in U.S. bombings in November, had 
interrogated them and authorized their torture. 



to' 



The Russian, Axat Nasemovich Bakhitov, 24. said he had been suspended j&om a ceiling 
by his wrists for eight days during interrogation. 

He was sentenced as a spy in February 2000 after he was found traveling on a fake Tajik 
passport. Bakhitov said he had fled Russia because, at the time, he had been active in a 
campaign to gain more rights for his native Tatarstan, a semiautonomous region with a 
majority Muslim population. 

He said that before the Taliban officials took him to Kandahar, they held him in solitary 
confinement in Kabul for months. His only clothing was a shalwar kameez, the knee- 
length tunic and pantaloons worn by men in these parts. "I did not see the sun for a half a 
year," he said. "I ate only bread and washed my face with ice." 

hi Kabul and in Kandahar, he said, Taliban lighters and their foreign supporters, most of 
them Arab, would come to his room to torture him. They would gather his arms around 
his folded knees, tie them together and then run a stake through the hole created by the 
crook of his elbow and the back of his knees. 

"They would lift me up in the air and just beat me," he said. "I knew if I admitted I was a 
spy they would kill me." 

"What I wanted to do most at that time was die," he said. "Nothing else. Now if s over and 
I thank God. But I can't beheve I am alive." 

After the Tahban fell, Bakhitov and other foreigners accused of espionage were released. 
They are still living in a fly-infested compound at the Kandahar Central Jail because they 
have no place to go. 

He recently called his mother and spoke with her for the first time since his arrest. 

"The first thing she asked was whether I was fasting," he said, referring to the holy month 
of Ramadan during which Muslims traditionally fast during daylight hours. "We haven't 
talked in years and she asks me if I am fasting. I love her but she's crazy." 

One of his cellmates, Sadiq Ahmed Turkestani, the Saudi-bom stateless man, said he also 
was interrogated by al-Adl in Khost, a city in Paktia province where the al Qaeda network 
operated several training camps and where many of the families of foreign fighters lived. 

Turkestani, whose family was originally from Xinjiang, China, said he traveled to Khost 
in early 1997 with an haqi friend because they wanted to smuggle electronics equipment. 
The Taliban arrested them there and accused them of spying. The Lraqi, he said, was 
killed when an Arab hit him below the ear with a rifle butt. 

"The Taliban took me and handed me over to the Arabs," he said. "They took me to a 
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camp. The Arabs said, 'If you tell us the truth, we will help you.' Their first question was, 
'What's your rank? What's your real name? And what about weapons training?' " 

"I said, 'I don't know what you're talking about,' so they brought a funnel and put it tightly 
over my neck and began to fill it up with very cold water, like I was going to drown," he 
said. 

Beatings continued for almost a year, he said, and al-Adl was present on numerous 
occasions. La 1998, Turkestani was transferred to the Kandahar jail. Beating continued 
there, he said. 

The jail has five wings. Three of them were dedicated to political prisoners, an indication 
of the repressive nature of Taliban rule. Prisoners starved to death, Turkestani said, 
especially those in the political wings. 

Salay Mohammed, the new warden of the Kandahar Central Jail, confirmed that the 
Taliban and their foreign backers tortured people regularly. He has direct knowledge — he 
was a prisoner of the Taliban for 25 days. 

He said the old warden, Wali Jan, had, like many other senior Taliban officials, 
disappeared when the militia gave up the city. 

Mohammed was instrumental in the recent release of L800 political prisoners fi-om the 
jail. "It was one of the happiest days of my life to see those men leave the jail with their 
smiling faces," he said. 

"We were happy, too," said Bakhitov, the Russian. "Everybody was doing their tradition 
dances. Me? I don't know those dances so I did hip-hop and — how you say? — break 
dance?" 
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IN a dingy prison cell in the southern Afghan city of Kandahar, a British man squats on a 
filthy prayer mat, rocking back and forth as he reads intently from his Koran. 

The 3 3 -year-old web designer from Manchester, who calls himself Jamal Udeen, 
languished for two months in Taliban captivity after the lorry in which he was travelling 
was commandeered at gunpoint near the Pakistan- Afghanistan border. 

Now, officially a free man after being released by the nation's new leadership, he has been 
transferred to the jail's "guest house" - a padlocked compound where delinquent children 
were once incarcerated - while the British authorities in Kabul arrange for his return 
home. 

A Muslim convert of eight years, he is of apparent African extraction and speaks with a 
northern accent. He arrived in Pakistan in late September, shortly before America 
launched its bombing campaign. He travelled to the frontier town of Quetta - "just 
following my Footprint to Pakistan guidebook" - but was warned by local Pathans to 
leave the area as impending air strikes would make any Briton a target for hatred. 

He says he paid 4,000 rupees, aroxmd pounds 47, to a lorry driver for the trip through Iran 
to Turkey, a journey he made in reverse five years earlier when he spent a month in 
Pakistan with an Islamic organisation. 

"I had always wanted to go back, because I was treated very kindly in the villages," he 
said. "But when they told me I should leave, I decided to head for Turkey." 

Less than two days into the joumey, the lorry was seized by five men, three of them 
armed. "I don't know if they were Taliban or just rebels, but they ordered me out of the 
truck and into their jeep. They said I had tried to enter Afghanistan illegally. 

"They took all my stuff- my rucksack, passport, money, ever}1:hing. When they saw my 
British passport, they accused me of being a spy. They said my clockwork radio was a 
tool to call down bombs from American planes. 
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"We drove for two days until we reached this place. I was put in jail without a trial, and 
beaten for three days. But that's normal here. From what I hear, I got off lucky - the guy 
two cells down from me died from a beating." 

For much of his confinement he shared a 12ft by 15ft cell with 27 other inmates. Prison 
food came in the shape of naan bread and water. 

"The Koran was what saved me," he said. "I used it as a bit of a trick, to get the guards off 
my back. When anyone came to my room, I would pick up the Koran and begin reading 
it. They are all Muslims, so they respected that." 

Jamal Udeen, who admitted that he once harboured "good thoughts" about the Taliban, 
said he felt immense relief over the regime's downfall. "There was a rumour that they 
would kill all the foreigners before leaving. But I am still alive, and that's all that 
matters." 

He said he knew nothing of al-Qa'eda other than what he had read in newspapers or on 
the intemet, but was prepared for suspicion - and official scrutiny - over his motivation 
for travelling in the region. "That doesn't bother me. As long as I can get out of here and 
to the British embassy, I don't have any problems. I haven't committed any crime." 

Jamal Udeen and five other foreign prisoners, from Russia, Turkmenistan, Syria, Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, remain in the prison compound while the International Conomittee of the 
Red Cross alerts the respective embassies to their predicament. 

Ayrat Vahitov, a Russian also accused of spying, has been in prison for two years, half of 
it in solitary confinement. His arms are heavily scarred from being strung up by chains 
from the ceiling for three days. 

The new administration has already freed 1,600 prisoners of the Taliban, and others are 
due for release within days. Mahmood, 25, a bicycle thief, hopes he will be one of them. 
He has spent six months in captivity after being punished by having his left leg cut off in 
the Kandahar stadium. 
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"Taleban warrior? No, I'm a lost backpacker" 

February 04, 2002 

The Times 

Tim Reid meets a mystery Briton 

I HAVE met Jamal Udeen four times in the past fortnight. Although his story that he was 
a British traveller caught in the wrong place at the wrong time is highly suspicious, I have 
never been able to quite fathom him. 

As seen yesterday, neither can the FBI, which has been interrogating him for 1 1 days at 
the US military base at Kandahar airport. 

A source within the base, from where al-Qaeda and Taleban suspects are being flown to 
Camp X"Ray at Cuba's Guantanamo Bay, said yesterday that he is being held separately 
from the 300 other detainees because the FBI cannot work out if he is al-Qaeda, Taleban, 
misguided foot-soldier or simply a stray British tourist. 

His tale is one of the more bizarre stories to emerge from the wreckage of post-Taleban 
Kandahar in early December. A few days after Mullah Omar and the Taleban fled the 
city, 2,500 prisoners of the Taleban were set free from the city's jaiL Five, however, 
remained: Jamal Udeen - the name on his British passport is in fact Jamal al-Harith - plus 
a Russian from Tartarstan, two Saudi Arabians and a Syrian Kurd. 

Being non- Afghans, with no money and no passports, they were unable to go anywhere. 
So this bizarre group stayed living in the otherwise empty jail as "guests" of the new 
Kandahar government. 

When I arrived in Kandahar in early January, they were still there, nearly six weeks after 
they had been officially released. Jamal kept himself aloof from the other four, sleeping 
alone in his own cell, and reftising at first to talk to me. After I bought him some 
antiseptic cream and a cheap shortwave radio, he changed completely. 

Speaking in a broad Mancunian accent he stopped reading his Arabic copy of the Koran - 
he said that he had been teaching himself Arabic for more than a year - and was happy to 
talk. 

He was desperate to return home, he said. He said that he was a website designer, that his 
date of birth was November 20, 1966, and that he had been travelling in northern Pakistan 
in September, retracing a joumey he made to Iran in 1993. He paid 4,000 rupees (£66) to 
a lorry driver who agreed to take him to Iran and Turkey. After a day and a half, he says, 
they were stopped by three Taleban soldiers. When they saw his British passport, "it all 
turned to hell". 

He was stripped of everything, beaten for three days, and eventually put in Kandahar jail 
in October with 250 other "political" prisoners. 
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He agreed that he had converted to Islam in 1992, changing his birth name, and thinking 
the Taleban were "pretty good news" when he first arrived in the region. ''But first-hand 
experience is different," he said. 

I told him that his story and his reasons for being in Afghanistan in September were 
extremely fishy, and few at home would believe him. He said: "If I came here to fight, I 
wouldn't have been thrown in prison. I travel all the time. That's all I was doing." He said 
that his sister had contacted the Foreign Office in London on December 14 to alert it to 
his plight, a fact confirmed by the British Embassy in Kabul when I telephoned it after my 
first meeting with him. The embassy said that it had his name and was working towards 
his release. He seemed pleased with that. 

The International Red Cross office next to the jail had also offered him the use of its 
satellite telephone so that he could ring Kabul, and home. When I returned four days later, 
he was still sitting in his cell, reading Arabic, and had not telephoned. At times he seemed 
happy where he was. 

His story was certainly suspicious. But I find it hard to believe that he was al-Qaeda, or 
had ever been to a terrorist training camp. Twelve days ago I was told that he was about 
to be flown to Kabul for a consulate interview. 

What was extraordinary was that after nearly three months, not one of these men had 
received one visit from any official, American, British or Afghan. Meanwhile, the other 
four "prisoners" were desperate to be interviewed by the FBI. After repeated requests, 
passed on by joumalists, they got their wish 12 days ago, when three federal agents 
arrived at the jail. Now all five face being sent to Cuba. 

"The bizarre thing is," the US source said, "they are now extremely cheerful They think 
this is a good thing. We are not sure what to make of them." 
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Vincent Cassard 

<vcassard.gva@icrc.org> jo Steve Sady <Steve__Sady@fd.org> 

08/22/2005 03:02 AM cc 



Subject Our Ref - OP_PROT„GLOB/GVA05E190 : abdu! rahim abdul 
razzak al janko(;Your ref:Steve Sady <Steve„Sady 
17.07.2006 21:17:38) 



Dear Mr. Sady, 

Thank you for your message regarding Mr. Al Janko. 

The ICRC is following closely the situation of persons held in 
Guantanamo and in particular, regularly meets with Mr. Al Janko. The 
ICRC is well aware of his situation and past detention in Afghanistan. 
Over the last 12 months, the ICRC conducted 8 visits to Guantanamo Bay: 
ICRC delegates held conversations in private (without the presence of a 
guard) with detainees who v/ished to and also facilitated contacts 
between detainees and their family trough the exchange of Red Cross 
Messages . 

In DecemJoer 2001, most persons form.erly detained by the Taliban 
authorities in Kandahar were release and the ICRC provided them with a 
financial assistance to return to their home . 

In accordance with its working modalities and procedures, the ICRC 
exclusively reports to the detaining authorities . These reports remain 
confidential. This applies to all information collected by ICRC 
delegates in the course of detention visits, including details on the 
situation of individuals . 

In viev/ of the above, 'we are confident that you will understand that we 
are not in a position to provide you with details on the situation of 
Mr . Al Janko, even though Mr. Al Janko signed a "release of 
inf orm.ation" . 

We copied this m^essage to Mr. Ahmed Rashid who contacted us on your 
behalf . 

Sincerely yours, 

Vincent Cassard 

Central Tracing Agency and Protection Division 

International Committee of the Red Cross 
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Attorney General Ashcroft Transcript 
News Conference with FBI Director Mueller Regarding Terrorist Tapes 

Thur s day , January 17, 2002 
DOJ Conference Center 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Thank you for coming this afternoon. 

Since Septexaber 11th, it has been the effort of this adiri.inistration 
to have an integrated effort of coipbining resources, not only military, 
not only intelligence, not only investigational/ but resources V7ith 
foreign governments and resources involving the citizens of this great 
country and citizens around the v7orld to be able to make progress to 
curtail the threat of terrorism not only to America, but to other 
nations . 

It is an integrated effort. It's an effort that involves civil 
authorities, military authorities, intelligence resources, law 
enforcement, cooperation of foreign governments. And it is an effort to 
be seamless so that V7e don^t have opportunities to miss those things 
v/hich need to be discovered, and that a resource or an opportunity 
developed in one part of the operation is capitalized on in another part 
of the operation. Analysis is as important as law enforcement, is as 
important as information gathering, and, obviously/ these things work 
hand in glove with those who fight on the actual battle lines in the 

rXrr i^l^ ^^ ^'J^** ^V^ * 

In one respect, the best friend of freedom is informiation because 
information allows freedom-loving people to become the best line of self- 
defense. And it is in that respect that the coordination and cooperation 
that exists in our country while at war is very important in helping us 
do what we can to curtail the risk of additional terrorist activity that 
would injure Americans or other freedom-loving citizens around the world. 

I am grateful that the president has sought to lead us with this 
kind of integrated effort. And today we are capitalizing on that kind of 
integrated effort and calling upon the public, both in the United States 
of America and worldwide, to assist in the effort to identify / locate and 
incapacitate terrorists or those who are suspected of planning additional 
attacks against innocent civilians . 

Recently, five videotapes were recovered from the rubble of 
Mohammed Atef^s house in Afghanistan. 

Now, we suspect Atef directed terrorist operations for al Qaeda as 
one of Osama bin Laden ' s chief primary operational lieutenants. Atef was 
indicted for the bombings of the U.S. embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam., and these videotapes from his house we believe could be of great 
value. They depict, the videotapes depict young men delivering V7hat 
appear to be martyrdom messages from suicide terrorists. Analysis of the 
audio portion of these tapes conducted thus far suggests based on 
statements made on the tapes that the men may be trained and prepared to 
commdt future suicide terrorist acts. Our investigation so far has 
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tentatively identified four of the five individuals depicted in the still 
shots that are posted in the pictures on the right. The four identified 
men are believed to be Rainzi Binalshibh, I^d Al-Rahim^ Muhammad SaHd Ali 
Hasan, and Khalid Ibn Muhammad Al-Juhani. No identification has been made 
of the fifth individual, and that individual is depicted on the poster as 
an unknown individual . 

Now, forensic analysis of the tapes continues in order to help us 
derive additional information. But because the statem.ents on the tapes 
suggest future terrorist acts, specifically suicide attacks, we are 
asking for the public's assistance in further identifying and locating 
the individuals on the tapes so that additional investigation can be 
made . 

Now, Ramsi Binalshibh is a name that you've heard before. 
Binalshibh, a Yemeni, v/as an associate of the September 11th suicide 
hijacker Mohamed Atta. In the indictment handed down in December against 
Zacarias Moussaoui, who is currently awaiting trial for conspiring with 
Osama bin Laden in the SeptemJoer 11th attacks, Binalshibh was named along 
v;ith Atta and the 18 other hijackers as an unindicted co-conspirator. 

The indictment describes Binalshibh as a member of the Hambturg, 
Germ.any al Oaeda cell, the m.ember who made several unsuccessful attempts 
to obtain a visa to enter the United States prior to the Septem±)er 11th 
attacks. After Binalshibh was refused entry into the United States, 
refused a visa, he is alleged to have acted as a financier and 
facilitator of terrorism., trap.sf erring funds to Moussaoui and other 
terrorists from his position in Germ.any . Binalshibh is currently a 
fugitive, and I believe he has been named by the German government on a 
warrant seeking his arrest there. 

And I want to thank German Minister of the Interior, Otto Schily, 
for his help investigating and pursuing Binalshibh and other suspected 
terrorists who operated in Germ.any . We will share these tapes with 
Minister Schily and other German authorities because of their interest in 
him expressed in their warrant for his arrest. 

Little is kp-own to law enforcem.ent at this point about the other 
individuals featured on the videotapes . Investigators are extremely 
interested in identifying and locating these individuals as soon as 
possible. Photographs and descriptive data have been disseminated to law 
enforcem.ent and intelligence agencies worldwide , Investigators note that 
these men could be anywhere in the world. 

We have declassified excerpts of these videotapes, and today w-e are 
releasing the excerpts of these tapes worldwide. From what we can 
ascertain about the tapes at this tim.e, they do not reveal any 
information about specific planned acts or targets or time frames for any 
potential planned or other terrorist acts. 

The tapes we are releasing today are another exam.ple of the 
potentially critical role that the public can play. We certainly know 
that the public has played a very important role to date, but this is 
another opportunity for the public around the world to join the campaign 
against terrorism. Throughout the war on terrorism, our miilitary and 
intelligence officials have m.ade a concerted effort to share appropriate 
information with the public in order to enlist their assistance. We've 
asked citizens to be vigilant, to be alert to any possible threat. 
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The success of this strategy was made clear by yesterday's 
indictment of Richard Reid, who may very well have succeeded in 
destroying American Airlines Flight Number 63, as the indictment charges^ 
had it not been for the courage and attentiveness of the citizen 
passengers and crew. 

Once again today V7e put our trust in the public to exercise 
vigilance and common sense in the face of the terrorist threat. Anyone 
who believes that he or she knov^s the identity or the whereabouts of any 
of these m.en is encouraged/ is urged to contact the nearest FBI office or 
the FBI's website^ wvrw.ifccfbi.gov ~- that's www.ifcc. — pardon me — 
www.ifccfbi.gov — or to contact the U.S. embassy or consulate in a 
foreign setting if they don't have an opportunity to contact the FBI. 

The FBI has prepared a compilation of excerpts from the videotapes ^ 
and on these videotapes you will see Muhammad Sa'id Ali Hasan, AJod A^l- 
Rahim, Khalid Ibn Muhammad A^l-Juhani. Axid these tapes will run for about 
a minute and a half, and- they are the product of the items that were 
confiscated and made available to authorities as a result of activities 
of our troops in the theater of conflict . 

Please roll the tapes now. 

(Videotape shown. ) 
ATTY. GEN. A.SHCROFT: This is A±)d Al-Rahim. 

{Video tape shewn. ) 
A.TTY. GEN. ASHCROFT: This is Khalid Ibn Muhammad A.l-Juhani. 

(Video tape shown.) 

ATTY. GEN. ASHCROFT: The poster which we have here identifies, or 
at least shows, five al Oaeda m.embers, including the three that you've 
just seen on the videotape. Obviously, in addition, it includes Ram.zi 
Binalshibh and the unknown individual, the three on the videotape who 
were in seQuence . I think the first one we saw on the videotape was in 
the center of the top row. Second one on the videotape was Al-Rahim., 
who's on the far side of the poster. And the last being Khalid Ibn 
Muhammad Al-Juhani here on this side of the top row. 

Director Mueller will have a few comments, and then he and I will 
be happy to take your questions. 

Bob. 

DIR. MUELLER: Thank you. General. Thank you. General, and good 
afternoon everyone. 

The photographs and video you just sav; are from, a trove of valuable 
information being recovered in Afghanistan. That we are displaying them 
here at the Justice Department reflects the seamless effort against 
terrorism that extends from the troops on the ground to the FBI and the 
CIA. analysts here who are charged with putting these pieces together. 
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This is a unique situation. Overseas^ the military action 
continues, but it continues in v/ays that directly support what we are 
doing here, what we and the CIA are fully engaged in, which is the 
identification of the terrorists and in preventing future attacks. We are 
working side by side and we are working together with shared intelligence 
and a complete exchange of information. 

We in the FBI are grateful to those who are risking their lives to 
bring us this valuable information, and we are grateful to a public, in 
this case a global public, willing to remain alert and to help in the 
fight against terrorism. Every piece of information is potentially 
valuable. We hope that no one hesitates to surface anything that could be 
of interest to us. 

The principle is simple: An informed and alert public works, and 
that is why today v;e are showing you both the videotapes on the one hand 
and the photographs of the individuals v^e ' re looking for on the other. 

Thank you. 

Director Mueller, I'm curious if you have any sense of when the 
tapes were made; v/hether they -were made after 9/11, and if you can 
characterize v/hat the three men say in these videotapes? 

MR. MUELLER: Yeah, we are still doing the forensic analysis of the 
tapes and the translations of the tape. And I v/ould not w^ant to speculate 
until that's continued, as to the date that they were -■- or the date that 
the tapes were made. 

And a follow-up. Do you have any evidence at this point whether 
any of these five men have ever entered the United States? 

MR. MUELLER; We do not . We know that — we are looking at all of 
the indices, and as soon as they were identified, vjb began looking for 
each of these individuals. As the attorney general has pointed out, 
Binalshibh tried to enter the country three times over the last year, and 
is believed to have been part of the group of hijackers who were 
responsible for the attack on September 19th (sic) but could not make it 
into the country. 

Q General Ashcroft, are there rewards connected to the photos and 
identifying or information leading to the apprehension — 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: At this time, we have not — we have not 
developed the reward system. We are inviting people to assist us in this 
respect and hope that they' 11 com.e forward. 

Yes, sir? 

Q General, could it be that any of these men were killed in the 
bombing? Ajid also, are there warrants out on the others besides 
Binalshibh? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: It could well be. We don't know of the 
whereabouts of these individuals, and we're not able to say that they're 
in one location or another or v/hether they're dead or alive. We do 
believe that the Germ.an authorities have a v;arrant out for Binalshibh. I 
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don't know of warrants out for the other individuals at this time. 

And obviously, with the one individual, we don^t even have a clear 
identity at this time, but hope to have it. 

Yes, ma* am? 

Q You've repeatedly said you don't know the whereabouts of these 
suspects. Do you think it unnecessarily scares the public into possibly 
believing one of these people could be in their neighborhood, or any 
Middle Eastern or Arab-descent person could be possibly accused? I mean, 

ATTY GSN. ASHCROFT: One of the valuable things about being able to 
present a photograph and then to be able to substantiate the photograph 
with the video footage is that it takes this out of the category of 
generalized identification and gets us to the category of specific 
identification. And if we were just to say there were five potential 
suicide martyrs that had gone out, and to describe them ~- even just to 
say their names or to try and give characteristics I think might have 
some of the difficulties which you've mentioned. But I think the American 
people are accustomed to being a part of this investigation and this 
effort and they realize that they can be a constructive part. And we've 
provided this basis for specific identification. 

Ajid I make one other point before — 1 think you* re going to be 
next, because you were the one shouting first, so -- not shouting, but 
whatever — and that is that, frankly, the still photographs are not 
always as clear as seeing an individual on footage. And so often we're 
accustomed to "Wanted" posters that give you a static view of 
individuals. This happens to be a superior sort of basis for people to 
m.ake identification. And we're just asking that if people think they know 
of the whereabouts of these individuals, that they would call the local 
FBI agent, the local FBI office, contact the FBI at the website, or, 
overseas, go to the Amierican consulate or to the embassy. 

Yes, sir? 

Nov; that you're examining the contents of these videotapes, 
contents of the computers that were recovered in Kabul -™ I believe there 
were som^e arrests today in London of a number of people -- do you feel 
like you're getting to a point of reaching any sort of critical mass in 
learning about al Qaeda? Can you elaborate on where you are at this point 
in trying to determine how al Qaeda 's been operating and its attempts on 
future — (off mike)? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: We do believe that progress is being m.ade . And 
we think the integration of this effort with the sensitivity of our armed 
forces and people overseas, the cooperation of our members of the 
coalition, the integrated network of providing information that shares 
information rather than compartmentalizes information, all of these are 
very helpful, but we have a long way to go. 

A-nd we are sharing information and declassifying information when 
appropriate, so that we can enlist the entire world of freedom-loving 
people in that respect. We* re further down the road than we have been 
before, but this is no time for us to take our foot off the accelerator. 
We need to keep pursuing with a great deal of intensity here. 
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Q One follow-up . Do you believe that there were — that attacks 
were imminent? And is that why you're releasing these — 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: We believe that these could be — and likely 
appear to be -- sort of inartyrdora messages from suicide terrorists. And 
whether or not the attack would be imminent or not is something vie can^t 
determine. But we know that the right time to release these is in advance 
of any attack, if there is to be an attack, not subsequent to an attack, 
and to try and enlist the people of the — of this great nation and the 
people around the world to help curtail the attack. 

Yes, ma'am? 

Yes. How long is the full portion of the videotape? And also, 
when do you plan to release the sound on it? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: You know, I don't know how long the full 
portion is, and I wouldn't indicate to you that we will release the sound 
on it. It m.ay be that v;e v/ill, and it may be we v/op.'t. We will pursue an.d 
make a judgment on that based in the national interest and the interest 
of this investigation. And so we need to complete the analysis of the 
tape and to complete all the specific and detailed translation of the 
tape. 

1 know that the portions we released today we felt were safe for 
release, and w*e didn't believe they contained any surreptitious messages 
or coded signals that would be designed to alert parts of the terrorist 



network. 



Sir? 

STAFF: Last question. 

Q Are there other potential martyrs on those five videotapes, other 
than these five people here? 



i, J. 



ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: I don't believe there are, sir. 
Thank you all very much. 
END. 
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Attorney General Transcript 
News Conference - Identity of* Suspected Terrorist 

Friday, January 25 f 2002 
DOJ Conference Center 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Good afternoon. Last Thursday, or a week ago 
yesterday, along with FBI Director Mueller, the Department of Justice 
released photographs and video of five suspected terrorists. Our initial 
analysis of the video indicated that the videotapes depicted young men 
delivering what appeared to be martyrdom messages from suicide 
terrorists . 

As of last week, we had identified four of the individuals : Ramzi 
Binalshibh, Abd Al~Rahim, Muhammad Sa'id Ali Kasan, and Khalid Ibn 
Muhammad Al~Juhani. At that time, the identity of the fifth suspected 
terrorist remained unknown. 

Over the last week, we^ve received hundreds of leads from conscientious 
citizens across the nation and around the world. With these leads and 
further analysis of evidence recovered from the rubble of Muhammad Atef's 
house in Afghanistan, we have gained additional information about the 
fifth suspected terrorist. The name of the fifth terrorist is Al Rauf bin 
al Habib bin Yousef al~Jiddi. Al- Jiddi, who is a Canadian citizen, was 
born in Tunisia and is 36 years of age. He has black hair; is 
approximately 5 feet 10 inches tall and may weigh approximately 220 
pounds . 

We identified al-Jiddi through discovery of a suicide letter found in the 
ruins of the Atef residence by the U.S. military personnel in 
Afghani s t an . 

The letter, which is still being fully analyzed, was recently translated. 
In addition, the Canadian government assisted us by identifying Al-Jiddi. 
V?e have also identified an associate who may be traveling v/ith Al-Jiddi. 
Kis name is Faker Boussora. He is 37 years of age, is approximately five 
feet, eight inches and weighs approximately 160 to 170 pounds, has a 
round face and prominent ears . 

We believe Boussora may also be involved in a martyrdom mission. Boussora 
is also a Canadian citizen, born in Tunisia, The FBI has alerted law 
enforcement authorities across the United States and is also working 
closely with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Both individuals should 
be considered extremely dangerous. Additionally, the FBI has provided lav: 
enforcement with the same pictures that you see to my left. 

The photograph in the upper left is the picture you saw last week of Al- 
Jiddi, taken from the video. Below that picture is a photograph retouched 
by the FBI to show hov; Al-Jiddi may look with a Westernized appearance. 
The picture in the upper right was found with the 1999 suicide letter in 
the ruins of Atef^s house in Afghanistan. Finally, the picture in the 
lower-right corner is of Faker Boussora, Al-Jiddi ' s associate . 
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Today I am also disclosing FBI-retouched photographs of the other four 
individuals seen on the videos recovered from Atef's residence in 
Afghanistan. 

Again, these retouched photos show how these individuals may look with a 
Westernized appearance. We hope that by providing these photos to the 
m.edia that citizens will be able to help law enforcement identify and 
apprehend these terrorists. 

In particular, I would like to thank the Canadian governiTient for 
providing significant assistance in the identification of Al~Jiddi. 
Today's announcement demonstrates the extraordinarily close and 
cooperative relationship that has beer, built between the United States 
and Canadian lav7 enforcement. 

Today' s announcement is another exam^ple of the integrated effort we are 
pursuing to protect all people of all nations from cov7ardly acts of 
terrorism. It is a seamless effort that involves civil authorities, 
military authorities, intelligence resources, intelligence analysis, law . 
enforcement, and the cooperation from foreign governments. As vie discover 
more inf orm.ation, vie v/ill continue to share it with the international 
community to assist our efforts against terrorism. 

Again, I want to advise the public to exercise vigilance and common sense 
in the face of the terrorism threat. 

Ajiyone who believes that he or she knows the identity or whereabouts of 
al Al-Jiddi, Boussora, or the four other suspected terrorists — anyone 
V7hc knows or has information about them is urged to contact the nearest 
FBI office or visit the FBI's website, www.ifccfbi.gov, or contact the 
U.S. embassy or consulate in a foreign setting, if individuals are unable 
to contact the FBI . 

I am. grateful for the cooperation of both citizens and governments in 
helping us develop these tools of investigation. 

I ' d be pleased to answer your inquiries at this time. Yes? 

Q Where did you obtain the picture of Boussora? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT : I'm. prepared to provide the picture and grateful that 
we have these resources. I'm^ not prepared to identify further. 

Q The Canadian governm.ent helped you. Did they tell you any way that 
these two were linked? Can you tell us anything about that? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: I've provided the information that I'm able to 
provide you on that . 

Yes, sir? 

Q Do you have any inform.ation that you've developed since you originally 
put these out, that these people are still alive or that they may be in 
the United States? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT; We do not know the whereabouts of these individuals. 
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As a result^ we are publicizing their photographs worldwide. It * s my 
understanding that V7e have the cooperation not only of international news 
agencies in doing this — and I released these photos with Larry King 
last Monday night and indicated at that time we would provide these 
additional enhanced images . 

And we are expecting people like "America's Ten Most Wanted" and other 
shows of that nature to also publicize them. 

Yes? 

Q Have you gotten any more information that they may have tried to enter 
the United States? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT : We are not in possession of information giving us a 
location of these people. 

Q When was the last time that Al-Jiddi was known to have been in Canada? 
And are you concerned that the suspects may have reached closer to the 
U.S. border? 

ATTY GEN. ASKCROFT : I really — I really don't know the answer to that 
question. We will try to find out as much as we can about the whereabouts 
of these individuals as the investigation progresses. 

YeSy. sir? 

Q You said you received hundreds of tips from, people who have seen these 
people. Could you give us an idea of whether these are associates of 
them, who have known them, how these people knew these suspects? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: We have — in terms of — I can't catalogue all the 
tips that we received, but we received information that helped us make 
these identifications. And to say more/. I can't. 

Did the latest suicide letter give any indication of a planned attack? 
Do you have any further information that these men posed an imminent 
danger? 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Well, we think that individuals who make suicide 
videos and write suicide letters are dangerous individuals. They're 
individuals who have expressed their intention to hurt other people and 
to extinguish themselves in the process. And that's a way of signalling 
the intensity of their intent. 

Q Was this letter — the suicide letter written by Al-Jiddi or his 
associate here? Is he the author of the suicide — 

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: It's my understanding that he is the author of the 
letter and that the photograph on the upper right of the poster on the 
left was a photograph accompanying the letter V7hen found. 

Thank you very m.uch. 

Q Was Faker linked to a suicide note as well? Was there a suicide note by 
Faker? 
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ATTY GEN, ASHCROFT: We believe that he may be an associate of this other 
individual/ but we do not have information about a suicide letter frora 
him. 

STAFF: We'll have — do you all have all the pictures? 
END. 
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By the Sign of the Crqoked E Once, Sherron 
Watkins' only link to fame was second cousin Lyle 
Lovett. Now, with her memo on Enron s dizzving 
accounting schemes, she's the most famous whistle- 
- blower in America. A look at the miasma 1 6 

You're on Your Own Yikes! As the Enron case 
reminds us, choice now means personal 
responsibility for everything from retirement funds 
. to health care to phone service. Asurvival guide 24 
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When is a war prisoner not a POW? When the 
U.S. brings Afghan detainees to Guantanamo Bay 



By IWiCHAEL ELLtOTT 

rs NOT GOING TO BE A COUNTm" CLUB." 

said Defense Secretan" Donald Rums- 
feld last week, describing the new miii- 
tar>' detention camp at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, and nobody ever expected it 
would be. The 110 al-Qaeda and Tal- 
iban prisoners admitted to "Gitmo" by the 
end of last week are. said Rumsfeld- "the 
hardest of die hard core." men who had 
killed "dozens and dozens of people." But 
though it may lack tennis courts and a 
putting green, the amenities are better than 
you'd find in a cave at Tora Bora. True, pris- 
oners are now confined to 6- ft. b>*8-ft. chain- 
link enclosures with concrete floors and tin 
roofs (Runnsfeld thinks it*s "pejorative" to 
call them cages). But relief will come: in 
three months, the Pentagon hopes to replace 
the facility with sornething more permanent. 
In the meantime, the prisoners at Camp 
X-Ray— as the place has been called since 
the early 1990s when it housed Haitian 
refugees-have been given thin green mats 
and blankets on which to sleep and pray, and 
are allowed to shower and exercise. They are 
provided with a medical exam upon admis- 
sion, and_ their diet (is someone making a 
point about diversit>' here?) ranges from 



bagels and cream cheese to nee and bean.*^— 
all eaten N^ith plastic utensll.^-~after which 
the pnsoners may clean their teeth uith spe- 
cialK shortened brushes. iThe caution 
makes sense; m 2000 .\tamdouh Salim. an al- 
Qaeda operative au-aitine tnaj m Xeu- York 
Cit>' for his part in the 1995 embass>- bomb- 
ings, used a comb to stab a prison eoiard 
through the e>-e-' 

So far. humanitarian groups have been 
muted in their criticism of the condibons at 
Guantanamo. Last week a delegation from 
the Intemabonai Committee Oi the Red 
Cross arrived to mspect the camp and offer 
private recommendations on its operation. 
But in the European press, the prisoners lot 
has become a public issue of contention 
amons^ those who demand that U.S. conduct 
be above suspicion. Three detainees are said 
to have claimed to be British citizens. Politi- 
cians and commentators in London are now 
clamoring that all held m Gitmo must be 
guaranteed treatment in accordance vrith 
international law. The Daily TelegrapL a pa- 
per usually so conservative that it makes Pat 
Buchanan look vegetarian, warned Wash- 
ington of the need to draw a "distinction be- 
tween ci\iHzed society and the apocalyptic 
; savagery of those who would destroy it." 
i At the heart of the matter is a question 
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of legally. The Pentagon has resisted call- 
ing the detainees prisoners of war, prefer- 
ring the terms unlawful combatants or 
battlefield detainees. It's easy to see why. 
Under the Geneva Convention^ those hold- 
ing true pows are bound to release them at 
the end of hostilities; but that is the last 
thing the U.S. wants to do with men who 
may be al-Qaeda operatives. Moreover, by 
convention (though the law seems to be 
murky here) Pows don't need to tell their 
captors anything other than their name. 
rank, serial number and birthday. But for 
Washington, the whole point of the deten- 
tionis to conduct interrogations and thub 
head off new acts of terrorism. 

The Geneva Convention does contem- 
plate that some iireguiar forces captured \n 
battle need not be considered pows That 
may well apply to members of al-Qaeda. a 
free-floating band of terrorists. But not ail ot* 



TAPE TROVE 



. those at Gitmo are al-Qaeda men.. Some— 
i the Pentagon won't say how many— were 
members of the Taliban and presumably 
thought they were part of the Afghan army. 
Are they pows? Washington says no. be- 
cause the Taliban had no clear chain of com- 
mand and was not a legitimate go\*emment. 
That may be so: unfortunately, as .\mnest>' 
IntemabonaJ has pointed out. under the 
Gene\a Convention the Pentagon has no 
business making such a determmation 
Those who fail mto the enem>-'<; hands are 
entided to pow status unUl a "competent tn- 
bunaJ" has determmed their status In \hv 
case of tho^e m Cuba, that hasn't happened 
More cunous still ls the matter oi the 
prisoner^" ultimate fate Rumsfeld hd< Lud 
out four options a mihtarx tnal. arnaJ m T > 
cnminaj courts, return to their home anin- 
tries for prosecution, or c^^n.Dnued detentioii 
"while addjtiona] intelh-eenct- > eathert^d " 



The last seems a distinct possibility; the Pen- 
tagon plans to build 2.000 cells at Camp X- 
Ray. "This will be a big deal down there for 
at least two years, guaranteed." says Army 
Lieut. General B.B. Bell who commands 
Fort Hood. Texas, the base from which mil- 
itar>- police ha\-e been deployed to Cuba. But 
it's hard to find a justification for such de- 
tention m the Creneva Convention or anv- 
where else Leaving the prisoners "indefi- 
nitch beyond the reach of any legal regime." 
^.iid the Kcirr-Kmiist last week. "\\*ould put 
\menca-pre-emment]>- a nation of^aws— 
Itself outside the law." 

Until the Pentaizon sorts out the leeiiil is- 
sues, cnticism from Kurope is likolv to grow. 
Mill. thine> nnild bv worse. The prisoners 
may he in Cuba, but nobody has yet forced 
them to listen to Fidel C^iistro's long-winded 
spet."M:hes Now that really would be cruel. 
- WHh reporting by Mark Thompson/Was/i/ngton 
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ur^iccessiu^tiiedtDQbtmn a 
vi^ to enter the tLS. tD take 
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previously af^?eared On 
Am^ica's most wanted list 
Ai&nmtstratjon officiate don *t 
fceTrevethe tapes contain coded 
messages to al-Qaeda sieep^s. 
Analysts s^ the tapes wsr^ 
erased stHctiy for int^nai 
coRSiffi^itJon orfor the men's 
fernite. The rn^ ^poke of 
acceptingth^fete as mai^, 
joff^the war ^^tet krfki^ 
a;id beawTsr^onewi^ASah, 
but they <Sd not cfiscussspedfic 
targets or^nffi^ 

That won't ease ^wing 
anxieties ^TKH^ U-S. 
aufhoriSesabout the thrift of 
artoa>er attacJc &ys an affidai: 
*!?« assumption fethatth^ 
aretmmed temafets vvffimg to 
cSefEBT th^ cau^w*' V?hat m> 
one knows jsi«hether^5^re 
about to tiy. —%^Ba»«fe 
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